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2 W:iLt1am BrowLey, Eſq 
3 IM 


SIR, 


HEN I conſider the Tem- 

per cf your Mind, the ma- 

30 miteſt-ſincerity of your de- 
2 portment, and your ardent Aﬀection 
2X to the Peace and Proſperity of the 
& Kingdom: I cannot wonder that ſo 
2 much real Worth ſhould purchaſe you 
= a general 'E{teem and Love 1n ,the 
Z Breaſts of all your Acquaintance 
# and procure you a Right to a Seat 
in one of the greateſt Councils that 
& is this day in the Chriſtian World. 
X And tho that ineſtimable Modeſty 
which clearly appears in your difpo- 
ſition and converle, reſtrains me from 

A 2 ſpeak- 
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Eviftle Dedicatory. 


ſpeaking all that I think; yet ſince 
1 cannot think out all that you de} 
ſerve; an utter ſilence would be ng 
Icis unpardonable, than Flattery js] 
deteſtable : The World knows hoy! 
to place you in the Catalogue of Pa-3 
triots, whoſe Merits tranſcend their® 
years, whoſe Manners are exempla. 
ry to their Superiours, and ſhed a-' J 
broad profitable influences upon all * 
degrees, and whoſe Honour raiſe 
the Emwatwon of aſpiring Spirits. 
Had I not a fure perſwaſion of your;Y 
Goodneſs and Candour, I could not,3 
preſume to ſend ſo poor a Preſent ? 
as this to your hands, or deſire that 3 
It may find a quiet repoſe under the # 
umbrage of your Favour. My ſmall Z 
acquaintance with you, hath enrich-® 
ed me with plentiful demonſtrations 
ot your great Vertue, and incours: ; 
ged me to offer this minute 'TraCt to 7 
wait upon you, as being agreeable to & 
your habitual inclination' to the if 
tick good, I cannot think, that ei» 
ther the compoſure thereof, or the # 


Stiles 


Epiſtle . Dedicatory. 


Stile 1s worthy of your acceptance , 
r approbation : For when I reflect 
1on the form, and contexture of my 


A Diſcourſe, I have ſome caule to {ut- 
"Wc, that it is not ſo corre&t;” or 
"WJ mcthodically contrived, tut that 
"Wc may be liable to cenſure ; and 1 have 
'A oO mind to put the uneaſfie trouble 
'2&p2n you of ſheltering my wnperie- 
F192 with your Patronage. But be- 
ng ſufficiently conſcious to the cur- 
"i ent of my well directed intention , 
WF hich is to ſave honeſt men from 
& hicats and Dangers, and to tender 
'Y aem my charitable advice for their 


 FFWaicty and peace. IT do not doubt 
Four lavourable conſtruction of the 
Fnteer and deſign of it : Which nor 
*Fpaly for the rarity of the Argument, 
v4 
Put the general- uſefulneſs thereof , 
8047 look tor a valuable regard irom. . 
ll, who can but breath good wiſhes 
or the happineſs of humane lociety 3 
8nd expect a ready furtherance from 
8:olſe, whoſe abilities have rendred 
WW icm capable of Publick Communt- 


Azz cations 


Epifile Dedicatory. 
cations, arid I know your publick 8 
fe 2g Y 
Spirit can make a fair and reaſonable 3 
Apology for ſuch a purpoſe,and your 
forward Charity can hide a multitude 
of the Authors infirmities, when the 
g00d-meaning of his Labour is: manj.'* 
teſt to ail Obſervers. And fince I am'3 
many ways obliged to your Family ; Z 
I have no better occaſion at preſents 
to reader my thankfal acknowledg. 
ment, than by preſenting this wAll- 3 
meant Treatiſe to your diſpoſal , as4 
Token of that gratitude I ought roew? 
preſs and prafice ; and upon all ops 
*-— muſt ever be performed 
y 2 


Sir, _—_— X 


Tour moſt Faithful and 3 | 


moſt Humble Servant % 
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READER 


HO ſome look pon the mnume- 
rous off-ſpring of the Preſs , 
with the like di iſcontented CYCy 
herewith an ill Naiarcd Pather be. 
Wlds the unter of his Children, as a 
rtbin rather than a Bleſſing : Tet 7 
apt to think that many uſeful Books 
re {till wanting ; and 1 hope that Fu+ 
re Ages will produce clearer Excel. 
WF :ces of profitable Learning, and bet- 
Fer improvements of knowledge thin we 
J tc get acquainted with. 
23 7 is oberued by the famous Lord 
Pacoa, Chancellour of England, * That or _ 
: ONCErn{Ig the WViſdow of buſin 2(s where- of Lc _ 
33-# Mans Life is moſt converſant, there 103, 1. 8. = 
8 /c 10 Books at all Written of it, ex* I's OY 
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«cept an handful cr 1wo, of ſome feulſ C 
« civil Advertiſements, that have mM 11 
c proportion to the magnitude of this 3 h 
« Subjet : for if there were Books extant Wh A 
« of this Argument, as of others 7 doubt $ }; 
< ct but Learned Men with mean expe) of 
© rjiexce, would far Excel men of long ex-S$ 7 
* PETICHCE ; 6 nd out-ſhoot them (as they 1 
* fay) 71 their own bow : Neither 11 
© there any cauſe why we ſhould fear leaſt We! 
* tle matter of this kniwledge ſhould be 
© ſo various, that it could not fall under Li 
* precepts, for it is much narrower than a 
* the Science of Got ernment, which not+ We; 
* withſtanding we ſee is exactly Iaboured Foz 
* and ſubducd. | x 
* Of this kind of Wiſdom, it ſeems} 
* there have been ſome Profefors amonalt Wc 
* the Rumans 7n their belt and wiſeſt W.c 
* tzmes : For Cicero Reports , that ity 
* was in uſe a little before his time, for 
* Senators who had the name for wiſe and WF / 
* experienced men (the Coruncanii,Cue Ro! 
* ri, Lalit, and others) to walk at cer- Pc 
* tain hours in the Forum, where they 8 
* might gzve acceſs, and audience to the) 
*( itizens 


"# 
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4; 
<5 


Lk 


The PREFACE 2 


Citizens; and might be conſulted with= 
al, not only touching poznt of Law; 
But of all forts of buſineſs; as of the 
Marriage of a Daughter , or- of the 
bringing up of a Son, or of a purchaſe, 
of a bargain, of an Accuſation, of a 
defence, and every other occaſion inci- 
dent to mars Life. 

The Subj-(t I have choſen to inſiſt on 
WPelongs to this Argumert; I must con- 
F-/s, that I have neither read over great 
.1brarics, nor ſeen many years; yet 7 
Fave ſometimes wondered, that after the 

Weſt inquiry 1 could make, I never yet 
Fould find (befide the Code and Digeſt) 
F#:y one ſmall Traft concerning Sureti- 
ip, as if the management of this Subs 
Yd were unworthy of the Labours of a 
W carred Pen. 

= Whatever may be extant in this kind, 
. hat relates 10 the Wiſdom of buſineſs - 
JF -:re's nothing which may any way le 
Rompared with thoſe Aphoriſmes which 
Solomon the Xing of Irael ſer forth 3 
2 whom this Teſtimony is given that 
38's hea t was as the Sands of the Sea; 


far 


The PREFACE. 
for a5 theſe ao mncom afs all the utmol; 


bounds of the World ;, ſo his Wiſdom, 
comprehended all matters, as well hus 
mane as Divine; in whoſe Parables art! 
many Excellent Precepts and Adver-, 
tiſements ſpringing out of the profountÞ® 
Secrets of Wiſdom . and flowing over inti, 
a large Field of Variety. | 

We know by conſulting this Rod 
Author, that the matter of Suretiſhij 
is not wholly neglefted in Scripture, ant} 
Th general Commentators could not finiſh; 
lf their undertaking without touching upos! 
ft - what 1s written in all the Prove; bs 
[ 


Solomon 7#n the courſe of their inter1 


i | pretation : But I never met with, nors la 
l' vet cou'd hear of any Book extant that 
| zs ex inltituto written upon this Sub) 
| e 'd tho 101 
| ett ; AMC tho there may be ſome wrlert 3 
{ | of I have not ſeen on?, yet the Scar 
" Wis 


1 city will juſtifie my preſent [ abcar. | 
| | I hive heard many lamentable (toritiy 
1 of Families, ruin'd 7 raſh and inconſiats 
| rate Suretiſhip 5 and the love I have fat 
the welfare of the Kingdom , whici it 
m2 im fairedby the decay of privatt 
Famity 


The PREFACE. 


miltes, hath moved me 10 ſpend ſome 
my leiſure hours in penning my 
pghts concerning this Argument , 
Wich is of general concern-: And tho” 
ty conceptions thereof be rade and im- 
rfeit ; yet they are therefore exp'jcd 


© pblick view, becauſe they could not 
& profitable were they hid under a 
B4/hel. | 
$4fter 1 had begun fome fmall thoughts 
this undertaking : Two Clerg y- .vteu 
diſtarit times knocked at my Door : 
bo by Suretiſhip were reduced to ex- 
eam indizence and beggery : The ſad 
F/2:ton the; gave me of their condition, 
Was heard and entertained with tender 
paijton : Afﬀterwards / had the 
vowledge of another perſon of the ſame 
Foat, whoſe loſs by the ſame way was 
ore con(derable for the quantity, th.n 
eirs; but yet he was ſupported by bet- 
r means than begging : let was ſo far 
akned thereby, that his way of living 
came ſomewhat uneaſie to him,through 
ve reſtraint that was thereby put pon 


's charitable inclination 5 it be 11. 
little 
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fittle better than death to him to Ini 
without being able to do good in ti 
World; which he ſaw had ſo much ne 
of ze. 
The purpoſe I had conceived to conf 
der the Argument of this Treatiſe, wi 
not throughly formed, until I met wil 
theſe inſtances ; for refletting thereon | 
ſuſpefted the want of Books concernin 
Suretiſhip, might be the Reaſon thi 
Scholars did loſe themſelves therel 
. Whereupow TI was quickned to atte 
this buſineſs with greater application 
and though I can do no more there 
then make a clear repreſentation, or gn 
a remembrance of ſuch things which a 
obvious to all diligent Obſervers ? 
what 1s here compiled together, after 
rude manner, may yield ſufficient md 
ter of Caution to all Readers, that wi 
clearly ſurvey what is preſented to the 
minds, not doubting but that men md 
poſſeſs no leſs ſure advantage by a pre 
dent guardin of their own properties 
than others = obtained by their ra 
Projects, and new Inventions. Andi 


j 
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my fope I (hall not water dry 
cks, or wajhÞ Negro's ; becauſe every 
ns intereſt will conſpire with my de- 
a. 2 
I cannot pretend, that Friends have 
fired me to employ my ſelf in this 
Sk ; for [ know no man that can think 
able to undertake it , neither cau 
judge my ſelf ſufficient for a work of 
is Nature : which were more proper 
a Learned and Charitable Counſel- 
r, than a private perſon, who hath 
t an 6bſcure knowledge of Men, and 
s experience i# Civil affairs. Jet 
ving a great ſence of their deplorable 
dition who have contralted heavy 
bts by their Cbligations for otiers ; 
inexperience in buſineſs (which I 
freely confeſs ) could not ſtop me 
wm this enterprize, which trembles not 
the capritzous force of any Critical 
marks, or envions Obloquies, being 
toned for no other end than the pub- 
goed. And if what I have brief- 
Written (after my faſhion) ſhall et- 
r make Men take heed of oppreſſing 


them 


themſelves with others burthens ; | 


The PREFACE. 
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Y* 
my 


: | h 
ſhall awaken ſome more able Pen to dj : 
| | 

ſwade them from ſo doing ; I have 
Þ*/, 


= 


poſſible, that this flender (ng, | 
ſmall pebble may ſtrike, and fink 1 


many conſiderable Families; and can 


We know that great things hi 
ſometimes been done by ſmall meanz 
and ſtrange diſtempers have been cur 
by contemptible Receipts, and with 
impoſing upon any Mans judgement, 
may humbly conjecture ,\ that it 


the brow of a terrible Philiſting, \\ 
/lay that great Fil, which hath rut 


qeently hath been grievous both to 
Feclejraſtical and Cruil State. ; 

And fince I aim at the publick gou 
and mean perſons may have need of i 
advice which is here given; I have! 
ken care to beſtow it in ſo ſmall a 
paſs ; that Men of fhort abilities * 
purchaſe this Receipt far their ſafe 
and have it ready at hand to re 
their aſſaults, who would allure 4 
mio a ſnare, and bring them 


The PREFACE. 


We /ervile Toke of their ſecular con- 
| ratl s. 

And that the Benefit of this Manu- 
I, might have a large extent, the ſtile 
5 accommodated to the meaneſt capaci- 


= No Man, 1 ſuppoſe, will deny me the 
Jeaſure of my own good intentions : 
and if the Reader may have profit by 
labour; T hope he will eafily par- 
don the infirmities I could not free my 
elf from; and accept 'my endeavours, 
ſuch as they are) for his well being, 
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FHeweth the Nature «\ 
Suretiſhip, with the ori 
dinary Cauſes and Fffet's there 
Pap. 1 
Chap. 2. Declareth, That the Cautin 
againſt 8 urctiſhip, depends on Di 
UINC Authority 3 and how far Men 
are obliged in Conſcience to fram 
their Meaſures accordingly. 31 
Chap. 3. Warneth al! Men to ſhun tht 
Temptations of proud, fooliſh, flothWS 

ful, prodigal and :Vicked perſons 

apun whoje account Suretiſhip is ex! 
treamly elangerous, os 

Chap. 4. Deſcriteth the proper mean 
to be uſed in Conformity to the Cat 
tion againlt Saretiſhip, I 4 


Chap, 1. 


y 
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| CAUTION 


AGAINST 


SURE T ISHIP. 


CHAPTER 1. 


heweth the nature of $ uretiſblp, with 
the . ordinary fanes and #fecs 
thereof. 


Immon practice is a ſuflici cient 
demonſtration of the nature. of 
civil Bonds, and Obligations; 
but the force of them is uſually 

ooner felt, than underſtood : which is the 


calon that hath moved me to write this 
B Cavtion 5 


,1S deſired of him. 


Caution ? 
Caution; and to deſire the Reader to 
make a pauſe, and breath a while; tha 


he may ponder what he 1s allured to under. 
rake, when the kindneſs of his Suretiſhip 


The. form of Bonds, wherein two os 
more are bound, and the cuſtomary Ce 
remonies that are-uſed at the making «i 
them, ſhew , that they have an equa)! 
{trengrh, -and vertue as toall that are ob} 
Perd cherein: + oY 

Whatever the number of perſons be 
that are concerned 1n one common Bond! 
tor the payment of one intire Sum ; the? 
efficacy thereof is ſuch, that every parti 
cular perſon, by himſelf, isas wellliablet 
the payment of the whole; as they altoge 
ther are; for by the form of their Bondy 
they are all tied. (conjunGtim, &, diviſm; 
jointly, and feverally) to the payment d# 
the ſaid Sum; for, immediately after thi 
Sum 1s mentioned in the Bond, and-thi 
perſon unto whom it is to be paid is nom? 
nated, it follows | A 
ad quam quidem | unto 2vbich paynith: 
folutionem bent, & | well and truly ro 
hideliter faciendam | made we oblige * 74 
obligamus nos, & u- | ſelves, and either « 
crumque noſftri Hz- | us; the Heirs , Ex 

redcs,Executores Mos | cuiors, and Ad 
: Ac q! 


Ra ac | "—'Y F_Y =_ . nd 


apainſt Suretiſhip. 
Adminiſtratores no- | niſtrators of us, and 
ſtros, & utriuſque ! of either of us, by him- 
noltri; per fe, pro | ſelf, for the 2hole, and 
toto, & in folido tir- | full Sum firmly by 
niter per preſentes. | theſe preſents. 

And the Condition of the Obligation i; 
drawn to theſame purpoſe | That if 1he w#th- 
in bounden, or either of them, the Heirs, [xe- 
cutors, or Adminiſtrators of them, or either of 
them ; ſhall well and truly pay the debt, then 


the obligation ſhall be void : or elſe remain 11 


full force. | 


And as the form of Bonds in which 
two; or more are hound ; ſhews that every 
particular perſon by himfelt is as faſt 
bound, as tliey all cogether are : fo the cy- 
ſtomary ceremonies at the making of a 
Bond , manifeſt the Obligation to be 
equal upon every one ſingle, as it 15upon 
all: for every one figns, ſeals, and delivers 
the Bond, as his A& and Deed : the lign- 
ing and ſcaling 1s plainly particular, anc 
though all joyn inthe delivery of the Bond 
as their Act and Deed ; no man can inter 
from thence that all their powers muſt e- 
qually concur in ſatisfying the perſon to 
whom, or to whoſe uſe,* the delivery 15 
made; for a joint delivery includes every 
particular, and this theretore 15th act of 
every perton by himſelf: for it any one 

| B 2 wRO 


who though his Name be diſpoſed of in 


Caution 


who hath conſented to have his name put # 
in a Bond, ſhould be abſent when the cu- | 


{tomary ceremonies are performed by o- | 


thers therein engaged, he mult repeat them | 
all by himſelf, and make his particular de. 
livery before witneſſes when required : fo 2 


that whether the delivery be aCually ; 


joint, orpatticular, .it muſt be underſtood 


to he the a& of every perſon concerned # 


agreeably to the tenour of the obligation. | 
Some make a plauſible diſtin&tion of Prin- | 


cipal, and Surety (and in _— diſcourſe 


I muſt crave leave to make ule of it) which | 


ſeems to import that the Principal is more + 


ſtrictly obliged, than theSurety : and fome | 


ignorant Suretics may flatter themſelves 
therewith, till they tind their opinion con- 
tuted with an after-reckoning: for the 


diſtin&ion of Principal, and Surety, ſignt- | 


hes no more then that he who hath the 


character of Principal, hath received the |} 


Sum fſpecitied in the Condition of the 
Bond ; and hath the honour to have his 


name firſt in the Obligation : but in eſti- | 
mz:t2 of Law both Principal, and Sure- | 


ty areone perſon : {o that both arecqually 
obliged, and it either ſhall make ſatisfaci- 
on the Obligation is void ; and this too 
commonly talls to the Lot of the Surety, 


the 


apainſt Suretiſhip. 

the loweſt place; yet he ſinks not out of 
28 ſight by that means: But as the deepeſt 
8 things in nature, have the ſaddeſt weight 
I upon them, ſo he who lies undermolt in. 
an Obligation, too often bears all the bur- 
then. He finds that word true, in fad 
earneſt, which an Honourable Judge 
once ſpake in jeſt, That a Surety is a ſure 
Tre, and oftner pays the Debt than the Princi- 
pal: And, being this kind of grievance is 
no rare Caſe, every one that hath a juſt 
regard to his own Peace, Liberty, Repu- 
tation, and Proſperity, ſhould take heed 
how by humouring the Requeſts of an In- 
folvent Perſon, heyieldsup himſelf a Slave 
to the tyranny ofa Creditor,who frequent- 
ly, is more ſevere upon the Surety, than 
upon him who hath carried off the Spoil. 
Nay, though the Principal be ſuperiour 
to the Surety in Wealth,and Honour ; and 
and the Lender upon Ulury cannot but 
underſtand, that according to all Rules of 
Conſcience, and Honeſty, he is obligedto 
pay his own Debt : Yer it there be any 
neglect on his part in rendring what 1s 
due, the Uſuier falls fowleſt upon the 
Surety, who, notwithſtanding hs be laſt 
named in the Pond, is firſt in the troub:e 
that is conſ-quent upon it, 


B 2 I et 


——_—— —— ——. 
-——— _ _— 
—_ FSR 4 . 
- 


Caution "A 
* Let it be granted, 


* $i plures ſint fide quſſhres that Creditors have their 8 


| ; 1 © ” N 
Ii quorquor erunt numero ſmmgultin 7 iberty, to make their | 
OT ford um tenentur Ttaque [1berum 


eſt ,reditori 4 quo welit ſolidum 
petzre. Juſtin, Inſtir, l. 3. pleaſe, among fuch who 


are cqually obliged to | 
make him fatisfation. 3 
Yet I cannot apprehend, what ſufficient 9 
Reaſons they can find to juſtihe their $ 
rroubling the Surety, rather thanthe Prin: | 


Pemands of whom they 


cipal (which yet is frequently pracbied) 
when the Principal is in better Capacity, 
and furniſhed with greater abiliry to con- 
tent them. 


'Fhe beſt Apology that can be made | 


for ſuch Proceedings, is grounded upon 


the great Friendſhip contracted between | 


rhe Surety and the Principal ; upon which 
account an earneſt Application to the 
Surety in the firft place, (who can have 
treer acceſs to the Principal, than a Stran- 
ger can find) is thought a fit Expecient to 
haſten the Payment of the Sum wl.i-h 1s 
UCCmangced. 

Futthough there be no more in this cate 
than what 1s pretended ; yerit is maniteit, 
that the Surety is inforceu to be the Ser- 
vant of the Creditor, and compelled to 
naltint his Neighbour with unwelcome Sc 
Iicitations, that render himthe Object of 

an 


apainſt Surettlbip. 7 


n evil Eye, and endapger the quenching 
f that Love which hath been chcriſhec 
xetween them, 
| And if his Mediation (which in ap- 
dcarance was all that at firſt was deſired) --- 
Yroveineftectual, then the Surety that was 
ingled out firſt muſt be hunted down, he 
threatned with all the Power and Rigour 
df the Law: A Writ is procured, and ex- 
cuted upon him, and unmediately he lo- 
es the Liberty of his Perſon, and is ravi- 
;ed from the Innocent Delights of his 
pwn Dwelling, and the Comfortable Air 
fa free Converſation gz and this is ſome- 
imes done when the Principal Debtor 
who wants not power to fatistie the Debt) 
njov's his Freedom; and is ſuticred to fir 
ujerly under his own Vine. 
Thus the Surety lies under the 'L'yranny 
f the Creditor, and hath no relet, bur 
vhatmay be expected from a falſe Friend, 
vho would not have ſuffered fo much 
rouble to fall upon the Surety, it there 
had been either Sincerity in his Friend- 
I:!p to him , or Juſtice in his Dcal- 
ng. 
And though it may be ſuppoſed, tiat 
he hath his Counter-Bond made to Fm, 
tor his Indemnity ; which may bethoug}. 
to be a ſufficient Plaiſter for his Won, 
Þ 4 anu 
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and ſuch as he may confidently, and with 
out offence, make uſe of z when it ſhall e 
vidently appear, that he doth it for no 6: 
ther reaſon, than to remove a Burthen 
which his Friend hath lefcupon him. Ye 
the wearied Surety hath had much troy: 
ble already, from the Creditor's V exati 
ous Proſecution, and it is probable he 
ſhall have much more in reflecting a juſt 
meaſure upon his Ungrateful Afloci- 
ate. 

And if they who are Sureties for Sol- 
vent Debtors often meet with ſuch hard 
Treatment, What muſt they expect, who 
are Pound forthe ncedy and weak part of 
the World ? | 

It is impoſiible to give a Catalogue of 
all that have been Sufterers on this account, 
who have learned to know the force of 
Ponds, by the great Damages they have 
{uſtained. 

They have ſeen that their Love to their 
Neighbours has been made uſe of to their 
own ruine, and their Merit cf Gratitude 
transformed into the cauſe of their opprek 

110nz and though there have been innume- 
rable Inſtances of this kind, who have 
beught their ſad experience at a dezr rate, 
and groaned under a Remedilets Miſery: 
Yer when it might be ex2ected, that 8 
Cloud 


azainft Suretiſhip. 

oud of ſuch ſuffering BenefaRors,ſhould 
pp ſome Influences upon others, in or- 
r to their bringing forth of betrer Fruic 
themſelves; the flattering breath of the 
2edy, blows away this Cloud, fo that 
2re 15 NO appearance of it,at ſuch a time, 
1en. a Snare is layed to catch an eaſie and 
od-natur'd Friend. 

Neceſlity is always pregnant wich cun- 

g Artifices for its own relief; and he 
1t will give an Ear to the Paſhonate In- 
2aties, and fair Promiſes of an Indigent 
cighbour, and will be 1o. far prevailed 
ith as to ſubſcribe to the ſupply of his 
ants, is apt to rejoice in what he has 
dne, as being well aſſured, that he hath 
zrformed a good Office for another ; and 
{0 charmed with theſe Thoughts, that 
2 ſuſpeRs no harm to himſelf, and fears 
d evil: But he ſees not that the time is 
rawing on, when he ſhall feel che Bur- 
en, and his experience ſhall give him an 
nderſtanding of the nature of thar Surett- 
1p which had Honey in the Mouth when 
e was Carefſed, and Treated by his 
riend, but hath a Sting in the Tay], that 
ill make him bleed againſt his Will; 
hich had he conſidered in time,he might 
ave had good ſtore of defenſive Argu- 


nents toſave himſelf from all ſuch Temp- 
tations, 
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tations, whereby he hath-beenallured, x 
OVErcome. 

The Law of Charity to our Neighby 
obliges no Man to quit that Pruden 
which ſhould enlighten and direct his C 
verfation ;and there can be no reaſon, 
any Man ſhould vail his own juſt Acqu 
tions, or lawful Inheritance to anoth 
Man's Pleafure. 

Charity and Prudence, are very go 
Company, and it is pity they ſhoulde 
be parted ;the warm Conjunction of bt 
being no leſs neceſlary in all Moral Tra 
ations, than the good temperament 
radical heat and moiſture to the healthi 
Conſtitution of a natural Body, or 
{weet Confpiration, and Intellectual C 
reſpondence of our enlightned Und: 
itandings, and regenerated Wills tot 
peaceful Rectitude, and pleaſant Ham 
ny of our Souls. If Prudence be ſeparatt 
trom Charity, it degenerates intothe W 
dom and Policy of this ill-natur'd Work 
It Charity be put afunder from Prudend 
it becomes near a-kin toa yain,profule, a 
lupertluous Prodigality. Ir 15 expeditl 
theretore, that every Man ſhould conk 
the Meafures of Prudence, and obſerve 
wile Conduet in all external Offices 
Charity. Yea, it is highly reaſona . 

ki 
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n every purpoſe, we ſhould make our 
»mpts before hand, leaſt we leave that 
eſs with ſhame, which we undertook 
[1 Adventures ; and what was begun 
a blind Confidence, become the 

tcr of our open-Diſgrace. | 
he World is too full of raſh Examples, 
have either loſt themſelves by their 
ipitant Undertakings,or ſtrangely en- 
ber d their outward Condition, for 
t of a cautious foreſight of the end of 
r Actions. It is not therefore without 
e, that the neceſlity of Diſcretion and 
ines in all Proceedings, ſhould be 
t upon Men, and particularly in the 
of Suretiſhip, by which the Subjects 
nis Kingdom (as I am apt to Felieve) 
e luffered greater Damages, than by 
the Thefts and Robberies that have 
n committed therein, and though 
re be a great difference to be made be- 
xt him who allures his Friend to Þc- 
ea Debtor for him by his own volun- 
'act ; and one who takes his Neigh- 
Irs goods againſt his Will, and darts 
riours upon hinin the doing of it: Yet 
dften happens, that he who enters him- 
a Surety for another, doth no more 
nk of paying his Debt, than he tears 
at he ſhould in that inſtant be robbed -s 
0 


| devouring Gulph, that will ſwallow al 


_ ſubſtantial ſtrength of one, there wou 
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ſo much he hath engaged for : And yet} 
ter ſome time is paſt, he hath been cx 
ſtrained to bear theloſs of it. Whereto 
it is expedient, that every one ſhould ca 


ſider the nature of Suretiſhip before bf 
begin to wade thercin, leaſt he fall intof 


which with much' induſtry and care li 
hath gathered together. \ 

If he do but lift up his Eye lids to' It 
hold what he is going to do ; he ſhall { 
that the tortering in-lecurity of the Bo 
rower 15 one main reaſon that the props 
his ſecurity is deſired. | 

The Lender upon Ulſury would har 
more Strings than one to his Bow, becaul 
a three-fold Cord is not eaſily broke! 
were he well aſſured of the good, ani 


be no great neceflity of requiring mor 
Bur either the Honeſty, or the power 
one being doubtful ; the Lender reaſon 
bly demands better ſecurity before he pa 
with his Money. 

Itis commonly ſeen, that ſome Perla 
upon their occaſional Exigences can ral 
more Treaſure by paſling their Word, ( 
ſubſcribing a Note for remembrand 
then others can do by giving their Bond 
And yet theſe Perions who are ready! 
| 


avainſt Suretiſhip. 
2, and Seal their Obligations, have 
e viſible Inheritances than they, whoſe 
y Word, with any ſmall Signal, that 
es only for a Memorandum, ſhall be 
WE1 {or good Security. 
TJ hey, who by their Care, and Conduct 
weir particular V ocations,make a good 
Ware in the Cities and Corporations of 
= Kingdom, are readily truſted propor- 
ably to the Reputation they have gain- 
And many profitable Imploys, are 
dorted upon Credit, and no fuch thing 
Bond is deſired ; the Reaſons where- 
xre beſt known to thoſe whoare Con- 
ant in ſuch buſineſs: But the chief 
of this credit (I ſuppoſe) is the ap- 
red honeſty of thoſe that Traffick ; nor 
they have a ſweeter Flower in their 
eflion ; For the Cuſtom they have 
ured, and the hope of gain by Sale, 
h Spurs them onin their Buſineſs, are 
able, and uncertain things ; and there- 
the root of the matter, and the beſt 
ind of Confidence, is a firm, and in- 
tib1: Integrity: For when Cuſtom 
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off, or Sale is obſtruced, the Mer- . 


as, and Traders, that are upright, will 
deſire to be truſted above their power, 
this makes their Word equivalent in 


ue to a legal Obligation. If ſome are 
begin 
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beginning a Trade, and want a full Sty 
or ſuch who have Traded long, wa 
make a Purchaſe, and need a Sum tok 
their deſign, the Booking of it down 
his Accompts that lends it, wall probal 
ſuffice: Or if Bonds with Sureties are( 
ſired, there can be little or no danger 
the ſecurity that is beſtowed, either uj 


the Trader that is skilful.in his Profteflis 


and hopeful in his Undertakings ; or 
Purchaſer that is wiſe in his Bargains, : 
honeſt in his Converſation ; except t 
the Mortality of cicher may be the oc 
on of ſundry Troubles to thoſe that ar 
bliged for them : For though Debts in! 
caſe have a precedence to Legacies, ! 
Juſtice ſhould be 4arisfied before the k 
neſs of the Deceaſed can be fulfilled: | 
Executors of Wills, or Adminiſtraton 
Inventories may have other Principles, 
tections, and Intereſts than the Dece 
had : Upon which Account the Repol 
the Deceaſed Friends may be mucli 
dilturbed,and their Afﬀeairs may be ltr: 
ly perplexed cet full fatisfa&tion cat 
procured. 

It is not fomuch my buſineſs at pret 
to ſhew where Suretiſhip is not, as Wl 
it 15 dangerous. 


againſt Suretiſhip. 

T make no doubt, but that in ſome ca« 

it is not only ſafe, but praiſe worthy ; 
s being a chargeleſs act of great kindneſs, 
d Brotherly Love, and ſuch a Work of 
harity as puts the Doer to no expence at 
ll. 

Were the danger Epidemical, all the 
orld would be aftrighted atit; no Man 
ill come nearthe pit chat ſwallows up all 
it ſlipinto it, or approach the Air that 
fects all that breath it : Bur” that rare 
retiſhip which is both ſafe and commen- 
able, is no ſufficient incouragementtoan 
niverſal Approbation of this practice. 
The harmleſs Circumſtances of ſome 
ureties, and the grateful Offices that 
ave been returned for their ſeaſonable 
indneſs, are no Argument that all Sureties 
all befaved from Damages, and requited 
dr their opportune Afiiſtance : and there- 
Tre let no Man preſume of ſafety, or ex- 
< a grateful Conſideration in all Cir- 
mſtances, becauſe there is no danger of 
oſs, or guilt of Ingratitude in ſome Ca- 


The Confidence Men commonly have 
their Familiar Acquaintance, over- 
esthe Fears of all Inconvemiences they 

nay be the occaſion of. They make no 


loubt of the ſincerity of their — 
| an 
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and the hope of Mutual Civilities, is 
Oyl tothe Lamp of their Correſpondenuy 
But both this Confidence, and this Hogg 
are too often built upon Sands ; they lok 
their brightneſs in the next riling Cloulf 
and ſuffer the ſad experience of the fall 
neſs of their ground by the firſt peevils 
Storm that falls upon them. ; 

Far be it from any Man to imaging, 
that there ſhould be no mutual truſt 0 
hope among Men, which are the Hings 
upon which the motion of ſundry Negs 
Uations turns. 

When the Royal Pſalmiſ# ſpeaks hi 
Judgment concerning the necetiity, an 
lafety of truſting in God art all times, and 
 fays, Surely Mer of low degree are Vanity 
and Men of high degree are a Lie, tobe laid 
the Balance, they are altogetber lighter tha? 
Vauity. He excludes all wordly thingsby 
reaſon ofthe mutability, and deceictulnd 
thereof from being worthy of a Religiay 
Truſt, which is an Idolatrous A whe 
directed to, and terminated upon all 
Created Object : But he doth not chargi 
all Degrees, and Conditions of Men, 2 
Impoſtors that have no truth, and fait 
tulneſs among them ; or, cry out, as {on 
upon notable provocations have done,7H 


there zs no Faith in Man, 
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It is the too common prattiſe of the P/al.g8.3: 
icked to ſpeak Lies, to be the Forgersof = 4- 
them, and to delight therein : But part of i: 
the Characer of the Juſt, that they deteſt 
this Cretian Iniquity, and. know them- 
"8 {clves obliged to keep their Words, and 
A Promiſes; though their faichfulneſs in do- 
ing fo, tend to their own Lofs, and De- 
Frcriment, | | 
8 Yet the World being fullof Lying Lips, 
"8 of Flattering and Deceirtul Tongues ; all 
Wperſons muſt have a great ſtock of eaſe 
Credulity, who will be contident of the 
truth of all that is ſpoken, or promiſed to 
them. 
"= They whoſe Eyes are open, can with 
*Bſorrow behold ſomuch falſneſs in ſome of 
"Yall Degrees, and Conditions, as may ju- 
"Fitifiz their Cautionin dealing with them 
Fand cauſe them to deny their Afent to 
oF1uch needleſs Oaths, and multiplied Aſle- 
verations, which being uſed to obtain Cre- 
dence, have the misfortune to be inter- 
preted in a ſenſe clean contrary to their 
deſign. 
Theplaineſt truth is ordinarily crowned 
with the faireſt Credit, and a pure ſim- 
plicity needs no Flowery Buſh, or Gaudy 
Harangue to make it acceptable. 


The upright Dealer is a Man of tew 
C words, 


Caution 


words, and lovesrather to be puncualin # 
his Doings, than eloquent in his Language; 
and believes a ready performance of what- 2 
ever is juſt, will be more comfortable to * 
his Neighbour, than the moſt fluent Elo- F 
cution which is winged with ſeveral Di. 7 
ſtinAtions, and Evaſions, and flees away, 3 
leaving no Track behind; and the words * 
of many are like Wind, which raifeth a * 
choaking Duſt, and too often portend a 
Storm. = 
He that is a great Orator in ſecular bu- 
ſineſs, uſually minds himſelf, and warmly 3 
pleads his own Cauſe ; but he that isa # 
taithful doer, minds another as himſelf, | 


and will rather ſufter harm than do wrong! | 
Wherefore, if men find their Acquain- | 


rancs too full of words in ſolliciting kind- | 
neſles, they may have ſome reaſon to fu- | 


&s 
WE 
as + 


ipeR a deſign ; and it is more ſafe to ſlip | 
the Collar in due time, than bear the Yoke Þ 
they aretempted to. k 
Were the Veſſel full, it would not make *# 

ſo great a noiſe; this commonly proceeds | 
trom emptineſs, and meer vanity ; and it | 
1s NO faulr to be jealous of his Condition, | 
who by his own A renders it liable to | 
I ; 

ut Knavery hath a full Ward-robe, 

whereby *tis furniſhed with divers Dref- 


is, 


LY 
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ſs, and Ornaments to cover its Deformi- 
ty withal. Yea, rather than the Mon- 
{trons Nakedneſs thereof ſhould appear, it 
will put on Veſtments taken out of the San- 
cuary, and poflibly ſhall ſeem more skil- 
ful in the form, and ſhew of Religion,than 
that ſincerity which hath beſt experience 
therein 3 and we muſt confeſs, it is not 
ealic todiſcern where the Devil lurks,when 
nothing but an Angel of light is 1n view : 
Whence it hath come to paſs that many 
Cheats have paſſed current,that have been 
itampt with a Sacred Image; and they 
who have well learned the diſtinguiſhing 
Notes, and Characters of a Sect, have 
been able to play their ſubtle Games wich 
the Brotherhood without diſcovery. 

The World has ſeen ſome Families be- 
trayed to ruine, by being taken in the 
Snares, which an TIlluſtrious Profeflion 
hath layed for them ; and fince Cheats 
' 1998 up themſelves in all Acttires, 1t is 
more difficult to ſpie out their deſigns, then 
[trange that they ſhould be ſucceſsful. 

However, it is not impoſfible to ſtrip 
the fraudulent Contrivance that is diſgui- 
ſed with the moſt colourable Pretences. 
For when Mens Profeſſion ſurmountstheir 
Practice, when they are more concerned 


for a Superficial Ceremony, than a well- 
C 2 bodied 
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bodied Righteouſneſs: When there are 
palpable Inconſiſtences in the courſe of 
th:ir Lives; when their Fruits are notan- 
{werable to their Lip Labours ; when their 
words favour more of Pride than Experi- 
ence; when their Moral intercourſes with 
Men, tail much ſhort of that Zeal for Re- 
Fgion, which they pretend to: and when 
their conſtant behaviour doth not comport 
with a ſubſtantial Piety and Goodnels ; 
the deceitfulnelſs of the thew which the 
make,is not altogether indiſcernible ; and 
every prudent perſon has ſufhcient cauſe 
to take heed leſt he be decoyed too far in- 
to their Concerns,and then be taken in the 
Ners,out of which there is no eſcap2,with- 
out paying all the Ranſom thart is required. 
It Men's Hearts were animatcd with 
rhe pure Sprit of Religion, they could 
not be unfurhtul, or untair in their Deal- 
ings with Men ; tor he who loveth God, 
mult love his Brother alſo: And therefore 
none Can Gifpole of any concerns better, 
than by putting them into ſuch hands, 
wich are moſt ſincerely lifted up to the 
creat God of Heaven: And we may be- 
lieve, that ſu:h who have a pious care of 
the firſt, will not break the ſecond Table. 
But we may not always be enamoured 
with a ſpcious appearance of Devotion, 
| though 
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though the Spirit, and Power thercof, 1s 
moſt worthy of an Afﬀectionate Veneratt- 
on and Eſteem. 

It muſt be confeſſed, that more Pocke:s 
have been picked in the Marker, than in 
the Temple; and yet many knaviih tricks 
have been boldly acted under the cover of 
a Religious Cloak. 

But the Inſecurity of the Principal, 
grows not only from the naughtineis of his 
Morals, or the doubtfulneſts of his Truth, 
and Honeſty ; but from the weaknel; ot his 
condition, and this is Obvious, when Mcn 
take up Money, not to make Purchaies, or 
to drive ſeaſonable,and advantageous Ear- 
gains, but to ſupply real Necethities, or 
to ſupportneedlels V anities. 

Among the weak Porrowers of this Age 
ſuch are commonly dangerous to their 
Friends, who are exther raſh in their Pro- 
jections, or vain 1R their Converſa- 
tion. 

There is a Generation, who to win a 
Name among the Vertuoſo's, will ſoon 
conſume all that they can get into their 
hands. That little Philofophy they have 
diſturbed their raw Brains with, io lirang- 
ly leavens their Phancies, that they are 
preſently ſwelled with an Opinion ct their 
own mighty power, and Can treely tax 


3 th em- 
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themſelves with the charge of ſundry Fx- 
periments,in hope of ſome wonderful per- 
tormance. 

[ make no doubt, but ſuch who have - 
eminent Parts, ſufficient power, compe- 
rent Abilities, and convenient Means tor 
Philoſophical Attempts may ' produce 
ſomething conſiderable for the uſe of 
Mankind : and though they can reap no 
Fruit equivalent to their own vaſt Expen- 
ces ; yet they find their rewardin the plea- 
ſure which they take in being either the 
Authors, or Incouragers of an Invention, 
thatis uſeful to others. 

But they whoimagine themſelves capa» 
ble for ſuch rare Adventures, and muſt 
not only conſume their Subſtance, but 
contract great Debts for the Accompliſh- 
ment of their Projects, are the Authors of 
as much danger to their Sureties, as of da- 
mage to themſelves: And when ſome ſhall 
waſte much Treaſure to cxtract a grain 
ot Gold out of a certainquantity of Iron, 
or a drop of Spirits out ofa dry Bone, and 
weat y themſelves in ſuch ke Experiments, 
or empty their own, and others Purſes'to 
till their termented Phanſies with the glo- | 
ry of ſome fruiclefs Invention ; they a&t | 
as Fools that will part with all things for # 
che ſake of a Bauble they are delighted 
with; 
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with: And who can diſcern how ſuch 
ſhould live by their Wits,who are conſum- 
ed by their Folly? Their Trade renders 
them by ſo much poorer than Poets, by 
how much their Projetions 'are more 
chargeable than the Poets, either Comis 
cal, or Tragical Inventions. - It is not poſ- 
ſible for ſuch to thrive to their own con- 
tent and others Indemnity, who are {till 
aiming at great Matters, and cannot ap- 
prehend the leaſt advantage z but ſpend 
more in their Travels, than ever they can 
receive at their Journeys end : Or it they. 
ſhould happen upon ſome luckly Adven- 
ture, yet they know not how*to husband 
the Talent when it is in their power, but 
ina vain hope of a manifold encreaſe, caſt 
it into ſuch a Ground which is altogether 
hungry and unprofitable. 

Again, the weakneſs of others is mani- 
feſt, whoſe Expences exceed the Bounds 
of their Fortunes, and whoſe Vices run 
their Condition into remedileſs Arrears. 
There are not ordinarily any greater Bor- 
rowers in the Kingdom, than ſuch Gen- 
try, whoſe ſubſtance melts before the heat 
of their Feveriſh Phanſies, and Luxurious 
Appetites; or ſuch who have an Ambition 
to be as they, and the Houſe that is fo full 


of Superfluities as to Vomit out irs own In- 
C 4 habitane, 
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habitant, will ſpout forth ſuch alſo, who & 
are Incorporated in his Condition. 

Ithath been the ſhame of our Age, that 
the Houſes of divers great Men, which 
ſhould be the Nurſeries of the moſt refined 
Morality and Vertues have been the Re- 
ceptaclesof Vice, the Lodges of Luxury, | 

Hac domo the Neſt of Idleneſs, and the Pelts of Pro- | 
” aan. pha neneſs. | g 


num com- | 
prebendam,niþil eft damnabilius ad meritum, nthil ſeditioſius ad cone | 
fortium, nthil inhoneſtius ad mores, nihil ſordidius ad conſcientiam, 
nihil culpabiltus ad famam, nibil permitioſius ad exemplum. Petrus 
Bleſ, Ep. 18. 


Itis the great Cry and Clamour of the | 
People againſt Men of Eſtates, . that they i 
let their Lands at a Jewiſh Wrack,maintain | 
their Servants at a thriftleſs height, ſpend 
their Fortunesat an extravagant rate, gra- iv 
tifie their Vices beyond oaks: wear out i 
their Bodies, and caſt away their Soul ' 
for a Tranſitory and Sordid Pleaſure, | 
which 1s a pitiful exchange for either; dif- | 
oblige their Neighbours, negle& their | 
Children, overlook the Poor, diſcourzge | 
their Miniſter, and undo their Sureties, 
or their Creditors, and allto fill up a Con- 
Ceit, or pleaſe the State of a Humour 
which ſucks them dry, leaves them needy, 
and then Borrowing, Mortgaging, or 

Sel 
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Wclling, till all is waſted, and gone. 


When ſome are of Opinion, tharthere 
snot a more Ungentile, and ſorry Quali- 
7, than a diſcreet Frugality, and wiſe 
Thrift (which thovgh it be an honourable 
ertue is thought worthy of no better 


A'icle with them, than a ſtingy narrow- 


eſs, and Miſery of Nature) every Obſer- 


Fer may be a Prophet able enough tofore- 
Fc! their fall: For he that runs down a 


' FPrecipice, can rarely ſtop till he come to 
} 


, 


he bottom. Every Seaman can tell us, 


Þ hat he that overſails his Bark,or overlades 
2Þis Boat, will put both in danger ; and e- 


ery Country-man can aflure us, "Fhat he 


Fat overſtocks his Ground, will ſtarve his 


attel: in like manner, when an Eitate 
 over-charg'd with ſuperfluous Suckers, it 
ill ſoon be conſumed : As they who will 


rudy beyond their ftrength, or lift great 


eights above their power ; or run beſide 
eir Breath, or Wraſtle beyond their 
atch, ſhew more of Juvenile Deſire, 
an Manly Diſcretion in their Labours: 


Jo they who willlive high, and ſpend ei- 


er beyond their Ability, or their degree, 
all find that their neceflities will become 
cir Puniſhment, ſooner than their vain 
xceſſes ſhall be accounted their Glo- 


ij The 
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_ contracted, which are rarely paid by thi 
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The largeſt Flambeaux will be conf 
med with continual burning: And th 
Gentry who are fond of keeping up th 
Port of their Families, when their powet 
falls much ſhort of that of their Anceſton 
are conſtrained to fall Woods,or ſign Rent! 
Charges, to grant Lives, and paſs Leaſe, 
orenfranchiſe Copy-holds; and whent 
fruit of all theſe ſhifts is gone, Debts : 
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borrowing hand. 
He that cannot live within the compa{ 
of his Annual Income, but is forc'd t 
fpend AMichaelmas Rents at Midſommn 
Moon ; when Winter comes muſt warn 
himſelf at another's Fire, who knows h 
room would be more advantageous, tha 
his Company proves delightful, tor he wh 
is known to be unkind to himſeltin a lavil 
Diſtipation of his Goods, can find bt 
cold acceptance, and little Credit wit 
his Neighbours, unleſs among ſuch del 
ded Fools who have had a great Opinonſh.. 
of his free, Noble, and generous way Ip 
living, and to help him in his profligan.. 
humour, are ready to ruin themſelves. 
The Improvident Landlords, that cat 
not keep within the Bounds of their I 
ſtates, or be contented with the Rates at 
Meaſures of a commendable op 
tis 
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Witisfied with the Portions which common 


rudence is willing to carve out to them z 
20 often draw their Tenants, and others 
to dangerout Engagements on their Ac- 
"Mount ; and render themſclves liable to be 
Fclted with as many detracting Verdidts 
"Wt the high Shoos, as they have "Tongues 
> utter, Ears to hear, and opportunities 
> meet together ; and every Market is 
rniſhed with a Seflion of ſuch courſe 
does, who will paſs their ſevere Cen- 
res upon the needy Man, who 1s ſtill 
orrowing props to Marc the Grandeur 
f his tottering Fabrick: Though he ſtrive 
"Wo make ſome ſhew of the ancient great- 
eſs of his Houſe, yet the weakneſs of his 
ondition is manifeſt, and it is no ſmall 
artof his Mitery, that he is become cheap 
his Country Neighbours thoughts, by 
W<<ding their Supply, betore he may com- 
"Wand it as his due. 
'F And not only thedecayed Gentry wha 
W'rugele in vain, to be as Torches rokeep 
FÞ the liluſtrious Port of their Families, 
nd go out in the Twilight of a Farthing 
andle: But all whoſe Inordinate Phan- 
es, and Vitious Appetitescrave more than 
heir Incomes amountto ; and who ſpend 
zeyond their Bounds, are dangerous to 


heir Sureties : For the Veſſel that conti- 
nuaily 


27 
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nually leaks, will in time be empty, an 
not one drop will be left wherewith the 
might refreſh themſelves. And asthe 
dy that is often ſurfeited, will be great 
d:{tempered, if not deſtroyed ;: 1o thatE 
ſtate which muſt yield diſproporctiona 
Expences, vaniſhes by an incurable waſt 
and Conſumption. 

Bur I ſhall have an occaſion to ſpe: 
more largely to this point in due plac 
which have glanced on at preſent to ſhey 
that the Principal cannot be truſted wit 
out Surctics, as well upon the account ( 
the weakneſs of his Condition, as the N 
ſpition of his Integrity; and when eitle 
of theſe things occur to the Lenders Cot 
ſideration, he hath ſufficient Reaſon tt 
require that Security which is good, ail 
ftubſtantial. 

There may be other Reaſons of Suret 
ſhip beſides theſe I have already mentie 
ned: As, the Inſtability and unczrtainy 
of all Human Aﬀairs, the Mortality that 
15 inthe World, the diſtinion of the Bot 
rowers quality, and degree from t 
Lenders ; who can better deal with ſuc 
degrees which are ſuitable to his own; 
the diſtance of his Reſidence, or the Pn 
vilzdges belonging thereto, and 1 queſtion 
not, but upon theſe, and ſuch like A 
| County} 
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unts, a good Security may be required. 
vr though Mens preſent Ability be ſuthci- 
t, yet their Condition is liable toſundry 
alualties, and Accidental Diminutions : 
nd though their Honeſty was never ſu- 
ted, yet they are Men, and therefore 
ble tomany Temptations ; and true Hi- 
dry can inform us, that fome of the beſt 
ve ſometimes been foiled thereby. 
The mutability of all things under Hea- 
n, 1s palpable to all Obſervers : And it 
ofren ſeen, that a notable change in 
ens Condition, is the occaſion of no 
all alteration in their manners : beſides 
eath, which is common to all Men, is 
2 cauſe of a conſiderable mutation in all 
Ings, and Circumſtances appertaining 
them : And the buſineſs that might be 
ompliſhed with eaſe, while the perſon 
ed, who was chiefly concerned therein, 
omes intricate, and vexatious upon his 
xccalz. 
Morover, the difference, and incqua- 
y of d:grecs among Men, however ne- 
ilary it be to the ſubſiſtence of all Poli- 
K Bodies ; yet itis the occafion of fun- 
y Ditkculries, in particular Intercour- 
» in which Men would rather have to 
with ſuzh whom they can Converſe 
th uponeven Terms, than with others 
whoſe 
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whoſe Stature is by ſome Cubits higly 
than theirs : And therefore when the B 
rower is ſeated in a tranſcendent degreet 
the Lender, he may call for Sureties th 
are nearer to his own form. | | 

Or when the Principal hath his Rej 
dence ina County far diſtant, whichmy 
be the occaſion of ſome inconvenienc 
'The Creditor may deſire a Surety nean 
home, with whom he can Tranſat 
Matters with eaſe. | 

Or when he dwells in a Priviledg 
place, where the Law cannot with fate 
be put in Execution ; or when he ha 
the favour of ſuch a ſpecial Protea 
that he isexempted from that Subjectic 
which renders him lable to the Law 
then Sureties may be required, who h 
neither priviledge by their Manſion, n 
Protection by their Office or Relatic 
Bur in all theſe Caſes in which Lendersq 
on Ulſury are-wellguarded, and their W 
ty 15S maintained by good Security , ti 
SECurity is in danger : Forif he who 
once eſteemed ſubſtantial and wail 
through the changeableneſs, and inſtal 
lity of Human Affairs be reduced toWuri 
weak condition ; or he that had the ſu 
putation of upright dealing, through re 
violence and force of Tempunony 21! 

malt 


aoainſt Suretiſhip. 
aſtered, and conſtrained to practiſe 
hifrs againſt the habitual bent of his own 
ind ; or he that living, would have done 
| things well, leaves an Eſtate that can- 
2t be touched by the vertue of any Bond, 
r Bill, his Sureties are liable to pay the 
WDcbts tor which they are obliged : Or, it 
e Borrower be Superiour in degree to 
e Lender, the Sureties are expoſed to 
| the hard Intercourſes that the Lenders 
ower can ſting them with: And it is 
lain, that when the Principal lives at a 
iltance,and the Sureties are near at hand ; 
r when he hath his Reſidence in a Privi- 
Wcegcd place, or lives under the ſhadow of 
Special Protection, the Sureties that have 
0 ſuch advantages lie open to all ſuch 
roubles as are proportionable to the mea- 
re of their Obligations: And were all 
2 Reaſons examined, upon which Lend- 
require Sureties, Men would have as 

any Arguments of Caution again(t Sure: 
ſhip, as Creditors can find Reaſons to 
emand it. | 

The Sum of all is, That Creditors do 
dt think themſelves ſafe without good le- 
urity, and yet all the ſafety of Sureries 
Wu't depend on them whoſe ſingle Bonds 

re thought unſafe, and inſufficient : They 

» Wult cruitchoſs whom others ſuſpect, _ 
Jv rene 
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relic upon their Counter-Bond, whoſe 


Bond could not find acceptance, or ds 
pend upen their Word, whofe Obligation 


was judged inſecure. Though the parti! 

cular Judgment of the Creditor may be 
talſe, and groundleſfs, in reſpe& of all} 
Perſons with whom he hath to do, ycteve} 
ry Man hath reafon to mind his own fake? 
ty as much as he; and to beware thot hey 
be not drawn into any dangerous Engage 


ments, or be not obliged for more than 
he is able and willing to pay, without 
hurting himſelf, or his Family, which he 
15 Naturally, and Religiouſly bound to 
provide tor. 

By the ſame Reaſons that the Uſurer 
would have his Money ſafe, the Surety 
might be moved to take care, that his Pro 
perty be not infringed, and that he be not 
Bound upon the hazard of all for which he 
is obliged ; when he ſees one before hun} 
thar is careful in his buſineſs, he hatha ner 
Exampleto move him to a Conſideration 
of what he doth. 

But if Men will be Bound for their Ac 
quaintance at all Adventures, they Il 
hand over head upon their peril, and Mt 
coming Surerties for Infolvent Perſons,the 
raſhly expoſe themſelves to'all the Charg 


and Troublethat ſuch Obligations can 7 
fl 


f 


if 
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flitthem with; as to the Uſurers ſtinging 
Demands, and ſevere Solicitations, which 


CÞ * 


; imbitter their State, and diſturb their Re- 
: Woſe ; and chough they ſtudy to qualifiz 
» Wuch Proceedings fora time, yet they can- 
1 Wot quench them, for the fire increaſes b 


elays, when it 's only checkt without Ex- 
indtion ; and the Current that was ob- 
{tructed, floods the Banks ; and then fears 
f Arreſts are pouredin upon them,where- 
by their Liberty is maimed, and they can» 
ot freely attend their own Secular con- 
Fcecrns, bur muſt remain as Priſoners under 
oF cir own Roof, and yet probably cannot 
2njoy a ſecure reſt in their own Manſions ; 
M&1cir Concealment wherein, fills their Re- 
y ations wich Fears,and expoſes their weak- 
+ W1els to their Servants, who may betray 
yWFem, it they be ſo minded ; or will be 
i 
m 
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Wempred to difreſpe& their Perſons, and to 
Wncelet their Afﬀeairs as wanting the Ma- 
ſte:r's Eye that ſhould make them diligent, 
4 luſpefting their Inability co reward 
them. | 
In thiscaſe, Mens Heartsare no lefs full 

of Vexations, and Worldly Sorrows, than 
their Heads are of t:arfal Apprehenſions; 
tOr they cannot be ture of a laſting ſafety 
"Win their cloſet Retirements, and it by any 
cevice they are fetched out of their Neſts, 
D they 
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they are preſently encountred with the 
power of Serjeants, or Catchpoles, where. 
of ſome are much difterent from other 
Men, in reſpec of the courſneſs of thei; 
Manners, uſing the power tney are intry-$ 
ſted with, more like Wild Beaſts that$ 
know the ſtrength of their Teeii, Claws, 
or Horns, than Men who ſhould treat? 
them as Brethren, whom they have got 
into their hands; and not colour their 
rudeneſs with a pretence of executing the 
Law, which ſurcly might be done with: 
zt ſuch lacivilities which are fomerims 
practited. 

And now, when the hunted Surewus 
are taken, and have ſuftered the diſgrace 
tul, and vunhandlome Circumſtances of a 
rude apprehenſion; they are hurried away, 
or driven like Beaſts into a Pound, and in 
caſe they cannot find Ne'zhbours to be as 
kind to them, in wving Bail for them, a 
they were to others, in being their Sure 
ties, they mult tuffer the hard meaſures ol 
Itzprilonment, and there abide confined 
among, Strangers, and muſt expect {ucl 
Treatmznt, and no better, chan what 
tncy we able to purchaſe at a dear rate; 


an. poilibiy at beſt but hard Fare, and | 

hzrder Lodging ; 2nd a fad ſort of Gueſts 

© bear them Company : And here they ! 
" | are 
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are fixed, till they can find means for their 
Enlargement, which cannot be had with- 
out payment of the Debt that 1s claimed 
by him, whoſe Priſoners they are; or 
ſome Expedient that may be accepted for 
an Equivalent Diſcharge: Pelides, they 
are now hable to all the Charges which 
Troubles of this nature are commonly at- 
rended with; fer the neglect of making a 
timely fſatisfa&tion to one, grows to a ne- 
celitty of giving fatisfattion to many: E- 
very one will now endeavour to pluck a 
Feather from them ; ſo rhat by rhat time 
all have reccived what they can pretend 
any of the leaſt right to, the Miſerable 
Sureties are ſtripped naked, and return 
home (it may be) no leſs forrowful for 
the grievous Circumſtances of their pre- 
ſent. Condition, than before they were at- 
titted with their wretched Confine- 
ment. Or, if their Power can deſpiſe 
this los, yet they unavoidably ſuffer 
the imparing of their Eſtates, fo far as 
| the ſeveral Sums extend, which have 
WF been exacted from them. Beſides, their 
WY buſineſs has been much backned, and 
| 


much time loſt, which in fome Mens 
Concerns is a confiderable Damage. 

MW And by theſe Proceedings, ſome Sute- 
FF tics are reduced to ſuch weakneſs, that 
D 2 they 
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they are deprived of the Materials which 
may be neceſlary for them in the buſinek 
of their lawful Calling ; and where 
Straw is wanting for making Brick, little 
can be done; or what is done with great | 
ſtraining, can yield but ſmall advantage, 
and there is yet a more poynant Grievance Wh 
conſequent upon the former, that many n 
who are caſt into theſe Afﬀtlicive Circum. v 
ſtances, are daily pierced with the Con- 
plaints of their own Familics.  D 
Their Wives and Children cty for Wc 
Bread, and they have none to give them: Wc 
Their Servants tor Wages, and they have Wi 
not wherewithal to fſatisfie them : So that 
the preſence of their near Relations, who 
have been the light of their Eyes, and the 
comfort of their Lives, wounds them to | 
the Heart, and «loubles their Sorrows. ? 
They cannot look upon them withow | 
yerning Compaſlions, and mournful Re: id 
tlexions upon ' their own indiſcretion, # 
whereby they have opened ſuch Mouths | 
againſt them, whoſe juſt Complaints they 
cannot anſwer, whoſe Hunger they are 
not able to fill, and whoſe Nakedneſs they 
cannot Cover : Hereby they are made lit 
tle inthe Eyes of their Neighbours, and {MW 


able to all the Shame and Obloguy. their 
Folly hathdeſerved. 


The 8 


apainſt Saretiſhip. 37 
The Wile Man tells us, That the Poor 5 Prov, 14- 
ated, even of his own Neighbour ; but the 20. 
Rich hath many Friends, And again, All 
he Brethren of the Poor do hate him, how Prov.19.7- 
uch more do his Friends go far from him : 
He purſueth them with words, yet they are 
, Þ-anting to him. But he, who by Sureti- 
e Whip is rendered Poor, hath made himſelf 
Wot only the' Subje& of that Contempt 
Fwhich 1s incident to a needy Conditton ; 
Wut the mark of more ſtinging Accuſati- 
gons, being cenſured as one, who by a 
fooliſh Act, pregnant with ſundry Mil- 
hiets, hath deſtroyed himſeif, and made 
11s own Houle miſerable. 


CHAP. Il 


. Declareth, That the Caution againſt 
Ourettſhip, depends on Divine Au: 
thority ; and how far Men are obli- 
ged in Conſcience to frame ther Mea- 
ſures accordingly. 


He Conſideration of the nature of 


Suretiſhip, with all Circamſtanc-s 
auhc* 


Caution 
adherent thereto, may warn all Men, that 


regard their own Intereſt, ro ſhun ſuch} 
Pecuniary Engagements, which are the 
cauſe of great damage, or danger. 

But there is a greater Argument than 
Intereſt, to diſwade all Perſons from {ub-| 
jecting themſelves to ſuch Obligations, WP 
for Conſcienceof Duty is a more binding WF! 
Reaſon, than the relpect of a "Temporal 'F' 
ſafety. When both join their Forces toge- 
ther, the ſcales of buſinzfs (unleſs there F# 
be more violence than weight on thecon-# 
trary part) are ſoon turned on their ſide 
The Tye of Conſcience 1s of equal extent 
with the Law of Self-Preſervation ; but 
the mind of Man being thronged with vain 
Imaginatiors, the Knowledge, and Senſe 
thereof is. more feeble and obſcure : And 
ia that Suretiſhip is always painted with} 
pretences of Friendſhip, tis hard for ſome} 
to believe, thatthe ſhunning of ir is a real} 
part of their Duty : For knowing that Ly# 
the Royal Law of God, they arc obliged? 
tothat Love which is the Pond of pertet 
neſs, and is fruitful in a!l acts of kindnek, 
and 1n all manner of good Offices; they 
cannot underſtand how they can well re 
tule foch a Courtefie whereby their friend 
ſhip is put to a remarkable Tiyal; the de 
mal whereof would render them Obnotzt 

OUS, 


© bg m—_— ' 


a > 


againſt Suretilhip. 


hat : 2us, either to be ſuſpected of inſincerity, 
ck Wr co be cliarged with a ſhameful detect in 
he What Charicy which is the end of the Di- 


110 Commanument. 
All Solicitations for Mens Suretiſhip, 
re commonly dreit in Robes that are 
orrowed of this vertue, infomuch, that 
uch are thought wanting 1n their tricnd- 
hip, whodo not readily comply with the 
}lircs of their Neighbours, when tney 
ask no more than their being Security for 
hem. And ſfomeareeality prevailed with 
o kecome Surerties tor others, when they 
are periwaded, that the real Laws of 
riend{hip require ſo much of them. 
Whereiore it 15nece!{lary, thar tiziispornt 
ould be cleared, ard when all the jallz 
olours itis painted with,are waſkt away, 
© will appear, that Mens Luty lies in tne 
avoidance of what they may imagine 
hemſelves obliged to pertorm. 
For true Juſtice forbids that Suretiſhip, 


in 
fe 
fi 
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jl hich common Friendſhip ſeems to de- 
. W1and. 

Juſtice is an Eternal, and Indiſpenſable 
i Duty, and the true Foundation of the 


be!t Love : For no Man can be rightly 
haritable, unleſs he be juſt. Neither is 
It confiſltent with an Univerſal Love, to 
urt ſome, in being kind to others: Or, 
D 4 tO 
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to wrong one's ſelf, in being Liberal to ;? 
Neighbour. | | 

Neither canit beeſteemed a Charitah} 
A&in any Man, to diſpoſe of ſuch thing 
which are not in his own Power ; or tohz 
zard the Goods without conſent, whic 
others together with himſelf, have a righ 
to. If any onethen, by Specious Argy! 
ments of Love, ſhall be tempted to be4 
come Surety for another in ſuch Bond® 
which involve injury to himſelf, his nex} 
Relations, or his Pariners in his buſinek 
and Calling, his Surertiſhip in ſuch a cak 
is no Ad of true Friendſhip, becauſe i 
hath not Juſtice for a Principle and Foun 
dation, 

VWhat'we read in the Proverbs of : 
Glorious King (inſpired with Divine 
Wildom) concerning this matter, dired 
us in a right uhderſtanding of it, an 
plainly maniteſts what Men cf juſt, and 
upright Principles ought to do : Tt 15 ne 
ceſlary therefore, in order to a clear ani 
diſtinct apprehenſion of this point, to & 
amine ſuch Proverbial Sayings, whit 
givc us a right, and intallible ſtate of thi 
| Caſe, 

The Firſt, I ſhall bring to remembrance 
is this : Be not thou one of them that ſtril 
bands, or of them that are Sureties for Debts, 


1 
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thou haſt nothing to pay, why ſhould he 
ake "* Eo fron: an ho? The 
Scope of the Text is a manitelt Cau- 
jon again!t raſh, and heedlefs Sureti- 
ip. To itrike Hands is an Hebrew Phraſe, 
or giving frequent ſecurity for others ; 


0 common a Ceremony among them in 
his buſineſs, that it is fometimes Metoni- 
jically uſed for the buſineis ir ſelf. But 
hzreas Mien may ſtrike hands in ſundry 
*ontracts different from Suretilhip, the 
he whole V erſe ſet together, ſhews, that 
uch ſtriking of Hands 1s underſtood, which 
vas cuſtomary with thoſe who entered 
nto this Capacity : And the warning 
cre given againſt this Ceremony, when 
he matrer 1s expreſt unto which it 1s ap- 
plied, imports a Caution againſt frequent, 
nd inconſiderate Sponſions ; but no ab- 
olute Prohibition ot all Engagements for 
dthers. For no part of Holy Writ ſhould 
de Interpreted to any ſenſe, but that which 
an be fairly adjuſted to the Analogy and 
leſign oft the whole Book of God, where- 
n we have ſome eminent Inftances who 
ave been worthily concerned as Sureties 
or others. 
When St. Pau! (the Apoſtle of Nations) 
nterceeds with Philemen for his Servant 


Dneſimus, (who had been unprofitable to 
him) 


Caution 


him) that he would receive him withthy 
reſpet, and affe&ion which was due toz; 
perſon newly Converted to the Chriſtia 
Faith, upon a ſuppoſition of any forme: 
injury towards his Maſter he had ben 
guilty of,or any Debt he had Contradtet, 
The Apoſtle becomes Sponſor in his behalf} 
afluring Philemon, that he ſhould ſufferng 


Phil.18.19 loſs, or damage by him. If he hath wronge! 


Genel. 42. 
47+ 


thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mm 
Account ; I Paul have written it with mm 

own hand, I will repay tt. But morethan 
this, we read in Sacred Hiſtory of on: 
who gave not his outward ſubſtance, but 
the Life of his Children in ſecurity : A 
when Facob's Sons knew it was neceſlary 
tor them, to take Benjamin their youngelt 
Prother with them into Egypt, that they 
might be furniſhed with C-5ra for that for 
Famine which was in their Land, and Js 
cob vas unwilling that Bexjamin ſhouls bt 
taken away : Reuben ſpake unto his Father, 
laying, Slay my two Sons if I bring him mt 
to thee ; deliver him into my hand, and I wil 
bring him to thee again. And we read of 
another Son of Facob who gave his owl 
perſon for ſecurity in this cate ; for Fudal 


« faid unto Jrael his Father. Send the Lad 


with me, and we will ariſe and g0, that wt 
may live, and not die, both 2ve, and . 
an 
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ad alſo our little ones. I will be Surety for 
Wim, of my hand ſhalt thou require bim; if I 
M8 ring him not unto thee, and ſet him before 
cr hee, then let me bear the blame for ever. And 
hercas we find that Benjamin's return to 
is Father was obſtructed by oſerh's Poli- 
y : Judah makes an importunare Supplica- 
10n to Joſeph for his free dilmiffion; and 
among many Patherical Arguments,makes 
2 Declaration of his perſonal Suretiſhip in 
his caſe. Thy Servant became Surety for Genel. 44; 
he Lad unto my Father ; 1aying, if [ bring 32: 
b;m not unto thee, then T ſhall bear the blame 
o my Father for ever. And ſince the Lad 
vas now become a Bond Servant to 7e- 
eph ; by a Covenant in which all his Bre- 
hren were concerned : Judah (who was 
apable of more profitable Service than 
e) offers himſelf in place of Benjamin, 
hat he might be ſet free: For being Surety 
or his return, he was obliged, not only 
o give up his Liberty, but his Life ; ra- 
her than 7rae/ his Father ſhould be berea- 
d of that Child, who was thelight, and 
omfort of his old Age. 

TOTES Judah makes Petition a 4 
eph ; Now I pray thee let thy Servant abide 
peed of the 3 » 4 Pa yu lo my Lerd, ON & 44: 
and let the Lad go up with his Brethren. 


Tudah 
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Hinc fide juſſioem generatim Tudab 15 not blame 


nan prokibert conſtat, nam Fehud# 
laudi ducetur guod pro ſalva Ben- 


for his undertaking 


jamints redufione ſe ſponſorem in- | this caſe, for by a 
rerp!ſuit, Carrwrightus, itrange concurrence 


Vitare v0- 
luit ſuum 
filtum ſpon- 
fiones ne 
in diſcri- 


Circumſtances, ther 
ſeemed a neceflity of ſome Expedient 
that mighe conduce to the ſupply of thei 
preſent want, and the ſatisfaction of [rae, 
in taking away his beloved Clild. And 
the ſacred Account waich is given of thy 
matter, ſhews, that it happily ſucceeded; 
Hower let it be nected, that Fudah's un 
dertaking made him liable to become} 
Bond-man, which was no lefs than a ge 
vous Affliction initſclf; though honours 
ble for him to endure Servitude, rathe 
than his Father's Houle, and all his Bre 
thren ſhould periſh for want of Bread; 
And though this, together with the for 
mer Inſtances, ſhew, that Suretiſhip may 
be laudable in ſome caſes, in which ther 
isan apparent Exigence thereof 3 yet it 
a matter in which much Caution 1s to be 
uſed. And Wiſdom inſtructs her Child 


to avoid all needleſs occafions of Poverty, 
or Danger, 


men ret ſamiliaris CF egeſtatem adduceretur, Mercerus, 


For the Caution againſt Suretiſhip 8 
ſtrengrhene! 
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rengthened with a Declaration of the 
amage that may inſue thereupon. If thou 
ft nothing to pay, why ſhould he take away 
by Bed from under thee ? There are ſome 


45 


ings very remarkable in this Text, bef; 4c 


ficulty in the ſenſe of the latrer part, 
hich muſt be conſidered. 
Firſt, It is clearly implied, that he who 
Surety for a Deb 1s obliged to pay it 
t of his own ſubſtance; for if he have 
dta Treaſure ready to fatisfi the Credi- 
rs demand, his molt neceilary Goods are 
able to be ſeized and taken away from 
m. He may flatter himſelf in his own 
anſie, and vainly hope that the Credi- 
dr may ſpare him, becauſe he never re- 
ved any thing of him, but contrary to 
I expectation, th: Crecitor with CeX- 
eam rigour falls upon him, and conti- 
ently juſtifes his Proceedings, and 1s 


ady to remonſtrate that he never had 


t out his Money but upon the Interpoit- 
On of the Surety : or if he had tound 
e Debtor Solvent, he would have requi- 
d it of him, and not have troubled his 
riend ; bur ſince he ezs his Bargain 5 1n 
anger, he has reaſon to act {triatly in 
*king his due, where it can be reco- 
red. 


Secondly, The Text gives an Admo- 
nition 
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nition to Sureties, that they do not en 
into Bonds which & 


Priuſquam ex alieng nomTne N- ceed their power ; Fi 


rum factamus, reput andum efſe, ; i: 
Ry aut ample, aut anguſte it they have nothing t 


nobis ſuppetant facultates. Cart PAY) they are in 
wrightus, ger of loſing the Goo 


that are molt neceflan 
for their conſtant uſe: For in the Worl 
Bed, there is a Syne:doche whereby w 
arc to underſtand ſuch things which are| 
necatul, that nore without great incone 
nience can be without them. Burt hen 
ſome difficulry may be ſtarted, in tha 
tis written in the Law of Moſes, that 


Creditor ſhould not deprive h15 Netghden 
ot the uic of {uch things, which comme 
Exod. 22, ſenſe might judge neceſſary for him. | 


25,27 thou at all take thy Neighbour's Rayment | 


pledge, thou ſhalt deliver it unto him, by th 
the Sun goeth down ; for that ,is his coverit 
only, it 1s his Rayment for his skin, whent 
ſhall be fleep ? 

Deut.246. No Man (hall take the nether, or the uf 
Miiſtone r0 pledpe ; for he taketh a Mati 
lift elo pledge. 

Verſ, to. PFhen thou doſt lend thy Brother any thin 
thou ſhalt not go into his houſe to fetch # 
pledge. 

Verſ.1t., Thou ſhalt ſtand abroad, and the man 
whom thou doe#t lend, ſhall bring out 


pled 
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[edge abroad unto thee. 

And if the Man be poor, thou ſhalt not ver. 12, \ 
ep with his pledge. 

In any caſe thou ſhalt deliver him the pledge 
gain, when the Sun goeth down, that he 
ay ſleep in his own Raiment, and. bleſs thee : 
ind it ſhall be righteouſneſs unto thee before 
be Lord thy God. 

Here it may ſeem, that we have a Di- 
ne Prohibition of taking away a Man's 
ed from under him : But the Proverb 
nder our preſent Conſideration imports, 

at an Infolvent Surety is liable to ſuffer 
is loſs, and damage; the execution 
heredf appears irreconcilable tothe Law. 
utthis ſeeming difficulty is reſolved by a 
{tint Obſervation of the: difference that 

between a Debt, and a Pledge: For a fius off 
ledge may be more valuable, and much ae ns 
ore neceſlary than the Loan for which qzirig, 
was given, and therefore the Law requi- 94am depo 
d the reſtitution thereof in ſome caſes; #*- 

ough what was lent was not returned to 

2 Owner. 

Beſides, there is a diſtinction to be made 
xrwixt the Municipal Law of the fews, 

hercby their properties were ſecured ; 
ad the Law of Charicy which might pro- 
tbit the detaining of a pledge that wasof 

celiary uſe to a Neighbour ; bur che 

Munt- 


Verlſ, 13+ 
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Municipal Law conſidered diſtinRtly by 
ſelf, might juſtifie ſuch a detenſion ; ant 
ſo different practiſes may either be app 
ved or condemned, according to the Lay 
by which they are cryed. 

The Surety is liable to bear all that my 
be required of the Principal ; not on] 
Mens goods, but their Children ; yea; 
their own perſons according to ſome Lawj 
were to be ſold, that Debrs might be k 
ti-fied, For we read of a certain Woma 
of the Wives of the Sons of the Prophet 
who cried unto Eliſha making this Rep 
ſentation to him of her ſad condition. 

Thy Servant my Husvand is dead, an 
thou knoweſt that thy Servant did fear i 

Lord; and the Creditor s come to take un 
him my two Sons to be Bond-men. 

Had the Creditor coms to do what 
might not,this Diſconſolate Widow mugit 
bave had ſome help by refiltance : Bur 
hiſha by a Miracle furniſhed her wit 
means to pay the Debt, and fo freed It 
Sons trom the danger of Bondage. 

Again, we read in the Goſpel a &: 

Matth, tainParable ofa King, ho took account | 
28.24 Kc. his Servants,and when he had begun to reck 
a pai one was brought unto him which owed bi 
be 1871; 57 thouſand Talents ; but foraſmuch as heb 
IO FS, Not 70 pay, bis Lord commanded him a 


\ 
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91d, and his Wife, and Children, and all that . 
le had ; and payment to be made, Which 
S:ocecding of his Lord was juſtifiable ac- 
o:ding to ftridneſs of Law, doubtleſs fo 
eat a Debt was not contracted on a ſad- 
Jen: Whence we may guels,that the longer 
he payment. of a Debt is deferred, the 
reater will the Debtor's miſery be: For 
ince Riches make themſelves Wings, they 
nay take their flight before the Neſt 1s 
ell warmed, where once they lay ; and 
» he who once had power ro cancel a 
ond, has not ſo much courage left as to 
leſire a fight of it, and will he leſs able co 
Den a Priſon Door that is once ſhut upon 
im, or to moderate the Tormentors, un- 
0 whom he 1s there delivered. 

But before we.take a view of the utmoſt 
fery of the raſh Surety, let us confider 
nother Proverb, like to that, which was 
rſt brought ro remembrance. 

Take his Garment, that is Surety for a Frov. 20i 
tranger. This advice which is given to ** 
1e Creditor for his ſafety, isa plain decla- 
ation of the great damage the Surety 1s |1- 
ble to ſuffer ; for he may be {tript of his 
arment, which is nearer to him chan his 
ded, and the Creditor may juſtifie the ta- 
ing of it : For when he truſts a ſtranger, 


e hath reaſonto make his Propzrty asfure 
| E as 
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- Jars = af _— & as he can, and not on 
F101 1gnoto Domrne } pojponaertt, Cu- >] 

Jas fides 11bi par nota eſt, 77 que pA - "_ oy | 8] 
ex ea1em relizzone, vel Eccleſia OL Anornel urch, 
non eſt, aut gente z, vel al10qui tibt Periwafion, and Com- 
zgmtus fit. Ne dubites nec refor- gnunion, comes under 


mdes, ft tibi veſtem ſuam aut alt- : SEE! 
ud pienus obrulerit pro extern illo this denomination; but 


accipzre : quia ille fidejuſſor ſuas he whoſe Ccondicion i 
facultates in diſcrimen adduzit, unknown : 1o that tht 
GG It zN pertcals, (7c. Mercerus, (Creditor Ti! {nch pl cake 
depends moſt on thx 

Surety, and may take any Pledge that 

offer d on that ſide, that can beſt fecur 
him,even a Garment rather than he ſhould 

runthe risk of an hazar 

Fins hominis quz fidequſſerit dous Bargain. Forth? 


pra extraneo erit, ut propter fide- © * jog 
"uſſiomem cum ſolvendo non fierit, ,* Id has known ſome 


rollant etiam weſtem ejus 7n pig- ſo forward in undens 

rs. Vatablus. king Suretiſhips, tha 

they have ſoon engagel 

themſelves beyond their power, and whe 

they are ſo deeply concerned, that thei 

Fountain is utterly exhaufted (imaginuy 

that their condition cannot be worle that 

tis) they follow on the ſame buſineſs ſtil 

and become Suretics rather by their own 

pragmaticalintruſion, than by their Neigt 

bours importunace requeſt : So that thei 

grcat zeal in this matter may render them 
ſuſpected to all wiſe Obſervers 

though by great Words, and plauſits 

Preten&® 


_Þ. Þ_<d—_—  _ 


 apainft Suretiſhip. | 
Yetences, they ſtruggle to buoy up their 
king Reputationz yet thz Creditor 
at will be ſafe, mult take a Pledge equi- 
alent to his concern ; as it he had todo 
ith one that ſells an Eſtate, which hath 
zen ofren Mortgaged above the worth ; 
r his dealing is no better, who becomes 
urety tor Debts, and is concerned-1n o- 
1er Ponds which exceed his Faculties,and 
therefore worthy to be deprived of his 
eceſlary Goods, to be ſtripped of his Ray- 
ent, and turned out naked to his 
Name. 
Ie is manifeſt, that = #c proverbio d fidejſſione dee 


. * 1 hortatur novo argumento9 ab ad- 
us Proverb, which junfFo incommodo 5 quod facile 


[ CWs, that the heedleſs ſpondens pro ſe ſponſorem (ſi quan= 
Purerty hath not right tO ads urgetar ) non reperier. Catrt- 
he Coat he is cloathed wrightus. 
vith, declares the dan- 
er of raſh Suretijhip, as well as the for- 

er: Nay, here ſeems to be a new Argu- 
nent to diſſwade Men from this buſineſs; 
n that he who readily yields to be Bound 
or others, will not find others as ready to 
de Bound for him, when the urgency of 

is Affairs ſhall crave their afliſtance ; for 
he danger of the loſs of his Garment aC- 
ording to thetenour of this Proverb, 1m- 
plies, that he hath not one that will Bail 

im out of his Diſtreſs, but his COm_ 

DN 
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mult anſwer for him, and Nakednef;, anl 
Shame mult be his Portion. 

Put the great miſery of the raſh Sure 
Prov. 11. 55 fully expreſt thus. He that 3s Surety fas 
wo Stranger ſhall fmart for it ; and he that hatah 
Suretiſhin is ſure, Few will give their Nang 
and Faith for a Stranger, properly 1o ca} 
led. But here we muft by this Name un! 
derſtand one whoſe condition 1s clouded 
from us, and who 1s unprovided with rex 
{onsto oblige ustro himfelt : For as he whs 
leaving his Lawtul Confort cleaves to a 
Hailot, is ſaid to go in unto a ſtrange Wo 
man, notwithſtanding his familiar Ac} 
Fidem fit- Quaintance with her. So he who becoms 
am m1 Pound for a Man whoſe Eſtate is not ms 
no nifeſt, or is ſecretly encumbred when iti 
Janius. NO part of his Dury to be obliged for 
him, is rightly ſaid to be Surety for : 
Stranger ; though xe have an intirnat 
knowledge of his Perſon; and ſhall {math - 
tor it. This word which ſpeaks his Unhay ll ! 
pineſs being ingeminated in the Hebrev,\ 
11Mports a very great affliction, and tro - 
1e : Andthereisno Verſion, or Tranſl 

Mal mar. £9 of the Word, that I know of, but 

Fetur, *axt gifies a grievous Puniſhment, and Tit 


contritzone conteretur, aut conterends conteretur, ® aut ommno a 
Jringetur, + aut confra#ione confringervr, 
: Caſtalio, ? Mercerus, 3 Junius & Tremellius, + Aben-Ez 


bulation: 


'R 
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ulation:For in the Original,thereis a Me- 
aphor taken from a Potters Veſſel, or ſuch Graviſt' 
ike brittle Ware, which being broken, ems 
nd ſhatter'd in pieces, cannot by any Art , — 
de reſtored : Thus the Surety ſhall be as mum yer 
2 broken Veſſel, which cannot be made ſue familr- 
hole; his Wealth ſhall be taken from®#'7!: </*" 
im, his Power weakned, his Goods ſcat- .;,imen. 
ered, his Liberty infringed, his Health wm pari- 
mpaird, and his Life indanger'd : For &, 9ui/- 
quis exter« 


neſe Troubles bring on that worldly Sor- 7” © 
ow, which workerh Death. fideiuſerit, 
Mercerus. 


Qui fidejubet pro alin, afligetur multis moleſtiis, Cy ſubind® dam- 
nis ; cogetur erim debitum debitoris, ſi is ſolvend? non ſit, ex ſuo ere 
dependere, (x preftare, Cornelius a Lapide. 6 

Cert#, ( gravity periclitabitur, ruetque, Geſerus & Pilcator, 


Suretihhip is the dangerous Rock, that 
ſplits, and breaks the Veflels that fall up- 
on it; whereby Men make Shipwrack of 
their Goods, and are reduced to ſuch Ex- 
tremities, that they.cannot be lo fervice- 
able to the publick, as otherwiſe they 
might be : So rhat a Kingdom cr State 
lutfers mach thereby : For many good, 
and innocent Perfons, who have ſuch con- 
Iiderable Parts, and Abilities, which might 
render them uſeful Members in the Body 
Politick, are taken in the Nets, which 
their fair-ſpoken Friends ſpread for them 

E 3 whereby 
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whereby they are deprived of that powe 
which might have been of excellent uf 
had ir rewained in good hands. I amy 
to think that many Sureties are endowe 
with a good nature, and inclination k 
generous good Offices, and would þ 
fruittvl therein, if by flattering, and & 
ceittul Lips, they were not deprived 6 
their Abilities. 

When their Security is newly ſought 
they think it no other than an Ofhce « 
Humanity to grant the requeſt, and ar 
apttoſuppoſe, that the Suter was more 
to make his Application to them upon: 
perſwaſion of their goodneſs; and then 
tore ſuſpect that it would be ſome ſtain 
upon their Reputation, if they ſhould þ: 
guilty of a repulſe in that Matter,in wut 
a grant upon ſuch ground is expected; e 
pecially it the perſon be importunate inhy 
Sute, they cannot be ſo courſe as to deny, 
what with much aſſurance is deſired, and 
is skilfully painted with a ſemblance of an 
harmleſs Beneficence, and Charity ; but 
what Humanity is ir for Men by ths 
ſtrange, and inconſiderate kindneſs t& 
wards ſome, to render themſelves uncap# 
ble of performing good Offices to others 
more deſerving? Or, what Charity 5" 


to violate Human Society, to «ny 
the 


[ 
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he publick of that Service which 15 due 
hereto, tobe cruel to ones ſelf, and to af- 
i& ſuch Relations with Necefhtics, and 
treights who depend upon them ? What 
Juſtice is it to.ſerre Strangers according to 
heir deſire, and to negle& thole whom 

od hath committed to their care? And 
f there be no Juſtice, there can be no 

harity in their Proceedings. Can it be 
a generous act tor Men to ruine their own 
Families, that they may pamper ſuch 

ho areno better than Caterpillars among 
Men 2? Or what good Office is it to bolſter 
the lofty heads of the proud, and to paſs by 
poor Wretches in their Miſery ? Or to 
indulge the devouring Appetites of Prodi- 


pals, and not to feed the hungry who are 

ready to ſtarve for want of Bread 7 Or —_— 
to multiply Talents upon the Sloath- zag off reip- 
tul, and to withhold due Wages from ſum ſprlia- 


he Diligent hand 2 Whatever may be '* Q ons 
< omnibus ex« 


pretended, there is as great want of real pars £23" 
goodneſs, as of Prudence in ſuch Actions. rexi medici- 


Doubtleſs it is expedient, for all whoſe nam pares, 
qui 111 me- 


Security is courted, to conſider what man- fob. 


ner of Men they mult be concern'd with, ,z> yy 
quod tanto 


in ere ſit unde nec tuis nec ſuis opibus emergere poſſit, vel quod 
tanquam hirudo annie que undecungue corradere poteſt exugat ? 


Cartwrightus, 
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- forſomecan take pleaſure in expoſing thei 

Neighboursto danger, that they mayhan 
Companions in their wretchednefs. Why 
their Condition is deſperate, and thi 
Wound incurable, they cover the Sor 
that thy may the better ſpread the ink 
&ion, and make others fick of their) 
ſeaſe. Yet while this Game is playd 
under crafty Palliations, and plea 
Shades ; the Credulous Sureties imz 
gine that they have an opportunity « 
procuring ſome faſt friends to themlelvs, 
whom they may make uſe of, as they har 
occaſion. 

They preſume it is a light matter to 
write their Names, and ſettheir Seals toat 
Obligation, or if they are taken with i 
ſuſpicion of ſome danger, yet they cans 
well think of a better flue, and are boll 
enough totry their Fortune: For they at: 
gue thus with themſelves, that they tor 
whom they are Bound, are not fo far « 
ſtranged from all Humanity, as to fufie 
them to fall into trouble upon their a6 
count; or fo far guilty of Ingratitude, 8 
to leave them without ſuitable acknow 
ledgments of their kindneſs ; much | 
can they be fo Jewiſh, Falſe, and Barbs 
rous, as to-betray them to all the damage 
which their A& renders them liable to 


ſuffer: 
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fer: And as for ſuch to whom they are 
"und, they have no great jealouſfie that 
ey who know the Debt is not theirs, 
11 look for a plentiful Harveſt from fuch 
ound where no Seed was ſown. Bur 
e Proverb obviates their fine Scheme of 
houghts, afluring them that they ſhall 
> a5 a ſhattered earthen Veſſel, the Par- 
les whereof cannot be ſer together. The 
hole buſineſs upon trial of all hands is 
aſtly different from their Sentiments ; 
r their Friends are glad of their Compa- 
v in trouhle, and their Creditors are ri- 
d Exactors of all that is due : So that 
tir experience gives them a grievous con- 
&ion of the vanity, and deceitfulneſs of 
[uch Phanciesand hopes, whereby they 
ave been decoyed into a Labyrinth of 
rouble. The Conſideration whereof 
ath moved ſome more wile than the 
DYmmon ſort, to advile all Sureties to lay 
de ſo much Money as they are Bound 
rr, and to look upon it nolonger as their 
vn ; but ro compute it as his Property, 
>» whom the Obligation is made, until 
ey ſhall ſee ſufficient reaſon ro the con- 
ary, which ſeldom happens to Suzeties 
dr Strangers. 
And though Suretiſhip in ſome caſes 
ay beſo far juſtifiable, as it is Cn 
Ti 


C auti0n 


ble ; as in caſe any one hath ſufferedy 
ſpoiling of his Goods for the cauſe of Rg 
gion, whereby he is ſo far impoveriſhe 
as to need this expedient for his neceſſ; 
{ſubſiſtence : Or any one who hath bx 
both circumſpec&, and diligent in his pg 
ticular Calling is aMicted with ſome uf 
den, and unavoidable difaſter ; wherd 
he is deſtituted of power to follow his] 
te{flion, on which his Livelyhood dothd 
pend ; andtherefore craves the helpwhi 
anothers interpoſition as Surety might: 
ford : They that will be Bound uponthd 
Conſiderations, may reaſonably be con 
mended for their Charity ; but whenthe 
have the beſt, and greateſt Reaſons to} 


ſtifie their a& ; they ought, according uh! 


the Meaſures of Juſtice, to take heed ti 
their Obligations do not exceed their pox 
er; but eaſily comport with that 

which they ought to have of their ou 
Preſervation, and with their regard to 
competency for the ſupport. and comla 
of their Families: For otherwiſe, thous 
fome Tongues may applaud them tor the 
Kindnels ; others may juſtly cenſureti« 
for their indiſcretion, and injuſtice. Il 
ſeveral Divine Proverbs which reſpeRt 
Matter condemn not the Suretiſhip, int 


juſtification whereof, both Juſtice at 
Char 


r 
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harity join together ; but that in which 
Folly, or Injuſtice 1s manifeſt, and we are 
taught, That He that hateth this 1s ſure. 
hich words come next to be examined, 
hich are rightly put according to the true 
ſenſe in our Tranllation ; for though the 


Original Literally rendered, ſtands thus, 

e that hateth Strikers of hands is ſure: And Qui edit 
Where are ſeveral Verſions according to the cpirver- 
16. ctter, yet the meaning is, that no Man ftir pena, 
Wkould hate the Perſons but the act of ſuch . oye 6 

ten, (4. e.) by their avoiding of Suretiſhip dejuſores, 
hWhould declare their diſaffection thereto : 
\nd they are ſure, (z e.) late from all the 
oleftation and trouble which Men, heed- 


eſs of their concerns are liable to : And 7#t*s eff 
ſecurus eff 


Wis word ſure may well import their injoy- confidit, 

ent of a happy freedom : When as raſh 

ind imprudent Sureties are ſubje& to ma- 

ly tormenting fears, to the lofs of their 
aberty, to Baniſhment from all ſweet So- 
l&ty, from the Church of God, and the 
oly, and Regular Communion of his 

ervants. The fear of this miſery imbit- 

ers their condition, and ſowres all their 
noyments: The approach of a Creditor 

S NO leſs terrible to them, than the view 

t ſome ghaftly Apparition ; and whoe- 

er comes towards them in ther Walks,or 


Wnocks at their Poors, is an Afﬀfrightment 
to 


* 
Canton 
to them, as hcing a Meſlenger that bring 
a doow'r2 :. 721d, or an Officerth; 
carries the power ©' an Arreſt in hishan 
which may hurry thera into 2 dark Den 
where they may loſe their time, and Li 
in Sorrow, and-1ifgrace; learning a R 
peitance which cannot lave them, andy 
ning awa), .n ketiexions upon their oy 
Folly, a-:d inditcretion. 
Prov. 17, A Man woid of underſtanding ftrik 
18, hands, a::4 becometi> Surety mm the preſenc 
his Friend. 
This Proverb de: lares the madneſs 
Precip:rant Surotilalp, whereby Ma 
Han. v2r rſead, run out of a fafe, an 
quier, into 2 'exarious, and Dangera 
Conditon. We fee by this, and oth 
P:;overbs,ttat Divine Wiſdom condeſcen 
tw inch Matters, in which the or 
war :ntercit of private Famihes 15 cat 
COTSHS 
Solomon Itiz not therefore unbeſeeming a Md 
Prophets ſenger ot God, to infilt on ſuch Oecon 
_— mica] Precepts which conduce to the We 
rran/ilie, bing of Lomettick Society 5 even an þ 
CUIM Q@@70N7* 
mica precepta tradit ; nam Etknico pejor eſt, qui ſue familie non 
ſpictr . &F eaefi ricleſto rum wconmil, OF Politid adeoque 


coltgat'n, #' wr 4 \,:"f:ard alteram ruere, (5 in deterins 
Tec; '2 Ir, Ca; CY i),hrus, 


_ 
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ftle kept within the Bounds of his Cal- 
ng whenhe wrote thus to Timothy, If any Tim 5.8. 
vide not for his own, and eſpecially for thoſe 
hs own Houſe, he hath demed the faith, 
xd is worſe than an Infidel, And it 1s evi- 
ent by the tenour ot his Difcourte, that 
e reſpects a Temporal Proviſion. 
God the Benetactor of the Unvert.:, 
nd Patron of his Church, leaves not 1s 
anifold Giirs, and "Talents, to our Ar- 
itrary diſpoſal ; but hath given us the 
left Rules to act as good Stewards of his 
race and Bounty. | 
We may not hide our Talent in a Nap- 
In with the Covetous, nor may wo pro- 
uſely waſte ic with the Prodigal! : Lhe 
Ighr uſe of his Donatives is deter: 1iiud by 
umfelf. He has granted us Liberty :0 a: 
cording to bis Conmand; but no } :: 
ence to fuifilour own picaiure. Fis W:!- 
om Uietates the regular vis of what his 
ounty beſtows, and we cannot berrer 
mprove his Gifts, than bv an Ad:mi:.iftra- 
on becoming the intent of the giver. 
Ve commonly put a great eſtimate uj0n 
ne Largeiles of Wiſe and good Fricnds; 
and by (/r Care in the management, CX- 
els our difference to our Ben2tactors : 
Doubtleſs we have much greater reatun by 


bur good uſe of all the Gitts of God, to 
| maniteit 
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manifeſt th? Honour which 1s due to h; 
Name ; as none mult waſte their Talen 
wholly on themſelves in the Indulgence 
of Intemperate Appetites; ſo neithe 
muſt they caſt it away upon others by for 
iſh Contracts, whereby their own, and 
their Families Welfare 1s indangerel 8 
and the publick State is offended in pro 
portion to that Relation they have there 
Wherefore the Wife Man inſtructs us in; 
prudent Conduct of our private AﬀanM 
that we may pals by all perilious Rocks d 
Offence, and come fately to the Haven 
reſt, where we would be; and may i 
our Capacity, and Meaſure be uſeful toth 
Church, and Kingdom to which we bs 
long. And though Suretiſhip, confiderel 
init ſelf be lawtul, (for ſince it is written, 
that we ought to lay down our Lives ti 
the Brethren, it can be no fault in fone 
Caſes to part with our Goods for them, 
ro hazard our Temporal power in theirts 
half) yer all precipitancy therein is an At 
gument of great Folly, and he that wi 
run into danger before he is called, hat 
more irtemperate heat in his Head, tia 
Clear Wiſdom in his Heart. A Man wi 
of underſtanding ſtriketh hands, and becott 
eth Surety in the preſence of his Friend. 1 


words, as they ſtand in our Tranſlation 
ma) 


m—_— 


N: 
i 
{ 
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v fonifie a Man'sentring into Pond be- 
> Witneſs : Butthere 


nother Conſtruction Homo vecors comploait palmar, 


> Toyt« fidejubet fidejuſſione ante proximum 
the Text: Thar he ſuum (1d _— antequam proxtmus 


ho hath not the 1N- Joc ab ;lo poſtulat. Carrwrightus, 
Iligent Heart of a 
an, ſtriketh Hands betore his Neigh- 
ur makes his requelt for any fuch matter : 
nd this Interpretation is thought congru- 
5 to the deſign of the Author, which 
to expole the folly of Inconſiderate 
reties ; and therefore he uſes a Verb in 
e preſent Tenſe to denote a Man's over- 
rwardnefs, and frequency in this Trant- 
10n ; which is worthy to be ſtigmati- 
with a Brand of ſhameful indiſcrecion. 
pr he muſt be extreamly blind, or toul- 
ly confident, who can diſcern no Can- 
rat all in a buſineſs of this nature : For 
hoever hath an underſtanding to cnligh- 
n his ſteps, will uſe no ſmall circumſpe- 
10n in this concern, and will in good 
me conſider, who the perſon is tor whom 
2 15 Bound, what figure he makes either 
the Church, or in the Kingdom ; what 
heritance he poſſeſſes ; or in what Cal- 
ng he is imployed ; what Relations he 
thin the World ; what Credit, in re- 
ect of the conſtant tenour of his Practiſe, 


d what Reputation among thole who 
are 


 Cantion 


are beſt acquainted with him: whethy 
he be reduced to want by his own Vig 
and Extravagance 3 or by fome irreſiſt 
{ſtroke of Divine Providence : For the 
different Circumſtances may either juſt 
his Caution on one hand, or extend h 
Charity on the other. 

Moreover, as he attends the Qualiy 
and Condition of the Perſon for whom 
is oblized ; fo he takes a good view of th 
perſon.to whom he is Bound; whetk 
Humanity, Candour, Goodneſs, and V: 
rue be manifeſt, in his Temper, and C 
verſation: .Or hz be deſtitute of the 
lovely Accompliſhments, . and cloati 
with contrary. Deformities. The twa 
Nature, and fubſtangial integrity of fot 
Creditors render Suretiſhjp ' more call 
than otherwiſe it . would be; and fon 
without blemiſh to their prudence 
givetheir Names to ſuch,who never wout 
be concern'd in the delivery. of an Ob 
gation to courſe,ill natured,and unwalli 
hands ; yet a wiſe man always recka 
that Debr to be his own for which he 
bound ; which is commonly negleQedl 
thoſe who raſhly take this Charge ufc 
them, as if they were certain that Þd 
ment ſhould be made by the Principd 
hand : Bur they believe more than pro 
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ly they ſhall ſee done, and it were better 
77 them to follow that advice whichis gi- 
en in few words, than to live by ſuch a 
aith which ſhall never come to Viſion : 
not over confident of the truth, and g,,, .,.;, 
zichfulneſs of all Mens Pretences, and fides effige, 
romiſes ; and you ſhall not be hurt by tatus eris. 
cir Trey , Falſene(s, and Flattery. 
ut they, whoſe Faith is as large as their 


riends Conlciences are, may run all Risks 
pon all Invitations ; and at length ſuffer 
e fad experience of ſo much deceitful- 
21, which they once thought impracti- 
able, if not jmpoſlible. But to prevent 


Il chis miſchyef, it is neceſſary that they 
ould hear what Wiſdom ſpeaks to her 
ld: Son if thou be Surety Dh thy Prov.5.3,3 
riend, if thou haſt ſtricken thy hand with 'a 
ranger, thou art ſnared with the words of 
vy mouth, thou art taken with the words of 
Jl Mouth. | 
Whatever may be imagined, or preſu- 
ed by a carelets and trifling mind; the 
cal truth of the preſent Tranſaction is, 
bat thou art entangled, and taken in a 
nare. The Wordsthat are palt, are cer- 
an Nets, and Snares ; .ndrhe.bandsthas 
ave been imployed in ſtriking, faſten-the 
nares which fach words have woven,the | 


dntexture whereof is ſo ſtrong, and the 
F Junawe 


Kabvenaki 
amcum (5 


ext 
eum 


C aution 


Tun&ture fo firm, that they who beforehy 
their Liberty, are held Captive thereby 
and cannot recover their Freedom untill 
due, and proper means the whole Wg 
be dillolyed. 

It is obſervable (according to fog 
Commentators) that Wiſdom's Judgme 
concerning Suretiſhip is placed immediax 
ly after a Dehortation from the Imbraq 
of a ſtrange Woman, (whoſe Lips « 
as ati Honey-Comb, and whoſe Mouth 
ſmoother than Oyl ; bur her end is bit 
as Wormwood) becaufe there is theſan 
danger in-bqth: For by means of Sure 
ſhip, as well as by means of a Whort 
Woman; a' Man is brought to a piece( 
Bread : He loſes Health, and Honourt 
both; and Strangers are filled with | 
Wealth, and with the Fruits of his Labow 

In the Explication of this Proverb, it 
material tounderſtand,whether the word 
Friend, and Stranger ſignifie one and fi 
{ame, 'or different Perlons. Some are 
Opinion that they fignifie one and t 
lame, whois called Friend before the Ba 
is made, but after it is finiſhed, is call 
Stranger : For while he ſaught a Suret 


ernum = eodem fumit, ut gui ante amicus erat, poſtquam 0 


» Jam fiat externus, Oy tibi adverſarins : util 
quran | 7 


' jecumarioſepe aceidit. 


| againſt Saretiſhip. 

aced as a Friend in all the ſemblances 
a dear Correfpendence; 'but when he 
th made him faſt he ſhakes oft the tormer 
miliarity, and puts on firangenels, it 


"t enmity towards him ; anfl this 1s no, 


6 than a comman experiment 1N pecu- 


ry concertis. TheSurery finds his con- 


tion no better, than the free Lenders, 

) lent his Money to his Friend, and as- 
d his money of his Friend, and then loſt 
s Money, and his Friend: For conlt- 
ring the forcs of Bonds he may 'be 


Icughrro lend as much as he wasengaged 


rr; and when the payment of this dum 
demanded, his Friend turns Stranger to 
im, and tothe buſineſs aWojnwhich they 
2th were yoaked togecher: So that there 
ſome uſe to be made of this Interpreta- 
on, whereby Friend, and Stranger are 
ade to fignifie one and the ſame per- 


JN. 


But that- Explication of the words. 


vhich points our different perſons,is more 
ongruuus to the matter inſiſted on j aCc- 
Xrding to which Friend figniftzs the Bor- 
ower, and Stranger the Gredior, who 
hough he have the Title of Friend in the 
hird Verſe of this Chapter ; yet that de- 
1omination makes no difficulty jn this In- 
erpretation ; becauſe it was ufual with the 

A Hebrews 
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Hebrews to call all perſons by this Name, 
with whom they had any concern : But | 
he is called Stranger in the firſt Verſe, to 
diſtinguiſh him from the perſon, for þ 
whom a Man becomes* Surety ;5 whoſe 
a& (as it s here expreſt) confirms this 
Conſtruction. For inthe making of Bonds 
the ſtriking of hands was a Ceremony per: 

formed with the Cre 


Tomutur n_— (G& fortts in- 

10 manus ris in manum 
[oorbars a (F planſu, 
Gejcrus. 

Auſim dicere Hebraty uſurpa- 
tam efſe iftum ritum, quem Tul- 
tins nexum, Clemens xagwmiouty 
appellant : qui non ſolion in manci- 
patione, ſed etiam in flipulatione, 
QF pignoribus adhibebarmr : ut docet 
Horomannus mm Ieges 12 Fabuta- 
7xm quo ritu qui ſeſe alteri obhiga- 
bat, aut fidem offerebat ſuam, car- 
chendendum, ftringendum- 


prem appr 


gue dabat 3 at ſe obftriffum manere. 


frem fir ar er. Salazer , 


ditor, to give him aſſi. 
rance of faithful deal- 
ing. FE have had occs 
ſion to touch upon this 
cuſtomary Rite, in the 
Explication of Prov.22, 
26. where it is applied 


to the matter of Sureti- | 
ſhip, asa Symbol ofa | 


firm Contract ; andI 
make no doubt but an 
Obligation was asſtrong- 
ly ettabliſhed thereby, 
as it is by Hand, and 


Seal in our praQtiſe ; which with us 
is obſerved for the ſatisfaction of a 
Creditor, as the rite of ſtriking hands 
was done with a perſon in the fame 
Capacity, for the fame purpoſe. And 
having thus far explained the Ferms 


we 


nee a> OA cede tt gm <c. wy ot my” yo 23 
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we ſhould conſider the effe& of ſtriking 
hands, as it is expreſt in theſe words: 


| Thou art ſnared with the 


words of thy mouth , thou 
i art taken with the words 
q thy mouth : Which 

ew the force of that 
Contra, which is here 
underſtood, that fuch 


Poft ſponſuanis aHum ſequitur pe 
rieulum. Geyjerus. 

Nam contrattus ut tradunt Jure- 
conſulti prinſquam meantur ſunt 
libert, ub ſemel ſunt initt, partes . 
contrahentes ob(tringunt, Mcr- 
CETUS. 


who have contracted, are bound accord- 


mg tothe Tenour of the 


Obligation; and 


their Bondage may . not be remediable 
without a'Ranfom equivalent to the cauſe, 


and reaſon of it. At 
teaſt, their undertaking 
15 dangerous;for though 
the Principal be a man 
of good Principles, and 
known Integrity ; yet 
he may fall into Temp- 
cation to the. diftem- 
pering of his Morak: 
And all Mens er 


Oftendit plenum eſſe periculo, fi 
quis temersd. pro aliquo fidejubeat, 
1deoque caute in ea re verſandum. 
Sepe fit ut etiam viri bon! propter 
adverſos caſiu, fidem vel prorſus, 
vel tempore quo promiſerant liberare 
non poſſint, opes enim varits caſibus 
ſunt obnoxie z fit etiam ut quibus 
bend fidebas  fallant. Le- 
Vatcr. 


being liable to manifold Occurrences and 
Accidents ; he may be unable to accom- 
pliſh his honeſt purpoſes ; ſo that though 
Men are thick ſet with gay Credentials;yet 


there 15no certain ſafe- 
& 1n this matter, which 


Non guod Salomon chartt atem mn 
mum omnino difſuadeat, n+ pro 


15 to beconſidered, not amico, avjus tibi notafit, to exply 
F 3 that 
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rata probitas fidejubeas ; ſed quod 
cautd velit hic agi : quod fidejuſſt- 
ones ſepe fint periculoſe, 0 in 
Templo Delphrco ferunt (criptum fu- 
7}: proverblalem illam ſententtam 
tyyva mzea ff dTn, ſponde 
ſd prajis eft damnum. Mercerus. 


Id.irrco Salomon filium ſuum 
adhuc imperitum, Gy rerum 7gna- 
rum diligenter imſtruit ; ne ſe con- 
Jciat in aliorum potetatern; ant a- 
liorum linibus ſe implicet, Baynus. 
. Sunt erm uvenes improvidi, 
gut facile fadejubent, adeoque mag- 
no ſuo damno preſtare caguntur, 
Cornelius 4 Lapide. 


Pro. 6. z, taken by their 
> 5» 


Caution 


that every good man | 


who is calt into a 
{trejght, ſhould be ne 
glected ; butthat every 


man 1hould be cautious | 


in what he Coth, and 
proceed no farther than 


his Charity limited by his power, and di- 
rected by his prudence can extend, and 
becauſe ſome who. have little knowledge 
of men, and leſs experience in uſing, 
have ſmall skill in the obſervance of this 


Rule: Therctfote wil. 
dom inſtructs Her 
Child in the greater 
Caurion,and toenlarge 
his apprehenſion of the 
danger of Suretiſhip , 
ſhews what courle is 
to be taken by fuch 
who are ſnared, and 
own Promifess Do 


he 


\ 
| 


this now, my Son, and deliver thy ſelf ,wben | 
thou art come into the hand of thy Friend: | 
Go humble thy ſelf,and make fure thy Friend, 
Grve not ſicep to thine eyes; nor ſlumber _t0 
thine eye lids: Deliver thy ſelf as a Foe 
from the hand of the Hunter, and as a Bird 
from the Band of the Fowler. 

Herein we muſt obſeryc, Firſt what 


4 
I 


againſt Suretiſhip. 
hemuſt do, who by his contract hath ſub- 


| ted himſelf to. anothers power. He 


muſt 'go and humble himſelf, and make 
lure his Friend , And tho ſuch ſubmiſſion 
may ſeem unſuitable to his degree, or 


| quliry; yetthe Borrower being in ſome 


reſpedt ſervant to the Lender, his prefent 
condition conſtrains him to ſtoop, that 
the burthen he hath brought upon himſelF 
might be taken from him : And he fares 


ll it by ſo tolerable. Memento quod ſponſione in Crc- 


a trouble he can Eede- 
livered : And therefore 
muſt not be ſlothful,or 
ſlack in this ſelf humili- 
ation. "The Hebrew 
word which is Tran- 
ſlated | go ] imports 
trequent viſits, and 
great attendance ; and 


ditoris, Cy Debitoris poteftatem dc- 
venifti ; wt rion Minis te deteit 
humiliare teipſum; gilt fi ſervs# 
ſe ſupplicem ſuv Domino prebeat, 
in debitoris poteſtatem eaters ve 
niſtt, ut ſi negligens iſte, vel dolob 
ſas ſit, facultates tuas er ertere foſ- 
ſit, in Creditoris poteſtatein ealt+ 
mus, ut rigide exigat Webinin. 
Cartwrightus, Salazer, 


the Word { humble thy ſelf ] a low ftib- 
miſfion , like caſting thy felt at his feet, 
and yielding to be trod upon: For he 


that 15 caught muſt take the beſt meaſures 


he can to get out of the ſnare in which 
ne is taken, and tho theſe are ſomewhat 
uneaſie, yet his own a& has made them 
neceſſary: He muſt humble himſelf, atid 
make ſure his Friend ; even by crouching, 


by petitions, atid ihtreaties winas ftrong 
F 4 all 
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an intereſt in his favour as poſlible ; tha 
he may have patience with him, and ma 
rant convenient time,upon the aſſurance 
e gives,that he ſhall loſe nothing thereby: 
And beſides he muſt be importurate with 
| the principal to ſet him at liberty from his 
' obligation : And he may find it neceſſary 
to ſolicit many Friends tor their affiftance 
in this affair ; whereby cares, labours,and 
troubles throng upon him,which he muſt 
undergo; notwithſtanding he may be 
2 : doubtful of an effeQual 
-  Periculo damni, aut etiam ſer- 1o1;of thereby: And if | 


Saber gmt 
o_—_— ES, ut te libe- they Drove ger 


|  __ both hislibertyandhi; 

uſ.29. property are ſhaken. Suretiſhip hath un- 
__ z. done many of good Eſtate, and ſhaked 
id nonf or- them asa Wave of the Sea : Mighty nien 
tunis tan- hath been driven from their Houles,to that 


tum fed on 
p = = they wandered among ſtrange Nations 


evoluri, Of addit Auſonius in dif#o Thaletis ( ſponde noxa prefi 
eft) per mille peſſum currere exempla, ut probem predes, vadeſy 
my Yeos: 


| Secondly obſerve with what folicitude, 
induſtry, and application ſuch means are 
to be uſed which may be helpful in this 
Caſe.. Give not ſleep to thine Eyes, nor ſlum- 
ber to thine Eye lids ;' Deliver thy ſelf as 6 
Roe from the hand of the Hunter, &n1 as 4 
Tn Bt 
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Bird from the Hand of the Fowler. . Theſe 
Similitudes can import no lefs, than the 
oreatneſs of the danger the Surety is lia- 
ble to. And therefore he mult ſtrenuoul- 
ly beltir himſelf to procure a deliverance, 


and watch for it, as 


the Ros, and Bird 


which are taken, ſtrug- 
gle to make their ef- 
cape: Their great na- 
tural inſtin& for their 
liberty, makes them 
readily apprehenſive 
of any way that may 


Quanta autem diligemia hoc 
fati tandum ſit, docet ſimilitudine 
Capree, <©> avis -que-capt#; illa 
& venatore, hec ab aucupe quam 
primum totis viribus elabi conten- 
dam. Cartwrightus. 

Summam foliatudin?m (oF dili- 
gentiam' ſignificat. Mercerus, 

Ut tvs non parvrte 1/1: bibers 
tatem, ſed omnes elahens: rirmulas 
roſtro pertentat. Gejerus, 


help them out of their 
entangled State: They fear the worſt 
when they are under the power of an 
Enemy : and therefore will do what 
pollibly they can, to :get out of his 
hand, And when ſuch Examples are fer 
before the Surety, whoſe caſe as to loſs 
of Goods, or Liberty, if not health, and 
lite is repreſented to be no leſs dangerous 
than theirs; he hath ſenſe, if not Juffici- 
ent underſtanding to quicken his endea- 
yours, and actuate his joynts in working 
out his own deliverance: And it he tind 
out any fucceſsiul expedient for his 1n- 
demnity, he makesa better eſcape in this 


concern, than thouſands in like circur 
{tanccs 
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ſtances have dohe. And now TI have re. 
membred what is written in the Sacred 
Proverbs concerning this matter, and con. 
ſidered the meaning thereof: Ican makeno 
ſufficient Apology for thoſe Hebrew Do- 
Qors; or thoſe Commentators in the Chri. 
ſtanChurch;who turn theſe Proverbs into 
Allegories. I ſhall not trouble the Read. 
er with their imaginations ; only note 
that ſome pretenders to the knowledge of | 
Scripture, are too often guilty of turning |} 
clear Truths into dark myſteries, and 
ſhew more Juvenile Wit, than Orthodox 
judgement in their glofſes. I blame them 
not who make moral inferences from Hi: 
{torical, or other paſſages that become 
the Tenour of the whole book of God: 
And tend to the Edification in Righreouſ- 
neſs, or ſuch who can diſcern a Divine 
Spirit in all parts of Holy Writ : But ſuch, 
who (when there is no neceflity) will be 
ſpiritualizing Texts beſide their proper 
ſgnification, or are much addicted to 
frame all things according to the pattern 
of their own phanſie, or prejudice; in 
all probability will make ſad work with 
the Bible ; and bring forth very ſtrange 
commentaries thereon. Wherefore I am 
not 1n the leaſt grieved that I have negle 


aed their learning who ſtreign an _ 
ric 
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rical ſenſe out of the Proverbs which I 
have brought to remernbrance ; which 
evidently import a Caution againſt fre- 
quent Suretiſhip as being dangerous to 
private Families, and Conſequently preju- 
dicial both to Church and State : For the 
oreateſt bodies ſuffer in the pain, and trou- 
bleof the ſmalleſt Members The Sacred 
Proverbs richly abound with Theolopi- 


cal, Moral, Political,and Xconomical pre- 


cepts: And what we 
Prudence,and Caution 
in the buſineſs of Sure- 
riſhip,reſpects the good 
adminiſtration and ful- 
tentation of private fa- 
milies, God theegreat 
Governour of mankind 


read concerning 
Proxime atum de familia ho-. 


nefld inflimuendd, tmmnc de eadem 
quoque decenter confervandi, ac a* 
lends, cujus do 1nſrgnia zmpedt- 
menta ſunt fidemeſſio temerario (5 


prgritta, Gejerus, Salazer, Bat» 


nNus. in Pro. 6. 18, 


manifeſts his gcodnefs in manifold giltts ; 
and both in Wiſdom, and righteouſneſs 
hath determined the right uſe of histem- 


roral favours, and pro» 
hibited all heedlefs dif- 
llpation thereof. And 
therefore it may well 
beleem fpiritual Pa- 
{tors to prefs a conlide- 
ration of this argu- 
ment, the due obſer- 
vation whereof re- 
lc&s the comfortable 


fattatio Eccleſia 
Cartwrightus. 


Curt mantaturh ofavem legiti- 
muih Bnorum uſu pracipiat, pa- 
lam eſt & Theologie firibus non dife 
cedere, qui adverſus bonorum dife 
ſipationem homines cautos reddit. 
Ad hac cam Eccleſia ex familiis 
corftat, ſocut &f Refpub, Eccleſre 
tantum decedere, quantum famali- 
is manifeftum oft : ut familie labe- 
iminutio ſit. 


State 
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State of Families, and that the Honour 
of the Church, and Proſperity of the 
Kingdom. And though it be theirDy- 
ry chiefly to perſwade all men to ſeek the 
Kingdom of God, and his righteouſneſs 
in tic firſt place, and to work out their 
Salvation: yet it well becomes them to 
have that regard to mens Temporal well 
being which the Scriptures themſelves ju- 
ſtihe,and approve; and 1s therefore inclu- 
ded in th: Coromifflion granted to them, 
The fu: 04 all is, That Suretiſhip is 
not ui:!:wful in it ſelf, but dangerous in 
its efficacy; and ſuch ray Sin againſt 
themſelves, againſt cneir Families, againſt 
the Nation, and againſt the Church of 
God who make more haſt therein, than 
pood ſpeed. For 
I. Firſt all men are cbliged both by 
the Law of God, and Nature to be pro- 
vident for their own preſervation, and 
well being : And therefore muſt avoid all 
things that are hurtful to themſelves, and 
which, by a certain malignity adherent 
thereto, render their condition grievous, 
and uncaſie. ron 
_ decondly, "They ought to have a ſpe 
cial regard to their own liberty, without 
whuci they cannot readily attend the belt 
means of their preſervation: He _ 
eteT 


againſt Suretiſhip. 
better than an Enemy to himſelf, who 
will precipitantly incur a State of ſervi- 


rude, when he might be free, we read Pro, 22.5, 


that the rich ruleth over the poor, and the bor- 
rower is ſervant to the Lender: And his 
Surety alſo, is in the ſame bondage 3 who 
when he is free ſhould rather continue ſo, 
than ſubje& his neck to a yoke, which 
may prove too heavy for him. 'Thegreat 
Apoſtle St. Paul tells us that we are bought 
with a price, and ſhould not be the Servants 
of men; unleſs there be a ſufficient reaſon 
to oblige us thereto. If then we have our 
liberty, we ſhould keep it according to 
the wiſeſt and beſt mealuresdelivered tous. 
Thirdly all men ought to be tender of 
their Reputation 3 For a good Name is ra- 
ther to be choſen, than great Riches ; And 
therefore all ſach ways are moft eligible, 
which are moſt konourable,moſt worthy, 
and of good report; and no man by an 
imprudent act ſhould blemiſh that honour 
which it becomes him to maintain in a 

lovely preſence, and amiable Euitre. 
Fourthly, It is part of a mans Duty to 
havea care of his Health, and he 1s therce- 
tore bound to ſhun all things that may et- 
ther deprive him of means for the pre- 
ſrvation of it, or may bring upon hin 
luch troubles, and forrows of this _ 
which 
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which are prejudicial thereto. 

Fitchly, All men ought to look upoti 
themſelves asStewards of ſich thingswhich 
God hath put into their hands, and ſhould 
rather improve, than diminiſh the Talents 
4 have received ; and not be guilty of 
ſuch conſumprtions which juſtice forbids, 
and Charity rightly underſtood cannor 
approve : But in ſych wiſe adminiſter all 
things committed to their truſt, that theie 
accounts may not be grievous to them at 
their Tryal. 

Sixthly, Such who have houſes under, 
their care,ſhould provide for them accord- 
ing to the abilities which God (of whom 
the whole Family in Heaven and Earth 
is Named) hath Furniſhed them with; Na- 

eure,and Religion both 


' ' Fhcdocumentum de fugiendis inofi= conſpire in cbliging 
cioſus offictts proprium wovTeayY- men to ſo much care 
Movey, qui 
tate ſua 


obſervata facul- of their Families , as 


non 
TS nes fave, 4#8 - that they may not be 


.-> <a reduced to extream 
neceſſities, or painful 
hardſhips, through their improvidence in 
dangerous contracts; or their exceſſes in 
any kind. 

Seventhly, All perſons that are Mem- 
bers of the Church, and Subjeas of the 
Kingdom where they live ; ſhould ſoms- 
nage 


apainſt Suretiſhip. 
nage their affairs, that they may be moſt 


uſetul in theſe general relations, and in 
their capacity may promote the Publick 
ood. 

The Reader that hathleiſure may have 
ſpace enough to enlarge his thoughts upon 
theſe particulars, which are now only 
glanced at, ro ſhew, that whoever 1s allu- 
red to ſtrike hands in Sureriſbip, muſt con- 
ſider himſelf, his liberty, his reputation, 
his health , his dependence on God as 
his Steward, his Family and his relation 
both to the Church and $tate; and it his 
be:oming a Surety doth not confilt with 
his Duty in all theſe reſpe&s, whereby he 
1s pre engaged ; it is much better for him 
to withdraw, than to commit an a& 
whereby he ſhall render himſelt obnoxi- 
ous to be charged with manifold miſcarrt 
ages, and offences: But if notwithſtand- 
Ingall that is here ſaid, he willrun head- 
long into the ſnare: Lethim putthe caſe 
that the day of payment werecome; and 
that his Name is then called ; that the 
Sheriffs Officers, and Emiſlaries were 
upon him ; beſieging the houſe where he 
dwels;and that a priſon was made ready for: 
him, where he may.live miſcrably,and die 
without honour, and after that, mult giye 


an account to God for what he hath Gans 
an 


Caution 
and ſurely the forefight of ſo great an 


affliction may make him caitiousin what 
he doth undertake. 
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Warneth all Men to ſhun the Temptati- 


ons of proud, fooliſh, ſlothful, prods- 
gal, and Wicked perſons ; upon whoſe 


account Suretiſhip is extreamly day: 
gerong. 


N all the bufineſs we have with other, 

it 15 expedient that we have a com 
petent knowledg of the perſons with 
whom we have todo : When Momus had 
conſidered the many Angles, and recels 
that were in the frame of mans heart : He 
toundfault, that there was not a Window 
chrough which a man might look intothok 
obſcure and crooked windings. But we 
need not complain much for want of light 
in this caſe; it we practiſe fo much-dif- 
cretion only, as is commoy in fecular at 
fairs, wherein our intereſt is concerned: 
In all which it is requiſite that we have 
fome knowledg of the Natures, diſpoſ 
tions 


agatnfl Saretiſhip. 
tions, and qualities of the perſons with 
whom we deal ; and anderſtand the cir- 
cumſtances of "their condition: for ſuch 
may not be charged with a pragmartical 
curioſity, who look into their Neighbours 
Fortunes, for: whom they are 'defired to 
engage their own. | 
The Natures, and qualifications of per- 
ſons are more different chan their comple- 
xions ; and the difference that is in Morals 
s of greater conſideration than the yarie- 
ty that is in Features : And ſince the Tree 
may be known by its fruits, and eve 
mans courſe of lite diſcloſes the fountain 
of his affe&ions' 3 the Natures' of Men 
(how ever reſerved ſome may be intheir 
Tempers, or deſigns) are not -ſo far un- 
fearchable, but that we may know whom 
weſhould thoſe to deal with inall matters 
of moment. - 
And he that will keep himſelf from 
muſt remove his ſteps far from 
the proud ; whoſe Sin (as a glaring Co- 
met) portends miſchief to all; who lie 
under the malignant influence which 
ms from it. While it ſeems a Star 
of conſiderable magnitude , we ſhould 
not honour it as = upon that my ap- 
pearance : Bur fceing ns irregular watt 
dings, and a prodigors cail of Powe 
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feats which hath fwept away great For. || ' 
tunes, and cauſed much trembling in the || * 
World ; we ſhould fleg. from it, as far a | 

| 


poflible. We have good reaſon toreceire 


a monitory Caution againſt this evil in 
the firſt place, that we come not within 
the ſphere of its deadly activity ; becauſe 
it isthought to be the firſt Sin that ever 
was committed z and if thereby ſome 
bright Angel of Heaven forkeited their 
Obbgation, and became diſloyal to the 
mtinite King of the Univerſe; we have 
great cauſe to fear that: the ſame evil is a- 
ble co make ſad work atnong men, who 
are ticd together by 'more ſlender Bonds 
"This dark and devilliſh wickedneſs which 
makes an infinite ſeparation between God 
and Man; will by ſuch pranks which are 
intolerable in Society, fet men at a great 
diſtance from each other. 
They are unhappy who are nearly 1+ 
lated to the Prond ; and they are unwike, 
who embarque theraſelves too far in att 
miliar acquaintance with tkem. 'Thens 
taral Bond-o0j the former is unavoidable; 
but the Temptations that thrive upon it 
(tho of great force} are not invinci 
The act of the larter is arbitrary, ad 
may be ſtopped in the beginning : Even 
the Cockatrice Egg may be cre 
| | K 


againſt Sarttiſhip. 

it break out 11nto 4 Taper Tris much bec- 
ter for men to be wile as Serpent in ma- 
king a good defence in time ; than to 


preat Serpents Sting; And it well becomes 
all chat reſpect thiir Gafety,, to withdraw 
from all correfpondence, wich the Proud, 
whoſe iniquity is-a datigeraus Rock of of- 
fence, that will ſplit the Veſlel in pieces 
which falls apon itwhereby all her lading 
ſhall periſh. They ſtick not ta raiſe them+ 
felyes by others rutn ; or to make all their 
acquaintance a footſtoolfor their advance- 
tnenti: And can pracice divers Arts tend- 
ing to. the accompliſhment ef their high 
purpoſes {-Nay, can diſſemble that - very 
thing they:ate moſt eſtranged from(which 
$ hamility ) when it appears helplul te 
their deſhgns. | 
They ktow the way of crouching, and 
ſpeaking ſoftly, to win others ſhoulders 
under their -burthens ; and then can ſpurn 
the taine Afﬀes whom they have thus ſub- 
dned, and haughtily trample upon them. 
Theſs are the Men whoſe phanſies are 
Preghanc with vain, if not. mad and mon 
Itrous projections :- And they value them- 
ſelves upon theit empty conceipts, muclr 
higher chan others may do upon ſubſtan- 
tial grounds, Their lofty opinion 15 & 
| (3 > coſtly 
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ſuffer a Wound by that Pride, which is the 
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Caution 
coltly Babel that cannot be ſupported 
withoutvalt-expences ; a tall Cedar in 
appearance, that to maintain its loftines 
ſucks the moifture from all inferiour 
Shrubs : And when they take all the good 
Offices that others can do, to be due to 
their Merit,their'Converſarion will prove 
extreamly chargeable totheir unfortunate 
acquaimance. - 

It is not a ſmall Treaſure that will ſuf: 
fice for all the fnperfluous Vanities which 
muſt be fought ont” for the contentment 
of a Proud nature: And when their own 
Fountain is almoſt dry,” they mult ſeqd 
their Buckets to their-Neighbours ſprings; 
and yet with all this help their growth 
cannot equal their defires and hopes: But 
their neceſſities multiply together with 
their Vanities. | 

The World is ſenſible that Pride is an 
imperious Vice, a Weed that craves alat 
doll ro grow in, and will contra great 
debts for its ſubſiſtence and Glory.Where 
tore they who will yield themſelves Sure 
ties for the Proud, are in danger of de 
fraying all their Obligations,and probably 
ſhall not purchaſe the cheap retribution 
of 2 Verbal thankfulneG for what they 
have done: Nay it is poſlible they may 
be blamed, if they do not Works 


a >, = & had 
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Idols that have coſt them dear; for fach 
who are as Gods in their own: Eyes, de- 
light much in others coftly. Sacrifices,and 
Oblations ; and kind fools muſt imagine 
themſelves well. bleſt; when their Offe- 


obtain a common civility they mnſt take 
« for a very great Favour. | 

The deadly Sin of Pride is Burthen- 
ſom, and oJious to Society 3 and may ju- 
itly exclude the guilty fromall that Credit, 
and confidence, which all good men 
(how poor ſoever) have the ſure poſſefii: 
on of, All familiarity with the Proud 1s 
in many reſpects dangerous ; how much 
more all engagements upon:their account: 
it you refuſe to be as deeply concerned 
for them as they deſire, you muſt live un: 
der the malignant aſpect of their fuming 
ſcorn, if you comply and-yield, you mutt 
bear the yoke your ſelf, which you have 
taken upon you. — \ _ q 

When they firſt condeſcend to a friends 
ly Communication with .you (tho it be 
their deſign to lay ſome grievous charge 
upon you) yet you muſt underſtand 1t.15 
2 great kindnefs in them to take ſo much 
notice of you,as to think you worthy to be 
truſted with the diſcharge of their Obli- 
gatioas, None of all the Treafure that 
(a 3 1S 
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13 an Earth (i their opinion may becy, 
dited) can berrer beimployed, thanwhar 
is taken up for. their ute, and if a!l your 
bave the lucky. chance to .bethus diſbol 
of ; you muft.think your ſelf much in | 
debted tothem, for the honour they have ÞN | 
done you in their acceptance of it:Where- il | 

| 

| 

| 


fore when you have paid their debts,you 
muſt be thankful that your Mony was fo 
well expendeg, as to bring forth Fruitto 
their uſe, 'and benefir,who imagine them: 
ſelves moſt worthy of it.. They phancy 
no ſervice can be adequate to their defens; 
and furely all the moſt valuable things are 
beft managed, when they are put intotho 
Power of the:moſt deferving ; 1o that you 
may foon rain your ſelf in ſerving them; 
and when you have done all that you can, 
you fhall be deſpiſed becauſe you. can 
do no more: And other more able Vat 
fals ſhall be ſought out to ſupply your 
place,who ſhall taſte of the ſame Fortune 
unleſs they learn Wiſdom by your expe 
rience,and make a Prudent retreat belore 
they are gone too far. The Merits of the 
Proud (if cheir: high minds might per} 
upon an incomroutable Tribunal) are of 
lo large a Figuro, that they judge-any 
gain lawfal that by any means they cal 
apprehend, any oppreflion juſtifiablo Bal 
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Fruic to their increaſe, and -any 
frauds commendable whereby - they lay 
Burthens upon athers,who (they ay) are 
fitfor nothing -betteg than to bear them. 
- Such. Excellent and high deſerving per- 
ſons ,as _ theſe ſelEadmirers muſt in all 
things be humoureq, and Cockered ; 
therwiſe it will be proclaimed with cla-. 
morous Trumpets, that ou have great- 
goo gen them. 'They look upon then 
ves as if they were all the World, and 
that all the Treaſure, and Glory thereof 
is due to. them 3 and that no man. belidle 
ſhould be any tarther conſiderable there- 
in, then as they are ſerviceable to their 
purpoſes; Thar the. good State of things 
s to be meaſured by their condition ; 
that all is well if _chey do. proſper ang 
thrive z all is 3Il if they are diſappoinced 
intheir Projects, and deligns. They re 
gard not what courſes they take to com- 
pals cheir deſires;, hence they crample ups 
PN right, violate all Laws, and Rules of 
Conſcience, fallifie rheir Traſts, betray 
their Friends, ſapplang their Neighbours, 
wind about, and thuftle any way, and 
being hardened fog any kind of injurious, 
or trandulent practice,it muſt needs b= con- 
cluded. that Suretiſhip, upon their account 


will bring on-great charge, and trouble. 
Qin s G 4 The 
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The Spaniards ( tho they are # peopl 

nerally condemned for pride) any 
rare Proverb againſt it, That & Proud 
Bepger is the Devils F-—= And' ſuch 
ſtrong, and filchy blaſt it is that bringson 
a ſtorm : Fer betides that Pride is a 
Vice in the Nature of it, and tends to 
Beggery and borrowing: It is a 
provocation to the Supream and abſolute 
Sovereign of the Workd 3; who has pro 
claimed a dreadful wo,againſt the Crown Þl ; 
of Pride, and will pour down his Jude: I t 
ments upon it, whereby, as it is Written, 
The lofty looks of | Man ſhall be humbled, ani 
the x 4 men ſhall be bowed down; 

the 


Lord of Hoſts ſhall be 

every one that is proud by age x: 
every one that is lifted up, and he ſhall 
brought low. Betore him the high Cedar 
bows, the ſtately Oak Shivers, the bright 
mountain trembles, the lofry Tower tot 
ters, the fenced Wall ſhakes: Bel boweth 
down, Nebo ſtoopeth , and the Idols le 
in the duſt, Every one that patiently ob 
ſerves the wiſe and juſt: Methods of Pro 
vidence ; may behold the Beauty of all 
- Pride ſtained, polluted, and dishgured; 
and the very top thereof levelled with 
the weak, and wretched part of the 
World. When we remember how the 


Almighty 


, 
egainſt- Suretiſbip. 8g 
Almighty coufouinded, and ſcattered the Gen. 11.7. 
Builders of Babel, who projefted a Tow- 


a” 


ul Þ er whoſe Top ſhould reach unto Hea- 

Ty £8 5 

on | How he opened the Jaws of the Earth, . 

tly Bl to fvallow 'up thoſe arrogant Rebels, who "x a 
to lifted up with Pride, confpired againſt his * 

at Wl Servant Moſes, A ſtrange, yer meet a- 

ite I baſement of ſuch haughtineſs. 
ro il How the great Goliath that diſdained, , 3am. 17. 
yn ll and deſpiſed David was overthrown, and 49. 50. 
is- trampled on by him. &Ip 

n, Ml How Abſolom who was lifred up againſt ? 527 18 
ud © tis Father, and-uſurped his Throne, hung ” 

»; | a miſerable Spe&acle to all-Ifrael. - 

" How Rabſhakeb was utterly vanquiſh- 

mn © cd, who in his arrogance told King He- 

be I zekiah, that he was not able to turn away 

ar I the face of one Captain of the leaſt of hs 

ht WO Maſter the King of- Afyrie's Servants. 

bt- WY But the Angel of the Lord out, -and , ring, 
tl ſmote in the Camp, an hundred FOurſcore, and ry. 35: 
be Wl five rhouſand, and when they aroſe early in 


phe Morning behold they were all dead” Carps, 

How Haman (who in his proud indig- 
nation thought ſcorn to lay hands on AMor- 
decai alone (who had difpleaſed- him by 
refuſing the bowed knee which was expe- 
ed, but in revenge would ſwallow che 


whole Nation of the Fews)-was forced - 
yield 
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pieſd the. greateſt honqur to him whon 
> mortally hated ; and the people, 
bad deyared to flaughter, were ſaved; 
and he himſelf ſuffered the ſhameful Egg 

which he had. platted for Adardecas. 
How when Nebuchadnexzar walked in 
the Palace of his Kingdam, and Gloried 
in the grea; City he had builtby the might 
of his Power, and for the honour of hi 
Majeſty ; -While the word was in his 
mouth there fell a Voice from Heaven 
O King Nebuchadnezzar to thee it is [pu 
hes, - Kingdom is departed. from thee; | 


' be wes drives from men, and his dwelioy 


was with the Beaſts of the Field, and by 
Was made to eat praſs as Oxen; and hi 
Body was, wet with the Dew of Heaven, 
ml bis Hairs were grown like Eagles Re 
thers, and bis Nails like Birds Claws. 
How Aztiocbus when he had ſpoken 
proudly againſt Feruſalem, and threatngl 
tO turn it Mito a Charnel, was ſmine 
with an. incurable, and inviſible plagie 


as A paw of the Bowels that was remedild|\ 


came wpon bien, and ſore terments of the 
ver parts, and whereas he yet ceaſed nd 


from his raging, but fill was filed wil 
toing 


Pride, brea out Fire in his rage agaiy 
the Jews; it came to paſs that be fell gown 


from bis Chariot carried wiolewtly ; fa #8 


havm 
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having. 6 fare fall, all: the Members of iv 
Ka im ained:” and thus he that a 
little afore thought be mipht command the 
Waves of the Sea (ſo proud was he beyond 
the condition of Man) dud weigh the high 
Montains in a hallanct, was now taton 
the Ground, eatried in a Horſelivt | 
forth unto-all the manife## Power of God. So 
that the tforms roſe wp ou? of the Body of 
this wicked man, and whilſt he lrved mſor- 
ww and pain, bis Fleſh fell away, and tht 
filthineſs of his ſmell was moiſom to all bis 
Army: and the Man that thought a hitle 
afore he could 'reaph to the Sravs of Heavy) 
m man could endure to carry for his intoles 
rable tank. Fr 4 

[ ſhall call' forth but one ſad Example 
more: How that Herod being arrayeditt 
Royal Apparel, and ſxting upon his 
Throne made an Oration to the Tyrians, 
and S;dowans who gave.a ſhout (faying} 
it is the Voice of a God, and not of a may: 
And immediately the Angel of the Lord ſmote ,q, ,, 
him, beoanſe be gave not God the Glory and 21, 22,23. 
be was eaten of Worn , and gave up te 
G by VA | EY 3 
We ſee that theſe are glaring in- 
Rances of Pride, whoſe humihation was 
as juſt, as their {elf exalration was abam- 


nable. I haye entertained the Reader 
with 


| Caution 
with them ; becauſe the remembrance 
thereof may give him ſufficient proofthx 
the ſtouteit Pride:may be. caft down: 
For when we find-{uch Mountains which 
ſeemed to threaten. the skies laid low, we 
know not but all may be. partakers of like 
meaſure, who are gulty of the fame V+ 
nity. This Sin'threw the Apoſtate An- 
gels out of their great poſſeſſions in Heas 
ven,and doubtlefs the tame iniquity may 
egje&t mortal Worms out of their ſmaller 
Eftares on Earth. 
The Power and Juſtice of the Diyine 
Government changes not, and whatever 
puniſhment is due to finmay be executed 
whenever the Governour pleaſes. The 
delay of. penakies is no Evidence of an 
Abſolution ; nor ſhall the long ſuffering 
of the Almighty put out the Glory of his 
Juſtice. It may make way for Ads of 
mercy towards capable Subjes, who by 
Faith in a Mediator can be juſtified from 
all chings: But in this diſpenſation juſtice 
1s not leſſened; becauſe it is eminently 
' Gloriftied by: him upon whoſe account 
che favour is beſtowed ; For the Myſtery 
of an omnipotent and incarnare Crucified 
eaviour was moſt wiſely adjuſted to al 
the Attributes of the Divine , -and did 
tenderly comport with all the necellnn 
0 


© 


<2 


PE LITRE ogy Io eG FT 


againſt” Suretiſhip. 

ut © of the humane Nature: S> that whate- 
1: © ver puniſhment is either. ſuſpended , or 
< © pardoned in conſideration of this .Hea- 


we © venly Myſtery (from whence all acts of 
ke BY Grace do proceed, and ever did from the 
+ Þ beginning) is abundantly recompenſed 
n- | thereby. But whatever Subje& 15s, and 


2+ 8 continues to be uncapable of the benefir 
ay thereof; muſt ſuffer the Terrors of char 
er 8 perfect juſtice, which will certainly pu- 
nih him for all his cranſgreflions, where- 
fore let no man be high minded, but fear: 
For true Wiſdom utters her Voice in theſe 
words. Ewvery one that is Proud in heart 
is an abomination to the Lord : though hand 


jon in hand he ſhall not be unpun 
And there is no queſtion but that hemay 
be puniſhed in the Circumſtences of his 
outward condition, as well asin a more 
dreadfil way. When we find that they 
who have made the largeſt, moſt pom- 
pous, and 'moſt magnificent. Figure in 
the World, have been ſhrivelld into ſhort, 
broken, thin, and inſignificant Cha- 
racers ; and deprived of all their noble- 
neſs and Glory : Let no. man truſt to rhe 
viſible,and illuſtrious power of the Proud, 
which may vaniſb in a moment ; or adore 
their Beauty, which by the jult hand of 
God may foon' be clothed with detorou- 
oy 
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ty,” Worms, atd corruption: Antl wha 
a. Vial of divine:Wrath is poured: upon 
them, ſome of the drops thereof ,at leaſt, 
may fall upon thoſe; who are conjoyned 
with them in their ſecular concerns, But 
the Proud ate great Criticks in points of 
Honour, and fome may imagine thatther 
paſſionate abhorrence of all contemptand 
diſgrace will (care them fronr all ignobl; 
and baſe Adtionhs; that ſince they hate to 
be deſpisd; they will do nothing to de 
ſerve it, and therefore will not be guilty 
of tnecting hard meaſure to their kindelt 
Friends, which is one of the worſt, and 
vilelt practices in humane Society ; it 5 
not {trangs if this plauſible phancy hare 
tempted ſome of their familiar acquan- 
tance to conſent to what they have del 
red. Butthis Flower withers utder. hs 
Noſe who ſmells it, and upon che firl 
Tryal of its worth changes Colour. Fat 
tho the Proud hate nothing more. than 
diſgrace, yet none miſtake the way to 
Honour more than they. Nothing 5 
more grievous to them thatz contempt, 
and yet their courſe of life renders the 
tnoſt obnoxious to it. They mind 1 
Law, bur their own will, and while thet 
proceedings are arbitrary . they mult o0t 
be controulked; nor can they par 


apainft Suretiſhip. 
bear the report ofthat ignominy they have 
brought upon themſelves. They can at- 
fe, and-mdulge any kind of Vice while 
they abhor the ſhame which is the Fruit 
of it. In their eſtimation all actions 
muſt be honourable as they proceed from 
them. Their Brow is bold enough to de- 
fend all that their hands can do; and 
their phancy fo skilful in painting 'as to 
have a Colour in readine6 for all 'pra- 
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Fo Qices» 'They can do wrong and impu- 
jo dently juſtifie the wrong which they have 
J done: They can a&t contrary to the 
I truſts that are repoſed in them ; and pro- 


tes an admiration, and aſtoniſhment at 
their ſaucinefs, who ſhould expe&t atry 
thing from them. They can betray their 
deareſt Alſociates, that have done moſt for 
them ; and look upon ſach treacherous 
dealing as. good policy, to bar them from 
all expeRance of ſuitable returns. be — + 
have the coutage, 6r impudence, I 
tO put a good faceupon the fouleſt crimesy 
and can wander where, and how they 
pleaſe, and yet have wicked Artifices to 
make all crooked ways coneentrick to 
their Gloty. Violations of rights breaches 
Vows, conrempts of juſtice, moſt 
groundleſs cenfures, and moſt unreaſona- 
ble quarrels with their kindeſt ROW 
| tors 
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@ors are no faults in theſe Men of Hy 
nour , - and ofc coincident in ther 
high purſuits. ' They ſtrain not ar the 
greateſt enormites if they can make thei 
own game thereby, and their Tumour 
gratified if their Memories may be wry 
ren in the Chronicles of fame, though i 
be for their monſtrous il] doing. If any 
{hall be fo fooliſh as to heap courtehs 
upon ſuch frothy minds, they preſently 
fink out of ſight, and are forgotten: Or 
if they ſhall requeſt a good Office, ther 
boldneſs is derided : If they do a kind 
neſs, and expe& a return they may be 
created with huffing, and ſcorn. The 
Proud cannot be obliged becauſe they 
think all that you can do-is due to ther 
reatneſs: And therefore they would be 
rved by all. according to the dignity 
which is the Creature of their own ins 
gination. All their acquaintance mult 
yield to their imperious humour, m 
flatter their Vanities, applaud their um 
pertinences, and —_ with, their «6 
ſires, or elſe they ſhall be reprobated # 
ftupid fools, who know not what is bv 
norable and brave. They are incapable 
of gratitude, ſo that you are ſuffici 
reſpedted, and Ks too, forall you 
ſervices if they youchſafe to receive thaſk 
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te Wl And fince a predominant Pride is preg* 
her MW nant with ſo much Evil, ic is moſt ſafe 
te Wo keep at a good diftance from it. Who- 
cir ever is convinced of the frahtick Vanity 
rs i of the proud, or beholds the Sword- of 
vs WY Divine Juſtice that is pointed upon them ; 
bt WI will furely be furniſhed With ſtrong ar- 


puments of Cattion, and will beware 
that he have no hand in their concerns : 
For all that will yietd to become one with 
ſuch empty bubbles in their Obligations, 
and Contracts ; in All probability ſhall 
break together with them, and drop into 

recoverable miſery, and trouble. 
Secondly, Let no tman be ſurety for a 
tool, whoſe ignorance, and weakneſs of 
+ ane makes him liable to ſundry 
miſcarriages in all his undertakings : And 
he that cannot apply fit means to any 
purpoſe, | will rarely obſerve right mea- 
ſures to free himfelf from gebts and Ob- 
Igations. The workt folly that men are 
gut ty of, confſifts in Atheiſm, irreligion, 
vice, and naughtineſs of living; which 
may bar men from venturing their effects 
in the fame bottorn with chem. But the 
preſent warning is given againſt {uch who 
are fools in the't fecular concerns, who 
have no foreſight in buſineſs, and com- 
monly uſe impropzr means, and prepolte- 
ious Methods in all purpofes ; Who are 
H either 
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either unskilful in the lawful Arts of ge. 
ting Wealth; or 1mprovident, in ſaying 
the Patrimony they are poſleſlors of; « 
imprudent in the uſe, and diſpoſal of it; 
Who are ignorant in «their own way of 
Life, not well underſtanding their own 
calling and profeſſion, and what beneft 
is to be made of it; whoſe weaknek x 
manifeſt to their Neighbours, who in vs 
rious intercourſes have frequent occaſions 
of converſe with them. 

That man deſerves to loſe an Eye who 
will not ſee the danger of being Surety for 
a fool, whoſe thick skull leaves him but 
little brain, and whoſe groſs mind hath 
no clear proſpect of any buſineſs or facub 
ty, to weighthe circumſtances which bs 
long thereto, or to underſtand the price 
of Reputation, and Liberty. 

What hope is there, that any mais 
concerns ſhould happen well only through 
a fortuitous conſpiration of accidents: it 
were a lucky chance, if that a crowd d 
Letters ſhould fall of themſelyes into 2 
Methodical diſcourſe without a knowing 
mind to ſet them together ; or a valt hea? 
of Stones, Timber, andiother Materiab 
thould riſe into a ſtately Edifice ; of the 
Drugeiſts ingredients ſhould unite them 

ves into moſt uſefil compoſitions; thi 


buſineſs is beſt accompliſhed whereD 
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fulleyed-prudence 15 concerned, in adue 


but one of theſe ſhould be neglected, it 
may prove like Watch-work, wherein the 


order in the whole frame. -Who then 
ſhall promiſe for him, whoſe folly makes 
him utterly unfit for all buſineſs, and una- 
ble to accommodate proper means to 
good intentions; who lives by ſenſe as a 
Brute, and cannot reſpe& a futurity,and 
therefore makes no preparation for it : 
Who cannot be intent upon any Subject, 
but leaves his thoughts as dry duſt to 
ath © be ſcattered before every Wind that blows ; 
cul WJ and is as unmindful of his concerns, as if 
be I fie were an utter ſtranger thereto : Where- 
ric I by he heaps inconveniences upon himſelf, 
and involves all others in trouble, that are 
ar linked with him. He cannot mind-the 
ugh MW qualifications of perſons, the Natures and 
: I U Kinds of buſineſles,the extent of his pow- 
of &r, the condition of the place where he 
> 2 fath his reſidence, the Reaſons by which 
he is obliged to take care of all things 
within his proper_Sphere, the beſt man- 
ner in which every work is to be done, 
and the right feafon for the doing of it : 
Ard in that he cannot comprehend thee 
things, or fo much as aim well at an 
IH 2 S 


obſervation of all circumſtances ; for if 


loſs of one ſmall pin is the cauſe-of a dif-. 
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he muſt have great luck if he be no "i 
euilty of grievous miſcarriages in hs Wt 
courſe, and can eſcape being thecauſe o NÞ 
affliction to his Friends: Whereas ournz 
tures are framed for Society,the knowleds i 
of Menis a fort of Learning neceſlary to 
the well being of ir. The principles thafſ® 
are ſown in mens minds, and the affet.Y" 
ons that riſe from thence, are ſo far dif 
cernible by the Tenor of their lives, thaſſ® 
Gif we attend thereto) we may make prof 
bable gueſſes concerning the meaſures they j 
will meet in their dealing with us: And 
accordingly we may either ſhun their dar * 
gerous acquaintance, or cloſe in a delight D 
ful correſpondence with them. Buthe Wl © 
whoſe giddy phancy ſhall incline him uſſſ© 
be familiar with any perfon, without 2 © 
competent knowledge of his Temperanl © 
Morals,may be convinced of his own heet 
leis folly, when ſad experience ſhall cot 
{train him to wiſh, that he had never fee 
his face. Hethat will venture much at! 
game he i ignorant of, muſt have greatF 
eune if he win much: of thoſe who ares 
ful therein. The Nature of buſineſs ſhoul 
be righty underſtood as well as the qual- 
ties of perſons with whom we have 
do-He that cannot think what the Wok 
15,12 Which his hand is required, my" 

ther 
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ther comply with all Temptations of di- 
rerſion, or ſhall be guilty of ſundry de- 
feds, and imperfe&ions in the doing of it. 
Beſides if men are ignorant of buſineſs 
they cannot diſcern how it doth comport 
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they may draw upon themſelves the trou- 
ble, and ſhame of undertaking more than 

J they are able to accompliſh : our Saviqur 
himſelf argues ſuch guilry of tolly in poinc 
of Religion, who proceed withoutdue con» 
ſderation of that one needful thing, and 
Illuſtrates his Argument with apt fimili- 
tudes, Whatever the kind of our buſineſs 
is, our conſideration and preſcience ſhould 
be proportionable, otherwiſe the Nobleſt 
attempts may ſoon ſet under a Cloud, or 
be diſhonored with a blind iſſue 3 and our 
raſhnef in the ſmalleſt matters may be- 
ray us to diſgrace, mockery, and deriſion. 
Moreover it 1s expedient for all who are 
concerned in ſecular affairs to underſtand 
the condition of the place wherethey have 
their reſidence: What inhaþicantsare plan- 
tedin it, and how they are generally im- 
ployed, what uſeful Arts are incouraged, 
and what conveniences there are for gain- 
ful profeflions; how the people are a ect- 
&, and what cuſtoms are prevalent a- 
mong them, whether Vertue, or Vice. be 
H 3 in 
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in faſhion,whether Pride and lazineſs; 
humility, and diligerce be mof conf 
cuous : For where Arts, and Merchan. 
diſe abound, and the people are incline 
to ſubmitlion and labour; there Richs 
mul&ply : Their Temper, and practice in 
a good Conjunction are the beſt progns 
ſticks of their pienty, and no malignant 
Planet can interpoſe to Eclipſe their good 
Fortune. He that joyns in Society with 
ſuch a people, and hath but common 
parts, may find ſundry opportunities to 
tavour his own advantage. Andit is the 
part of a wiſe man to makethe belt ins 
provement of all occafions ; ſo that if his 
Lot be caſt in a plentiful Soil, it is almoſt 
morally impoſlible, but that he ſhould ad 
vance his own intereſt therein, if he Hl 
upon a barren Plot, he muſt then fet hs 
invention to work and to extract what 
Vertue he can out of it. But a Fool isnot 
capable of ſurveying the condition ol 4 
ny place, and can neither thrive among 
the rich,nor ſave himſelf among the poor: 
Beſides he is not able to weigh the Rea 
ſons whereby he is obliged to rake careot 
all chings within his proper Sphere: He 
cannot conſider the Relation he hath t0 
others, and with what kind of morality 


it ſhould be adorned, his own Family Þ 
out 


againſt Suretiſhip. 
zut of his choughts, and he is utterly void 
xf that diſcretion which ſhould frame and 
1ccummodate his manners toall reſpettive 
Obligations : And he who cannot mind 


uch good Offices,unto which by a throng 
f Arguments he 1s almoſt .compell'd ; 


hings, which by reaſon of their diſtance 
have but a weak influence upon him. A- 
pain hethat cannot conſider what he hath 
to do will probably miſtake his Method, 
nd fail of ſucceſs in the iſſue. ' He that 
akes wrong judgments of things, and 
nnot weigh 'them in a true balance ac- 
cordingiy, driveth on filly Bargains for 
himſelf, in [reſult whereof he proveth a 
great loſer. He that underſtands not the. 
worth of what he ſells, or buys; will fell 
cheap, and buy dear, until he hath no- 
thing for Sale, nor power for purchaſe 
left. Moreover he knows not how to ad- 
Juſt every buſineſs ro a proper ſeaſon,and 
he that will ſow when others reap, muſt 
Iravel to another Clymarte- to find his 
Harveſt. All matters well matched to 
their times are as the word in ſeaſon, 
which the wiſe man compares to Apples 


moſt important buſineſs be not well ti- 


med, thz advantage thereof is loſt. 
H 4 Now 


ill in all probability be regardleſs of fach 
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of Gold in Pi&ures of Silver ; but it the Pro.2g 11, 
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Now then ſuppoſe a Fool have need 
borrow Mony ; in that he underſtang 
not perſons, he takes it up of an an &M{ 
torting Uſurer,who will not failto fquer Wl 
him as much as poſſible. And notknoy- 
ing the nature of whar he doth, he ts i 
thinks not how what he hath borrowed 
jhall be paid, or whether his Power he 
commen{\urate to the Obligation and ng 
conſidering the condition of the place 
where he dwells, he can makeno adyay 
tage of it, but is liable to be a prey 
Knaves, a footſtool to the ambitious a for 
of tool to the ingenious, and a ſportne 
ſpectacle to the youthful. He hath no 
countermine for thoſe that plot to bloy 
him up; noſtrength to break a cheating 
conſpiracy , nor art to prevent it. Tix 
rich know how to make their advantaps 
of his folly, and the poor have good wt 
macks to eat' him up; though Natur 
prompt him, he cannot learn the pron 
dence that 1s expedient for the comforts 
ble ſupport of his Family, and what the 
ſhall inſpire him with fſach a reſpet ol 
his Friends,as to ſave them from all incov 
venience. He that knows not the hel 
Methods of making neceſſary provid 
for his own houſe, will take no care tt 
free his Neighbour from damage, a 
W 
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who cannot watch to the right timing of 
any concern, will probably ſlip that ſea- 
ſon wherein he ſhould render to others 
what is their due. 

Thirdly, Turn aſide from the ſlothful, 
for ſuch who will take no care to keep. 
themſelvesout of Debts, will take leſs to 
pay them z when they know that others 
are obliged to do it for them. Their idle- 
nels makes them Debtors, their ſloth can 
never make them ſolvent, They who 
through ſlothfulneſs ſuffer their building 
0 decay,and their houſe to drop thorow z 
having negleted the little care of a 
timely reparation, muſt needs be very 
backward as to the great, and coſtly un-_ 
dertaking of building a new. That Wa- 
2r which wants ſome degrees of clearneſs 
when it may run, can yield no ſweet re- 
treſhment when through ſtagnation it 15 
become a noiſom puddle ; and if that air 
hich hath the advantage of being fan- 
ed by Winds be not wholſom, what 
Health can be expeted from it when be- 
Ing pent up, it grows thick,and putride ? 
he Earth that may be improved by cul 
reis ſoon overgrown with Brakes, and 
hiſtles for want of it. 
Such Men who cannot well ſubſiſt of 
eir own income (which by a Prudent 


management may prove large enough for 
their 
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their neceſiitie) but muſt give themſcg 
into Uſurers hands, will have much le 
ability when the charge of intereſt is ad- 
ded to their expences;and will be deſtitute 
of power to pay what they have borroy. 
ed. The things that are cali to an aye 
hand, ſeem impothble to the flothful, 
whole way is a Hedge of Thorns. Slik 
fulneſs caſteth into a deep ſleop. And it the 
dead can do nothing, little can be expe 
Qed from fuch who dwell in the thadow 
of death , whoſe dark ſlumbers are preg: 
nant with fruitleſs ( tho ſometimes plex 
fant) Dreams» The Soul of the ſluggard 
deſireth and hath nothing. His phancts 
vaniſh, and his deſires are abortive: The 
miſcarrying whereof tyes him 1o falt to 
his Bed , that he cannot riſe to open the 
door toa Creditors demand., A lazy 
mour inchaineth a Mans hand and foot 
with more than [ron Fetters; and 1s tix 


very intombment of a living man, debar 


ring him from all worthy actions : Ir as 
ares a foul ruſt which cankers his faculus, 
leizes his whole Body with an heavy ut 
weildineſs ; Stifles his Spirit with chickV# 
pours, choakes his heart with dull pre 


ſures, and renders all his parts liſtlek, * i 


ity, weak, faint,and languide: In a word 


« 


gcod tor nothing. Which minds o d 
and 


he flags, and decays on all fides, and 5 
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Varia Servilius who was deſcended of a 

Pretorian Family deſcribed to be remark- 

al I able for no other thing, fave only, for his 

ute WF idleneſs in which he grew old ; info 

WB much as it was commonly ſaid, by ſuch 

te who paſſed by his Houſe Varia hic Sirus 

ul, ;f. Not here lives Varia, but here he lies ; 

16M ſpeaking of him as of a perſon that was 

the W not only dead, bur buried becauſe he lay 

PW in his houſe as if he were in his Grave. 

W IF Believe me the habitation of the flothful 

4 © may more ficly be termed a dormitory , 

Wor a Charnel, than a dwelling : Their 

nd WI Vice fo far diſpirits them, as to leavethem 

6 Was dead ; only their Soul being yet in the 

i Wbody, ſcrves as falt to keep them from 

0 Wſtench, and putrefation. Now it the 

I Wſochful have need to borrow ; it is not ea- 

Ww Wc for any man to gueſs whence they 

o' Whould have power to pay : For tis their 

x loom to be poor, and beggarly. They 

VB naturally inclined to imbezil that E- 

© tate which is in their hands, and hate 

5 Wie very thoughts of that prudence, and 

a Wains which may increaſe it. The Ho- 

+Wy Scriptures do not allow them either 

+ Wood Food, or warm, and decent rayment. py, 1g q, 

© Wor it is written, that the idle foul ſhall ſuf- Pro.23.21, 

; er bunger, and that drowſineſs ſhall clothe 
| . ve 

if 24an with Rags: Yea, that po ed 

i 
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ſhall come upon him with ſpeed, and 
ſtrength ; it hall overtake him with the 
Pro. 6, 11. ſwift toot of a Traveller, and affault hin 
with the ſtrength of an armed man; And 
that evil which moves with a ſwift pace, 
will ſoon reach him that reſts idle; and 
that which marches with a terrible force, 
ſhall furprize, and ſeize him with an ir. 
reſiſtible violence, and overthrow him, 
There is no Treaſure for ſuch whoſe fi 
culties being diſuſed turn all to ruſt: Ny 
warmth for their Veins which are be 
num'd with their own dulneſs. The dil 
gent, and active hand maketh rich, but 
Indigency 1s the lot of the Slothful : Whik 
all our dependence is upon Divine prort 
dence, we mult underſtand, that Godrs 
quires ſuch labours from us, which wear 
capable to perform. He gives his bleſling 
to our induſtry, and annexes prolperity 
to our diligence in lawful, and honeſt en 
deavours ; which is the common Method 
he 1s pleaſed ro obſerve, in his Gove 
ment of our outward State. Therefore 
they that follow a good calling in lt 
Faith of his favourable benediction, (bal 
grow thereby. They on the contrat 
who neglect all honeſt labours ſhall want: 
For it is not to be expe&ed, that 
ſhould work Miracles for the preſerv 


af 


againſt Suretiſhip. 
of heavy drones, or that he ſhould opef 
the Windows of Heaven to thoſe, who 
hide their hand in their boſom. No 
Cloud now ſhall rain bread from Heaven 
but that which 'riſes from the ſweat of 
Mens brows. We may not look to be 
treated, as the Tjraelites were int the De- 
ſert, where no ſuſtenance was to be had 
by ordinary means. If we neglect all fuch 
atfairs which belong to us, and would 
ſtrain Divine providence, - we ſhall break 
our ſelves: For God who hath ſaid that 
the idle Soul ſhall ſuffer hunger, will not 
interpoſe his own mighty hand to infringe 
the Truth, and juſtice of his own purpoſe: 
But will never deny his beneficial concur- 
rence with our induſtry providently ap- 
plied, and humbly perliſted in. *It 1s well 
' obſerved by a' late Author that it has 
* been the care and practice of wiſe Nati- 
"ons, and Parents,not only to puniſh idle- 
"neſs as an extraordinary crime, but to 
"permit no man to live but to ſhew to the 
* Magiſtrate how he ſupported himſelf, 
WW © and no Child to be brought up withour 
BW fome Manual skil , by which be might 
be able to get a ſubſiitence and iumploy 
* his mind whatever revolutions ſhould 
* happen ro him: For ſince the whole 


"World is fullof contingencies, and mani- 
© fold 
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* fold changes it is expedient to carry x 
* the Nightingal of a good Conſciencein 
© the Breaſt, ſo the Mine of a f 
* whence to be maintain'd in the Head 
*or Hands. But they who through x 
continued lazineſs not only conſume all 
they have a right in, but waſte others ac: 
quiſitions, muſt needs fall into fad extre 
mities. They who take no care to in- 
creaſe, will find occaſions to diminiſh 
their Goods; and none commonly con- 
fume faſter than they who will have no 
thing todo : For all their tune vaniſhein 
ipending, and the greateſt ſtock willleflen 
.to nothing that is not well ſupplied, and 
thelargeſt Veſſel will be empty that con 
tinually runs. And I ſuppoſe the ſlothful 
will never be ſo happy as to find out that 
perpetual motion which will return them 
all that they conſume. And when ther 
intemperate appetites (who love a kl 
indulgence ; and eaſe) have as it wereat 
nihilated their preſent ſubſtance. Tan 
perlwaded that their liftleſs invention 
will be found too ſhort to raiſe a Ne# 
Fortune our of the Aſhes of that whic 
15 gone,and therefore whoever hath on 
in the delivery of a bond with the flott 
ful, is in great, if not certain danger 


bearing the Burthen. 
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againſt Suretiſhip. 

Fourthly, Strike not hands for a Prodi- 
gal who. is the Whirlpit of all hopes, and 
the Gulplv that devours all that are con- 
cerned with him. He that is not faithful- 
in the managing of his own property but 
cauſes it to give attendance to all his tranl- 
ports of pleaſure, and Luxury; and pro- 
ſtitutes all his Power to the gratification 
of all coltly hamonrs, and expentive va- 
nities; will ſoon find himſelf exhauſted , 
and when he cannot viſit Theatres, or be 
welcom'd, at the houſes of Game, and 
Intemperance ( which are commonly 
barr'd to empty pockets) he can then think 
of no other expedient, bur: ro knock ar 
tne Ulurers door, and with big Words, 
backed with the ſecurity of ſome unthink- 
ng Friends, he gers a conſiderable ſum in- 
to his poſſeflion ; and poflibly treats his 
creditor, and payes intereſt ot of this 
ſtockfor a time ; But the Worm. of Pro- 
ugality is of fo greedy- a Nature , the 
whole cannot laſt long : Then the Sparks 
giddy Friends whoſe heads w nt caſl y 
nto the broad end of the Horn begin to 
ſtick faſt, and find that they cannot wind 
themſelves out at the narrow top, Or Ie- 
urn to the open air without great charge 
nd trouble. The Prodigal who devoured 


Nis portion with. Harlots, and waſted his . 
{ubſtance 
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ſubſtance with riotous living; had ſhelti yo 

Luke 15+ and ſwallowed his Fortune when ts ir 
16, would fain have filled his belly with huk, 

When the wiſe man inſtructs his Son to We 

ſhnn the Converſation of Wine-bibber, Wb 

and riotous Eaters of Fleſh. ' He give WL 

this Reaſon of his Counſel, for the Dr 

Pro. 23: 2. kard, and the Glutton ſhall come to Poveny, Wi" 

They who conſume their Treaſure inful 

' Tables, Glorious Apparel, and mery 

bowles, without any reſpec to a' continy 

al ſupply cut all their Veins at once,whid 

unleſs they are timely cloſed, -will fon 

bleed to death. And they that hats the 
frugality,as an unfaſhionable ſtinginek, « 

ſlaviſh drudgery,whichis concetnedinpen 

ning up the floats of gain, till it raiſe tis 

depthof an Eſtate,and flow abroad in Nev 

acquiſitions, and great purchaſes; maj 

riotouſly expend their time, parts, healti 

ſtrength, and ſubſtance in courſes of & 

bauchery , and diffolute living, till the 

ſhall come to need ſome crumbs of thi 

abundant increaſe, which a 

thrift hath preſerved in her power. Whel 

Plato ſaw a rude unthrift catching at 

*E; vras xala yreun inaps,and offals of a goo 

Geleng, Tx 6 i707 in dvicr- — 

Vos. ia ne, Jay 
bs oa, —_— od ſparing) 
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wu might have ſupped now more - pleaſing 
and plentifully. 
. Irtisan hard Proverb for the Prodigal 
n to Wto learn: That it is better to- ſpare ac 
er, (brim than bottom. He looks upon that” 
ines Luxury as the Argument of a great, and 
1H Noble mind, which his reaſon (were it 
rh, Mirce from the ſmoak of his intemperance) 
ful would condemn for a brutiſh, fordid,and 
my Wile fnfuality. Bur he minds not the ver- 
ins Mus, nor can comprehend the cares of 
id Wiz Anceſtors, whoſe frugal management 
vn Mot a little to great acceptation, whoſe 
te Mwatchtul Prudence in timing all their con- 
a cerns, and whoie active diligence ingain- 
jul proteflions made them Maſters of that 
power, which is devolved upon him 
whole profuſe waſting of it , renders him 
equally chargeable with foal ingraritude , 
and immenſe folly. They obſerved and 
wok the firlt wind that blew, and put 
out all the Sails they ſafely might, that 
their Port might be ſoon made to, and 
their Vetlels traught might be turned into 
effect ; Bur he caits all into the Sea of pro- 
fuleneſs ; or betrays it ro Pirates (his de- 
curing companions 1 mean) that conſpire 
to extract what pleaſure they can out of 
his p:ofiigate Humour. Thus Crefopns 
Son to Chabrias, a Noble Athenian, wars 
[| WW 
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Treaſury of he had laviſhly conſumed all his Goods, C( 


Ancient and 


_larksMir, Of each ſenſe one hundred pounds,in the 


and other Eſtate, he fold alſo the 
Stones of his Fathers Tomb; in the b n 
ing whereof, the Athenians had disburkd fl n 
one thouſand Drachms. Fair Eſtates {4 « 
dom ſtand at a ftay ; if the Owner ar fl x 
not inſpired with ſo much Vertue as to 
es them;they are commonly poſle{ 
{ed with ſo much Vice as to dimini 
them:And when ſome are running down, 
they rarely make a ſtand till they come 


Y 
to the bottom. As the Son of a Wealthy | 
| 
| 
| 


Beard, Citizen being newly left the heir of hs 


Theat. of deceaſed Father, determined with himſelf 
Gods judg* 


at once to gratifie his five ſenſes : To 
which purpoſe he allowed to the delight 


firſt place therefore, he beſpake a curs 
ous fair Room richly hanged , and fur 
niſhed with the moſt exquiſite Picuresto 
pleaſe his eye: He had all the choicelt 
Mutick to pleaſe the ear : All the Aro- 
matick,and odiferous Perfumes that could 
be procured, to content his ſmell; all the 
Candies, Sweet- Meats, Preſerves, and 
Junkets ; even to the ſtretching of the 
Confectioners art, to delight his talte. 
Laſtly a fair, and beautiful young Lady 
to lodge with him in a ſoft Bed, and the 
Iineſt Linnen that could be bought, toaG 

| commodate 
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aoainſt Saretiſhip. 
corrmodate his touch. All which hein- 
joyed at one time. But his ſenſual Hu- 
mour that was thus ſet a running, could 
not be thus ſatisfied. For he ſpent thirty 
thouſand pounds inthree years, and after 
all {wore that if he had three times more 
than ever he had ; he would ſpend it all, 
to live one week like a God ; though he 
was ſure to be damned in Hell the next 
dayafter. Whence ic appears that prodi- 
pality 15 as a roaring Devil that devours 
all ir can, till there be nothing letc but 
Poverty, and ſhame. Bur I need not ſuch 
laviſh inſtances to ſerve my preſent deſign : 
For there is too much danger of damage 
tothe Surety, who ſhall oblige himlelt 
for ſuch, whoſe expences in any kind, or 
degree ſhall excecd their incomes» That 
Eſtate muſt needs go to loſs which is ma- 
naged by the hand of a grubbiſh phancy, 
of inordinate love. The beſt Treafurc 
vill be melted down before that obje& , 
which is purſued with hot deſire. The 
coltlieſt Sacrifices are commonly beſtow- 
ed on our choiceſt delights: And 1t 15 or- 
dinary for many to go beyond their pow- 
er, in gratifying the Humour they are 
moſt fond of. They that are greatly afte- 
Qed to their ſport, will ſpare nothing tO 


follow ir, Their Recreation ſhall be 
of more 


Rom. 1.23: 


| Matches for them : And all to feed, and 
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more chargeable to them, than all ther 
Domeſtick proviſion, or their Hoſpital; 
ty : And every Bird or beaſt that ferns 
their turn, ſhall be almoſt Worſhipped, 
for the pleaſure they exp: thereby. The 
Blind, and ſuperſtitious Pagans who were 
become vain in their imaginations; 
changed the Glory of the incorruptible Gul 
into an Image made like to corruptibl 
Man , and to Birds, and four foot 
Beafts, and creeping things : And thek 
change their own,and their Families Glo 
ry, into an imagery of ſportive Animal 
And I wiſh too many who follow their 
ſports injelt, were not guilty of Idolatry 
in earneſt. For all their concerns, and 
all buſineſs muſt give way thereto: And 
that is a mans God (whatever it be) which 
he loves with all his heart, and follow 
with the greateſt vigour. The time which 
Rellgion juſtly claims is ſpent ; the charge 
which would ſupport a Family is lad 
out; yea, the Treaſures are too frequent 
ly exhauſted, that would portion Chil 
dren, and p:ocure good, and comfortabk 


"wv i vac uo gg io Quw © 


maintain an intemperate inclination for 
ſports: which it they arc innocent in their 
kind, ſhould got exceed the limits of an 


honeſt, and convenient Recreation. | 
=” 


againſt Suretiſhip. 
is not my purpoſe to declaim againſt their” 
Tyranny , who ſtretch the power which 
God has given them over inferiour Crea- 
tures ; or forfeit their prudence 11 long 
waiting upon hazardous Combates, and 
contentions. Whoever is but inclined to 
waſte his. incomes, or to hazard them up- 
on ſuch diverſions ; is nct likely to thrive 
by borrowing, or ever to pay what he 
ij, M £ach borrowed 3 for though he may have 
a Fortunate chance to fet him in good 
of © <opdition, yet that often provesno better 
than a charming Temptation to loſe all. 
They who cat, and drink, and riſe up to 
play ; ſometimes loſe more in an hour,than 
would ſerve their Natural necefficies for 
many years; who being emptied by their 
loiſes, their Vanity makes a long ſounding 
noiſe in leting of their paſſions, where- 
with they; pour thundering Anathemas 
upon their Fortune : but this blind chance 
was 1n no other fault, than the delivering 
of a Treaſure from hands that were too 
toolith,and too unworthy to keep the pol- 
ſeflion. They: who begun their ſport in 
imigining themſelves. to be fortunate , 
now curſe the phancy wherewith they 
find themſelves deceived, and what Sure- 
ty can be ſafe when all that power de- 
pends upon a hazardous caſt, yeherown. 
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he ſhould be indemnified ? fome wit 
awn Houſes, Lands, Jewels, and ging 
nds for ſtakes to play with, and holdir 
matter of quarrel, or diſhonour to baulk 
. payment of rheir loſſes, or implede the 
validity of their Obligation : When in 
the mean time, their juſt, and due db; 
for proviſions fitted to the back, and belly 
are undefrayed ; lie on ſcore, or perhays 
they put on a ſturdy reſolution (if anye- 
vaſion or ſtarting hole can be found out) 
never todiſcharge them. 

The itch of gaming commonly prove 
the Scab, or Leproſieof a mans condition, 
which renders all his life uneaſie,and vex- 
atious. There may be a ſorry kind of 
pleaſure in ſcratching, but a painful fore 
neſs is conſequent upon it ; as a well ralted 
poiſon, which for all its pleaſing tincture 
on the palate, ends in death; tis a pra 
Rice fertile in nothing fo much as in begs 
gery, blaſphemy, and confuſion. So ſcan- 
dalous were commonCarders amonglt the 

4 Ethiead Greeks, that the Philoſopher ranks them 
Nichom c. with Thieves and Villains ; and with 
I. whom ſhall an Evangelical Guide place 
them who has beheld the bitter, and ill 
boding Fruits of this protuſe idlenels, + 
bounding with irreligion, profanenes, 
vanity, fraud, peeviſhneſs, ——_ 


NE. 
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2nd moſt irkfom clamours. But prodiga- 
liry. breaks out, not only in fuck Tumors 
which have now been glanced ar : *Tis 
not only ſeen in taking Frm tO riot 
in the day, or in the Night time ; in fur- 
mihing Tables, or filling ward-robes, in 
following chargeable ſports, or phancying 
hazardous Games : But ſometimes -in. 
matters that ſeem leſs liable to blame, bur 
& Racnoleſs burdenſfom to a Family : As 
t) Fcoltly Buildings or large gifts which have 
nothing but humour, or phancy to juſti- 
ie the 1tatelineſs of the one, or excels of 
the other. He that eres a Babel to re- 
liſt che fury of an imaginary deluge, can- 
not fave himſelf, and Family from con- 
tuſon: and that Son of 14. Antony who 
gave a Cupboard of rich Plate to Philotas, 
only for the pleaſure he had by a Sophiſm Plut. in 
Wherewith a loquacious Phyſitian was fi- og Pe 
enced in his preſence, might give away *** 
Kingdoms had they beenin his Powerto 

pleaſe his phancy. He that intends to 

raiſe a Structure Jhould firſt ſit down, and 

count the coſt, leaſt he leave it to be a 
Monument of his own folly, and an Eye- 

lore to all he is related to. And he that be- 

ſtows a gift ſhould conſider, whether by 

is largeſs he ſhall purchaſe the Honour 

of generoſity, or undergo the diſgrace- 


I 4. ful 


Brittannia 
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** ful imputation. of leſſening as pony 


Cambden 
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when he might have kept the ſtaff in hi 
own hand. Ir is nor fate to ſtrike hayl; 
tor any one, wholehand is commonly open 
edmo:e by phancy, than diſcretion; ng 
hath he a right to be eſteemed genera, 
whoſe fond Humour 1s the only Stewar( 
of his Treaſure. He: may be laviſh of hi 
own, till he hath need of others help to 
{upport his inclination , and then the dz 
mage will probably fall heavy upon hi 
Friend who brought in auxihary Forcs 
to his aſſiſtance. And further yet, i \ 
to be noted, that ſome of the Noblet 
rank-have diflipated valt revenues; ant 
other conſiderable degrees of men (whot 
expences have been heavier than ther 
Fortunes would bear) have entailed n 
morethan an empty Name upon theirPo 
ſterity. It is well obſerved by Cami 
that as vertne laid the foundation of gens 
* rous Families in the North of Englans, 
*and elſewere, and provident more 
* ration with ſimplicity rendring en 
* contented with their own Eſtate, bot 
*preſerved, and increaſed them:;.fot 
*che South parts, riotous expence, and 
* ſuperfluity, uſurious contracts, voluptua 
*and vitious Lite, together with indired 


* courſes, and crafty dealings have in-{hot 
tim 


aoainfl Suretiſhip. "x21 

*time overthrown moſt flouriſhing Hon- ©" 
ſes, Time was that Livius Druſus was = 
*thought a well poiſed Roman,who would 
*have his houſe pervious that the regulari- 
*ry of his Domeſtick affairs might be ſeen; yu... 
*whoſe furniture, dier, clothes, equipage houſe of 
'were all {uch as his Fortune would bear, the riſe 


*his degree anſwer, and his reputation 44 _ 
not he impeached by. Bur a profuſe ſpirit 7, *" © 
ranges over the World;difdains all Vertue $8. 9. p. 
ns © chat is thrifty, and chargleſs ; contemns 61. 

rl © health, repuration, counſel, and preſer- 

t vil © vation, to fatiate the rude importunity 

ti of a delicate Palate, a wanton eye, an 

an extravagant brain, a credulous humour, 

noel © or a coſtly leviry: All which.as ſo many 

ner © ungry Dogs tear the ſurprized Carkaſs 

nol ©of an over driven Prodigal ; whoſe 

ol breaking: out far beyond rhe modeſt 

al bounds of Vertue, renders him a prey 

n-WF "ro the extorting Ulſurer, - the cunning 

"il © Broker, the harpy Cook, the cozening 

xe © Taylor, the deluding Steward,the fawn- 

in *ing Tenant, the crafty Devil; rill atlaſt 

ou_I © he become Lord and Maſter of nothing 

008 * but a Priſon 3 and be denied pity even 

an of thoſe on whom he hath waſted his iuÞ- 

08 ſtance; or if he deſcend not fo low, yet 

realy he leaves his poſterity miſerable, and un- 


ol profitable to the Kipgdom. Thus Gen- 
m: tlemen 
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= tlemenſwollen big with the flattery of 4 
= great Fortune, a free Houſe-keeping, 2 
numerous retinue,full, and chargeablers 
cre2tions,and often with notable ſucking 
Vices,are ſo beleaguered and over power{ 
with a multitude of excreſcent ex 
that they breeding their Y ounger Sons 
and Daughters in proportion to, and in 
love of theſe their treacherous diverſions, 
leave them when they die,a great ſtock 
Ignorance andidlenels, ſhame and forrow 
It isalſo a great Vanity in this age, that 
mencommonly exceed the bounds of thar 
degree. Nobles would be as petty Prince, 
Gentlemen as Nobles, whoſe Houſes ar 
ſo full of exceſs and Luxury,that they ar 
ready to. ſfpue out their own Maſters 
Merchants and Mechanicks ſtrive to inter 
common with them, yea "ey low d& 
grees would be as the gentile form; and i 
though in building, and diet they cannot 
be equal; yer in rayment they muſt be 
as gay : And now reaſon, and prudenct 
have taken wing, it is almoſt become ne 
ceſlary that there ſhould be ſome ſump 
ary Laws, and ſanctions of the Suprea 
Power, to reſtrain Men to their Rank, 
and limit them within the compaſs of that 
degree : For charitable reproofs of th 
Vanity are Weak, and ineffectual zinthit 
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{:ch who are ſo Proud as to affe&t a Gal-** P. I 


lantry unbecoming their degree, are like- 
wiſe ſo infolent as to affront the Counſels 
that would bound theirextravagance. This 
| am afraid is one main caule of the pre- 
ſent general complaint of -want,-and po-- 
rerty, that Men are not contented with 
their condition, and cannot maintain ſuch 
high living as they are ambitious of ; and 
cannot be clothed with as rich Robes,and 
Ornaments as they have a phancy tor, 
Would they learn to reſtrain their deſires, 
they might be better pleaſed with their 
own Fortunes 3; and their undertakings 
proper to their particular callings might 
bring in a better encreaſe. But prudent 
rugality , and vertue are now calt into a 
eepLethargy:For moſt ſtrive toraiſe their 
Port in proportion to their ſelf conceipt, 
ndare of opinion that nothing is faſhio- 
able, but wha: is waſteful. Men have 
inds above their profeflions. The pitt 
| underling, and the Vulgar Subje at- 
&s height and State of Lite: The Law- 
er ſcorns to carry his Bag,though it hold 
ne Deiry which he adores: The Citizen 
7Tns to wear his Apron, though proba» 
y his ſhop be held uponly by the Apron 
rings : The Peaſant caſts away his frock, 
Thich poſlibly is hir beſt defence go 
eng 
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>the Cold; and the Vallet kecks at his]. 


very when he is forced to put it on : And 
thus all degrees are diſtempered with 
Tumor which makes them impertinently 
vain, or intolerable. And the time is al- 
moſt gone, when ſome of the greatelt did 
not diſdain to be at one end of their 
fairs ; and would permit as little to be 
done by Servants as may be; and would 
do as much themſelves as poflibly they 
could, to pen up all the ways of getting, 
that the ſtream of their Eſtates might nie, 
and encreale upon them. This they did 
in their Generation wiſely, and throveas 
cordingly ; but ſince men are fo dainty, 
and choice that all Priſtine 'diligence 6 
grown low-rated, and forms of Pride,and 
garb are introduced. Gentlemen forlake 
their Rural Seats where they might lve 
both thriftily, and charitably ; and flod 
to London and Weſtminſter, where the 
riety of idle diverſions allures them to 
ſentual delicacies, and coſtly Vices,whica 
render them efteminate, and unſfervice- 
bie both to their King, and Country 
there they muſt comply with the folly ol 
faſhions, and the witty contempts of al 
Ancient Modeſty,and Vertue. There, 
their perſons are diſliked, they are pi® 


voked to miſcarriages which render mo 
il 
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liable to be puniſhed with large -Fines, 
and diſgraceful confinements, if not more 
© biter ſufferings. There, they are wound 
ig WY 1NtO 2 multitude of acquaintance, and 
of © (carn the.cunning conduct of fraud, and 
1. | bold venting of paſſion; by all which 
lg | eb<y burthen their Fortunes with needleſs 
of 2nd inſupportable charges, contract great 
Wl Debts, and leave their moſt intimate 
Fa Friends in danger of Arreſts,and troubles. 
; MW Bur leaſt this may be thought a bold cen- 
ſure, for a private perſon to Þlame ſo 
mn, great a conflux of Country Gentlemen, 
\* (25 may be ſeen in {the City: I ſhall re- 
n{ | ember the judgment of two of the wt 
kſt Kings that ever fate in the Imperial 
re 4 0rOne of this Realm. 
King James the Firſt,before Chriſtmas an. Dom. 
this year, ifſued forth a Proclamation for 1614. 


T this cauſe, that all Gentlemen of Quality 
" ſhould depart to their own Countries and 
Sy Houſes to maintain Hoſpitality amongſt 


* their Neighbours ; and his meaning was 
fat this thould always continue, as he 
a incerprers himſelf, in his ſpeech in the 
tar:Chamber 3 wherein he declares 
that it was wont to be the old faſhion of 
England, and the Honour of the Engliſh 
Nobility, and Gentry to live m the Country, An, Dom. 


and keep Hoſpitality, for which —_— 1616, 


Caution 
famous above all the Countries in the Iſl} 
which they might the better do, baving a Siil 
abundantly fertile to live in: but by the in 
moderate reſort of the Gentry to the City and 
P. 169. of their dwelling there: the Country as lf 
his Works deſolate, and beſides divers other miſchief 
in Folio. ould ariſe upon it. Firſt if inſurrettun; 
ſhould fall out the Country would be unfurni 
ed with Gentlemen to take Order theren, | 
Next the poor would want relief miſſing ther 
Hoſpitality at home. Thirdly my Service u 
neplected, and the good Government Br 
Country for lack.of the principal Gentlemen 
Preſence that ſhould perform is : And hſth 
the Gentlemen loſe their own thrift, for lac 
of their 020n preſence in ſeeing to their own 
buſineſs at home. Therefore as every Fi 
lives in his own place, ſome in the Freſh om 
in the ſalt.ſome in the Mud : So let every om 
live in his own place 5 ſome at Court, ſamen& 
theCity,ſome in the Country. I husthe learned 
King James whoſe judgment not being 
ſodutitully obſerved as it ſhould have been 
by good Subjects 3 his Meek and PiowF 
Son King Charles the Glorious Many'F 
ſent out his Proclamation concerning 
this matter. The Kings moſt Excellent ] 
Majeſty taking it into his Royal conſiderati, 
tbe preſent State of the times, together W# 


the preat decay of good Hoſpitality, lg 
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Houſe keeping, which in 
farmer # was the 


I Cities and Towns ; efpe- © 

cially in, or near our Cittes of London,and 
e i: M Veltminſter, and the many inconveniences 
th Mbich enſue upon the abſence of ſo many per- 
os of Quality and Authority, from their 
Countries; whereby thoſe parts are left deſti- 
tute, both of relief, and Government ; and 
the Cities and Towns, eſpecially thoſe of Lon= 
don avd Weſtminſter, are over burthened 


» » 


ome ith inhabitants, and reſidants, hath thought 
one Wit to renew the courſe formerly begun by his 
ein cear Father of bleſſed Memory, and therefore 
ned Frommands them to their homes under penalt 

ing ef bis diſpleaſure. And becauſe this Pro- 
en {clamation did not find a ready Obedi- 
ounce, his Majeſty was pleaſed, with ad- 
17r Fice of his Council, to command Infor- 
ing nations againſt ſome to be exhibited in 
let W'e Star-Chamber ; where they were ſen- 
ws, W-nced, and fined. Here are no mean 
it Authorities to juſtific a charge againſt 
wich Gentlemen who deſert their Rural 


Manſions 


Proclamation An. Dom. 1629; "M 
. _ $3. Caroli dated November 2g, 
Homour of this Nation ; 1627. Entituled A Proclamati. 

the too frequent reſort , on Commanding the repair of 


and ordinary reſidence of Noblemen, Knights, . and Gen- 


IT tlemen of quality, unto thei 
Ld: prin, nd rem Yemen Wl, ne ter 


poral; Knights and Get- (ry, there to attend their Sec. 
tlemen of Quality, unto vices, and keep Hoſpitality, 
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Manſions for their phancy, and pleaſure 
And would they conſider that they loſs 
the love of the. Country, and their inte 
reſt therein; that' their abſence leaves 
room for many contentions, which by 
their preſence might” be prevented ; that 
many who a&t under them, ſerve them. 
ſelves more than their Maſters, and x 
greedy Cormorants devour all they can; 
and 1t 15 rare to find fo faithful a Steward, 
who either can or will keep up an Eſtate 
to its true dimenſions ; Would they conl: 
der how they are accommodated to lie 
in the Country handſomly,and withgool 
Credit upon ſmall expences; and that 
their immoderate ſtaying in the City ne- 
ceſlitates them to become ProjeRors d 
preiiures,and wild ways to maintain thel 
Luxury ; to prefs and wrack their Ie 
nants to provide, and return their Ren 
at all diſadvantages: And if this proceed 
ing will not ſuffice ſome part of the E 
ſtate muſt be fold; then the diminution 
of the income, and the continuanced 
the ſame, or greater expences makes thet 
lubje to the Uſurer upon hard Terms; 
and there may be no ſtop till the Eſta 
be utterly gone, and Surety undone, 
thall leave them to make the inferenc 


This has becn the Caſe of ſoine Gm 
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men who would ſtrive to live bravely out 
xf their own Element. Arid though it 
may be objected; that ſome have met 
wich great Fortunes by doing 1o, yet for 
one who hath caught a Lark, by the fal- 
ling of the Skie, there are Thouſands who 
have milſed their Game, and fallen into 
a Ditch by their too high gazing ; and 
when as I have the Authority of Princes 
tjuſtifie the blame that is laid upon thoſe 
ta Mwho forſake the Seats of their Honoura- 
nl-Wole Anceſtors, to pamper and indulge 
live themſelves wich all the delicacies of the 
od City: With good Reaſon, I may reckon 
hat them among. Prodigals, and miark them 
ne- tor ſuch who go aſtray. Bit they would 
of Wbe as Gods, and their Will muſt be done; 
cir and while they are ridden, and ſpurred 
leon ſtill by their own phancies, no won- 
us Wder that they run ro the Devil; bur let 
every ſober man take heed that he do 
not bear them Company. Again there 
Is another Generation for whom it is dan- 
gerous to engage, who being of no great 
rank, or power -themfelres, are wont tO 
allociatewith men of the higheſt quality, 
to whom their Wir, and boldneſs armed 
wich their experience in ſome gentile 
ſports may commend them for a time 3 


6M but ſome that are more prudent-than- or 
ſ K thers 
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thers of the ſame degree., are not a litts 
jealous over this fort of men, and eſteen 
ſach who think themſelves great enough 
to be their Companions, worthy to hey 
equa} ſhares with them in all occaſions 
expences,yea ſometimes to return the en- 
tertainments they have received, or 
chargeable pretents muſt keep up the cor. 
reſpondence in Heart, and Luſtre: $ 
that let ſuch caſt up the whole charge 
of their company, and add thereto ther 
lots of time together with the hm 
drance of their own ſecular concerns, 
they may diſcern a great dreyn madein 
a ſmall Eſtate in a ſhort tra& of time: 
and if neceflity drive them to ſqueeze 
Wax for ſome drops of refreſhment, 
will ſinddenly harden upon them, and 
remain a ſure mark of their own trouble, 
and Miſery. I need not ſay much ofths 
or any other kind of Prodigality. which 
the Reader without a perſpeRive may 
diſcern as a Sea-mark to warn his Pinnace 
of the danger of Shipwrack. That Ad 
vice (were it well obſerved) would pre- 
vent much unhappineſs, which is give 
Eg” "ger of Strach. Go mot m—_ thy 
"IO s, vut refrain thy ſelf from thine Af 
3, 31, 32z tites ; if. ine, Tf the Eire th 
35% pleaſe ber, ſhe will make thee a _ 
0c 
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apainſl Suretiſhip. 
fock to thine Enemies that ;nalign thee : 
Take not pleaſure in much good chear, nei- 
thir be tied to the expence thereof : Be not 
made a Beggar by banqueting apon borrow- 
me, when thou haſt nothing im thy purſe; 
or thon ſhalt lie in wait for thy own Life , 
and be talked on. If thou hast gathered no- 
thing in thy youth : How canft thou find a: 
w thing in thine Age? I have read that at 
Padua 1n Italy, they have 'a Stone called 
the Stone of turpirude, which is placed 
near the Senate houſe, whither all ſpend- 
thritts, and fuch as diſclaim the payment _ | 
of their debts are brought,' and they arg TE 
enforced to fic upon this ſtone with their, 112, 
binder parts bare,that by thisnote of pub- 

Ick infamy and diſgrace others may be 

terrihed: from all fuch vai expences, or 
borrowing more than they know they 

ae able ro'pay. Great pity 1t 15,thatthere 

5 nor ſuch aſtone in all. the Countries of: 

the World ; or at leaft ſome other happy 
Invention whereby it might be provided 

that ther ſhould be no tollowers of fuch 
pzrnirious Examples, nor any great ſufte- 

rers upon the ſcore of their Prodigality: 

For all places are now too full of Jome 

fore of. {pend''thrifts, whoſe tork merniy 

Katte,S - ail that their rake can gather bY 

any means... And '$ ans apt to ſutpect 
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L. that the eaſineſs of obraining Snfeties, fyr 


Pal. 37- 
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Ecclefit- 
fiicus 29, 
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thers prodigals in borrowing mors than 
otherwiſe they could : As it there were 
not ſo many Retainers, their would he 
fewer Thieves: So if the Number & 
improvident Sureties were leſs, the Cz 
talogue of proftligate, and Licentiow 
unthrifrs would not be fo grear. 
Fifchly, Be not Surety for any bad 
Min, for he that palpably tranſgreilesthe 
Rules of Religion, or is a Notorious df 
tender in any point thereof, breaks the 
ſtrongelt Sinews of Juſtice in all Ci 
concerns. The Royal Pfalmiſt obſers 


that the Wicked borroweth, and payeth na « ſ 


gain. And he doubtleſs was a Wile Man, 
who hath told us,that 4 Sinner will: ov 
throw the good Eſtate of his Surety ; and i 
that is of an unthankful mind, will kev 


him. in danger, that. delivered bm, Trl 


greateſt Arguments for good dealings wii 
Men, are fetched from a clear Conſci 
or our Duty to God:And if men rum co 
trary to their greateſt Obligations, 
will not Walk uprightly in.reſpe&t of.the 


tmalleſt. They that can dare ro-breal 
Covenant with God, can have no good 
Will ro keep Contracts with Mens ; He 

ehat can deſtroy a Temple,may foon pub 
cowna Cottage: And he that _—_—_ 


| 
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the Throne of God, - will not ſtrain at **# 
the Violation of the Rights of his Bre-. 

» bur Fchron, If we ſearch the Nature of that 
than Elheare which is hardened for Wickcd pras 
Were Ftices, we cannot but diſcern that fuch. 
| be Yfyho can dare to be Irrchgious towards. 
" of WGol, will be unrighteous towards Men ; 
Gs Mor where the greateſt Devil Reigns, hz 
108 Wlefler can take their Rang. And thongh 
here may be ſome appearance to the 
ontrary, whenfſuch who Violate the firlt 
the FTahle of Divine Commandements ſeem 
$0 0have ſome regard for the Second ; yet 
the Wi reſpec thereto riſes not from a Con- 
nl Wcience informed therewith, which can 
"v3 Fhave no Power in thoſe, - who are: poito- 
+ Fncd with an Evil diſpoſition againſt God: 
1, WAnd had they the ſtrongeſt Arm, they 
ould be altogether Arbitrary in all that 
dit hey do: Bur Civil Laws, and con{tiruti- 
a ons hold their hands, though. they cannot 
Ti Bbound their Wills. "The wag being 0- 
er-matched by others, . bows their Bo- 
ics though it' cannot. rejtjain their minds. 
he Veneration they have for thetr own 
redit, Maſters the Ceremonies of their 
eportment, but cannor moderate the 
afetions that grow in their Nature: It 
they could tread down the ſanctions of 
municipalL aws : if there were no power 
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FR in their way greater than theirs ; and if 
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they 'could cither diſdain the opinions of 
all about them, or conceal their proceed. 
ings from their knowledge ; 1 ſee ng 
what Wickedneſs they would ſtrain at in 
their converſation with men, who cuff | 
{wallow down any kind of Impiety + | 
g:inſt God. He that willfully finsin any l 
point, ſays in effe&, that he will not har 
God to Rule over him, and he that an 
affront the Divine Authority which is th 
moſt Snpreme, and molt abſolute, cane 
no Voluntier in his{ubmiflion to anink, 
riour Magiitracy, unleſs ſuch inſtrument 
are ſet before him, that can give him 
cient warning of an Execution: Andyr: 

theſe are fometimes weak, and ineffedu 

al as tothe ſtopping of his career whok 

heart is ſet upon that which is Evil. 'Tho 

he-may be under fome confinement by 

outward means, 'yet.#f he can dilcern, 

deviſe a way to breaklooſe: He is ready 

to run out witha {wift foot; and become 

deaf to the Voice; that declares ths n 

ceflity of his rettrning back to his Dur, 

Thrs being the cafe of bad Men; whoewe 

conſiders it, ſhall haye litche Heart to 

plighthis Faith for the ſatisfaction” of hs 

nezeflities : He cannot vouch for his bo 

neſty who is deſtitmre of the maitrIþtins| 
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and principle thereof :- And' what he "IRE. 


theretore promiſes in his belalf,' + hs hing 
felf muſt probably take care to/ per- 
form. | | ! 33 fTQUTIE. 
Or ſappoſe a bad than be: fo 'powerful 
in the World, that he can bear-the:Bur- 
then of his own- Debts; yee he-'may be 
puflty 'of ſuch delays, #nd 'of fo man 
wicks, and ſprefuil' contrivances whic 
ſhallbe as Thorns tithe ſide 6f his Friend, 
who in his pecuniary contract is Surety for 
him;For the hand of the-bad is cornin 
ſtretched forth to reedive; bur ſhit when 
he ſhould repay. He therefore that ninds 
his own. peace, muſt give Eat eo the Wiſ- 
dom of the Son of Smach. * Bardep not thy 
felf above thy poaver whth thow ti 
have no lowhis YH hb one” that it m Tall &r, 
and Richer than thy Felf 5 for how agree the 
Ketthe, * and the Earthen 'pot tagether ; fe 
the one be ſmitten ggainſ# the other, 1t fha 
be- brokey.. ' The rith-min hath deve wrong , 
and yer he threarneth' withal. The * rs 
wronged, und he muſt -intreat alſo. If thou 
be for his ofit, he will'oſe thee ; but if thow 
have nothing, he will forſake thee. In ttke 
proportion the mighty man whois poſleſt 
with bad Principles, when he hath necd 
of anothers Suretiſhip, will entertam tm 
with hehefome {miles {weet complements, 
K 4 endeari1Dg 


, and ſticus 13. 
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< 4 eridearing Careſles, and plentiful Ban- 
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Weights: until he-hath preſſed all from 
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ets 3 But this fair day may end in thick 
arknefs, and a tempeſtuous Storm: For 
though the mighty Principal can anſwe NT 
the Obligation ;- , yet when this Work ſth 
ſhould. be done he may neglect it, either I tt 
he cannot, or will not, be ſpoken with; le 
So that the Creditor_ provoked by ths fn 
ſlight, will not fail toi make frequent Ap Ei! 
plications .to the, Surety, to | whom bes WR 
hath a. more caſie acceſs. And if thek 
Addreſſes ſucceed not,he will add greater 


him, hehath a right to. 

And now .the Surety muſt bear ſuch 
like repulies, and lights which the, Cre- 
ditor ſuſtained, or the great man 15 hid 
irom him, and there is. no Repaxation-to 
be had for the damage he hath ſuffered 
PINOT ſharp. vexation, and tedigus tray, 

of le I hte ha 
Tf an Eſtate can be fo ſerled, as thati. . 
ſhall not be liable to the payment of any- 
fraud, that is ſerviceable to his. interch; - 
There is ,many times a. ſhew. made of.a 
fair inheritance, which , being. charged 
with many, and great encumbrance ' 
worth nothing, and in ſome caſesſuchan.« 
Eſtate may be offered to gt" | 

| | uIctys 
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Surety, which by many unſeen premont® 


For © be able to obtain any benefit from it. The 
ver Þ Titles of Lands are now more uncertain 
dk W than in times paſt they have been; for 
ner © they may be conveyed by Leaſe; and Re-* 
0; Wale ; or diſpoſed of by private Settle- 
bs WI ments ; or paſt away by Bonds given to 
p Ethe King; and while there is no publick 
it FRegilter of Landseſtabliſhed by Statute , 
Bad men may makeuſe of all poflible de- 
er vices to deceive their Creditors, and op- 
m Wpreſs their Sureties. So that though ſome 


who take up conſiderable Sums of Mony 


1 Were polſeſſors of apparent Eſtates , yet 
& While Men have cauſe to be jealous of 
id Mtheir Honeſty, they have no Reaſon to 


putany great confidence in their Power : 
For an Eſtate in appearance ſhould be no 
ghty Temptation, when an Integrity 
8" lubttance cannot be found. When we 
Wook about us; and obſerve that the Gal: 
Wants of our rime appear like men that 
ve pur on all the Armour of the Devil, 
Wo fight againſt the great God of Heaven: 
[hat raging Blaſphemies, and moſt hor- 
id execrations ſmoke our of the Furnace 
WW their moſt fooliſh paſſions; that their 
'Wractice conſiſts of Bacchanalian Jovial- 


&s, monſtrous Amours , ſubtle frauds , 


furious 
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gages is fo far exhauſted, that he ſhall nos 
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F wrious quarrel, and infamous ſhifts; and 
that they are Armed with a ſtout, and 
haughty reſolution to juſtifie themſelvg, 
and their courſes againſt the moſt H 
Word of God , the righteous Command 
of Superiours, the wife Counſels of « 
quals , and the modeſt Exceptions of In 
feriours : It is no Wonder rhat their for. 
midable manner of Life, tbe a real Tea. 
ror to all ſober Men, and that their De 
baucheries keficn them to a needy Gene 
tion. For the upſhot of their exorbitan 
ces not only proves a ſcandal to-their & 
gree, and worſe than a Battoon of abats 
ment to their Honour, but a back don: 
to their Eftates which are waſted bythe 
Vices; and # impiety be fo deftrudie 
to great Fortunes, ( of which there ar 
ſundry inſtaneesin the World } wat fhal 
become of the prophane, whoſe condth 
en is already Weak-to ſuch a degree-tiat 
they can: make no ether Figere amo} 
Men, than what is drawn by their om 
Impiety. And if ſach who ſeem to "i 
Maſters of Eſtates are not*to-be trult 
becauſe of the-Naughtineſs of 'their Line 
what encouragement cat; Men have 
confide in the meaner forr who are nok 
impious than they. If the prophant* 
of the great ſhould ſet ns at a —"_ 
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diſtance from ſuch their concerns fo” *8 
which they ſeem to have ſufficient pows . 
ve, Mer of their own ; we ſhould ſhun all fa- 
[ miliarity with Men of a lower Rank wha 
ns Ware inteted, with the ſame Plague. 
tel I have Read and heard ' fome com- 
In Bplaints in this Age againſt the too Gnera] 
for neglect of the right Government of the 
Te-YTongue, that it is a very common thing 
De Mor one Man to ſpeak Evit of another, I 
Kn Ewiſh there were not too much Reaſon for 
tate Wrhis offence by the almoſt Univerſal wicks 
' GMednes chat hath covered the Lahd, Mens 
bits Lives being ſo looſe, and irregular, that 
door Mit is almoſt as impoſſible to fear them 
net worſe, as improbable to hope them bet- 
anWter: And ler it not be ftrange then, that 
there is ſo epidemical a cry of want,when 
ſuch a Flood of ungodlineſs hath deluged 
te Kingdom, for God tutneth Rivers mto pram.nog 
8 Wilderneſs, and the Water Springs into ary 33, 34 
Ground, A fruuful Land 'into Barrenne[s. 
or the Wickedneſs of them that dwell there- 
Mm. Fhey who have firlt caſt God out of 
nethcir thoughts are juſtly ejeted out of 

"their poffeſſions; and they who live withe 
Jour God 'inv the World, muſt $9 without, 

fis Blefling. Never any Standard was foe 
ol upagainft God butloſt itſelf, and all char 

Wadbered to it'; and no Mans either ſaga- 
anc | C10UsS 
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= S Wit, Or prodigious Valour Can {ay 
= Himfrom the blaſt of a provoked God, |; 
was well ſaid by one who was a yery con i 
ſiderable perſon in his time. © Spaniſh fy. 
© mados and Invaſions he changes ing 
' ©Morrice Dances upon the Waves of dif. 
©luſtre, and makes the very Engineers of 
*them'to confeſs that Vertues though the 
fare within the chance ; yet they ar 
© not ever within the Power of ill For. 
* rune. , 
Whence is it that ſome who purpoke, 
hope for, and promiſe themſelves grea 
matters (when they have many ſeeming 
probabilities of agood event) yet findthar 
their undertakings are unſuccelsful, thei 
Projects abortive, that their great Preps 
rations miſcarry, and their expecancs 
periſh: There is moſt certainly ſuchajult 
Nemeſis in the World, as a Divine Mak 
diction, the force whereof no humane 
Arm can reſiſt, or repel. This (asit wer 
ſometimes pours Hell out of Heana 
upon the Heads of the ungodly; Ths 
puts out the light, and conſumes the Tent 
of Wicked men : This aflaults their Ex 
cellency in the high Meridian of it, and 
{catters them as duſt before the Storm) 
Wind : This ftrikes the Arms,and break 
the Jaws of theEnemies of all righteouſ? 


againſt 6) uretiſhip. I 


ons; plerces their hearts with Sorrows ; 
troubles the Circumſtances of their Stare ; 
and leaves them diſcontented , and un- 
calle. FR” al EE iehts 
It muſt be granted that there are ma- 
ny Myſteries in Divine Providence ſuffi- 
cient to aſſoil the raſh and uncharicable 
cenſures of all private Tribunals uſurped 
by blind Envy, or Malice: Yet it is not 
only conſiſtent with the Notion we ought 
to have of a moſt perfe&t Governour of 
thr {be World, but with the ſenſe of the Sa- 
her {W<red Canon, whereby the Will of the 
higheft Sovereign is revealed to Mankind; 
that we believe, that he bleſſes the State 
of the juſt, and curſes the Familes that 
have not the Knowledge of his Name. 
It God be in our Adventures, and his 
Glory reſt upon ſmall things, Aarons dry 
Rod ſhall flouriſh, Sarahs dead Womb 
ſhall ſpring forth a Son ; and Davids in- 
WMſcerhibleneſs ſhall encreaſe into a King- 
dom. But all our Strivings are as Babel 
without God: We do no better than 
Write upon Duſt, or Sow upon a Rock; 
or Role up a Stone that will retreat 
with Fury upon us. And if in our conrle 
of Life we ftand againſt God, our bright- 


eit Glories ſhall yaniſh into contempt , 
our 
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This darts Terrors into their imaginati? HR 


7TIY Caution 
=. our Wiſdome into fooliſhnef, ourpowe 
E3 into Weakneſs, and our poſlefions ing 
Beggery. The Crown T; true Glory A 
dorned with the ſweet Flowers, and pre. 
cious Gems of plentiful Bleflings, was ne 
ver made for the hairy Scalp of ſuchan 
one who goeth on in withitanding the 
Will of his Maker : Burt rather the tiying 
Roll of Curſes..ſhall reft upon his Brow, 
When Zachariah the Prophet had a Viſon 
of a flying Roll, an Angel gave him the 
Interpretation thereof, ſaying, Thisis ti 
Curſe that goeth forth over the Face of th 
necha, s Whole Earth, for every one that Stealeth ſtab 

* | WW Wake 
3; 4. be cut off as on this ſide according toit, ans 
every one that Sweareth ſhall be cut off am 
that ſide according to it. Twill bring it forth 
faith the Lord of Hoſts, and it ſhall enter m 
to the Houſe of the Thief, and into the Ho: 
of him that Sweareth falſly by my Name, 
and it ſhall remain in the midſt of his Howſt, 
and ſhall conſume it with the Timber theref, 

and. the Stones thereof. 
The Prophet Feremiabs Heart was biv 
: ken, his Bones did ſhake,he was ftiange 
ly tranſported, and as it were intoxicÞ 
ted with aſtoniſhment : When he cont 
dered the Wickedneſs of the Land, and 
and the judgment that ſhould be Exec 


ted upon the Inhabitants therech- ” 


oa. i 


ns iam if: = 
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apainſt Suretiſhip. 4 
tbe Land (faith he) is full of Adulterers $JealWs1 


wer | m. 23, 
into Ml for becauſe of Swearing, the Lend Mourn- 19 V4 "M 
1 A. Meth; the pleaſant Places of the Wilderneſs are R 
Pre. WW dried up, and their courſe is Eat), and their 


Force :s not right: For both Prophet -and 
1an Prieſt are prophane ; yea, in my Houſe bave 
the M1 found theirr Wickedneſs ſaith the Lord, 
Wherefore their way ſhall be anto them, as 
ippery ways im the darkneſs: They ſhall be 
irrven on, and fall therem : For T will brim 
Evil upon them, even the year of their Viſe 
the (tation ſaith the Lord, 

th © The Prophet Hoſea proclaims a Con- 
kl Mtroverlie which God had wich the Inhabi- 


mn WW Aulling, and Stealins, and committing As 
uſe WY <ultery ; rhey broke owt, and Blood touched 
2, (Blood. Therefore ſhall the Land mourn, and } 
oe, {every ore that dwelleth therein ſhall langmiſh, 
f, (21th rhe Beats of the Field, and with the 
Fowls of Heaven, yea, the Fiſhes of the Sea 
0-4/0 ſhall he taken away. | 


&- M Remember alto how Tyrzs is threatned 
+ Wor the Pride, and violence that was 1n 
f- Wei midit of ir. The Glory thereof is 
d Wfirit deſcribed, to give the clearer prot 


pect of the greatneſs of Her tall : Her 


Prince was as an Anointed Cherub 4 
che 
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Ex = the Holy Mountain of God ; walking 
= up, and downin the midit of bright;and 
pretious Stones: His place as Eden the 
Garden of God. But when iniquity was 
found therein, and when by the Multitude 
of Merchandiſe. they had filled the milf 
b:r with Violence, and She had ſinnu: 
Therefore ({aith the Lord) I will cat the 
as prophane out of the Mountain of Gad; 
and I will deitroy thee , O covering Cherub, 
from the midſt of the Stones of Fire, Thi 
beart was lifted up becauſe of thy Beauty , 
thou haſt corrupted thy Wiſdom by reaſon 
thy Brightneſs : I will caſt thee to th 
Ground, I will lay thee before Kings, that 
tbey may behold thee. Thou hat defiled th 
Santtuaries by the multitude of thine mu 
ties, by the iniquity of thy Traffick ; ther 
fore will 1 bring forth a Fire from the mul 
of thee, it ſhall devour thee , and 1 wu 
bring thee to Aſhes upon the Earth, n the ſigh 
of all them that behold thee. 
The ſame Prophet tells us, that he had 
a Viſion of a hand ſent unto him; ada 
Roll of a Book was therein, which ws 
deſigned againſt the Children of 1# 
tor their Rebellion againſt God. ns 
there was Written therem Lamentations, 
* Mourning, and Wo. Andit is Recordel 


that the Metropolitan of the Holy gs 
W 
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was made A Ke? roach to the Heathen, and E 


minations that were committec| therenm. 


the | | 
Was And there being many more inſtances of 
inp YPivine Juſtice in Gods Government: of- 


It of Humane aifairs (though there are divers 
promiſcuous diſpenſations and Myſterious 


me: 

the Cates, as they are repreſented to an our: 
"1d ward Eye yer) we have {ufficient Evi- 
ſe. dence to conclude that God Rules the 


World ; and as he Blefilies the good in a 
" wiſe and merciful moderation of all 
f things for their either preſent, or future 
4, Fecvantage ; fo he Curſes the Bad , and 
Writes bitcer things againſt them: For 
t when as they have put themſelves out of 
"is protection, and by walking contrary 
to his Laws, have in efte&t Cceipiſed his 
F Favour, he juſtly forfakes them ; and 
in Wehovgh he deter their puniſhment, ye 
+ {2 time for the Execution of it will cer- 
tainly come. There is a juſt Vengeance 
due to Sin which will nor rot in the Skies ; 


ad " 

MW 2d no Man knows how ſoon the VYials 

of Divine Wrath may be poured forth: 
1 is expedient therefore, for all who will 
J 


be fafe, ro take fſach mzaſures, as that 
they may not be involved in the Calami- 
tics, and Miſeries which ſhall come upon 
prophane, and irreligious Souls. Ir bath 

E; been 


s mocking to all Countries. For the abo'+ >» 
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MEL been obſerved alre.. 
$7 Lyſias ademptd parte bonn+ dy , that a Surety ren. 


rum exilare juſſus eft, non niſi pro ders himſelf liable « 
parte quam retinuerit creditoribus 


| make payment of t 
obligatus eſt. Verum qu? pro eo 6 
fidem ſuam aftrinxerunt, jure pri- whole Debt ( whats 


ſtino conventri poſſunt. Cod. l, ver it be ) for Which 
8. Lex. 1. f. 394 he is obliged. An 
thongh the principa 

in ſome circumſtances may be ſpared ye 

the Surety hath- no favour thereby, bu 

finds himſelt opprefſed by his own AR, 

and Deed: And what he feels to be an 
oppreffion upon himſelf was general 
eſtcemed a part of great Friendſhip ty 
another ; but there is neither Piety, nor 
Prudence in ſhewing ſo much loveto thok 

who are Enemies to God, and liable to 

the ſtroke of his Almighty curſe, andin 
dignation. Be it moſt treety remember 

that God, who made all things hath 

ven us a Commandement to love ol 
Neighbours as our ſelves; Yet an innv 

cent, and prudential ſelf love will reltrat 

us from burthening our ſelves above ol 
power ; and trom all fuch acts which as 
prepudicial to our lawful intereſt: And 8 
Fidejuſſr ſeu mandator ſi in u® WE would not overlol 


furas guoque obligatus eft juſtam Our ſelves by any ac 
cauſam recuſandi ſolvere eas non ha- of our own R neithd 


. | anot 
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res 1 
ren} £n0c1.crs power to leave ſuch an heavy 
* of yok! upon us which our condition cannot 


the well Lear. ; : 

It chen a juſt, and innocent ſelf love 
hick © Þ2 the Rule of our love to others, we are 
Ang not thereby obliged .to enter into any 


ana 2 Tacts greatly detrimental to our 
vet ſelves. The I aw requires our 004d Will 


0 men of all Characters, and Nations ; 
\8 but layesno engagement upon us to part 
- n MW With that circumſpect prudence, and ne- 
rally flary juſtice which we owe to our ſelves. 
) th In bad Men there is nothing but their 
nr manhood that hath right to our love; and 
bob Wiile this is ſtrangely deformed, and Ci- 
> of 010ured hy their own practice we can 
take no delight therein. Men can have 
er v0 complacence in themlelves, upon a 
hg Conviction of their own lnfainels,and tol- 
ard”) : Nor can they then juſtly debginr un 
no 9c0ers, whole degeneration in their Mo- 
rals 13 manife{t to th2 World. Morcovzr 
tis inconfiftent wih a juſt love to our 
Neighbour, to add fewel to the flame of 
lis tnordinate affection. While any man 
takes a bad courſe, it is improbable that 
he will be a good Steward of any Irea- 
lure; and he that jhall be inttrumen:al to 
put it into {11s hands, may be acce:tary to 
the Wickgdnels he thall be enableu to 
2 COMIN: 


C aution 
commit by the power of it. Tt is 99g 


Eccleſiaſti- Advice of the Son of Sirach, Kindle 
cus 8. 10. the Coals of a ſinner,leaſt thou be burnt with 


Ch. 12.5 
G, Jo 


the Flame of his Fire. Do well to him tha 
is lowly, but give not to. the ungodly; hull 
back thy Bread, and give it not unto hin, 
leaſt he over maſter thee thereby : For (elk) 
thou ſhalt recerve twice as much Ewvil for al 
the oood thou halt have done unto him, Fir 
the moſt high hateth ſinners, and will 99 
Vengeance unto the ungodly, and keeperb them 
agarnſs the mighty day of their puniſhment; 
grve unto the good, and help not the Sinnn, 
For all that an Evil Man can by ay 
means compaſs, ſhall probably be walte 
in the indulgence of his Luſts, and ks 
Sacrificed to the Dalilahs he is moſt fon! 
of: The greater help you give him, tit 
more Wicked he grows; and certainly! 
can be no act of true love to furniſh lin 
with matter wherewith to encreafe Is 
Damnation. Withdraw that great all 
{tance from him which he craves, and hs 
neceſiity may prove an expedient tor 
form his conrſe, and quicken him tokua 
labour and honeſty, as ſhall render 
worthy to be truſted in all ſuch matte 
Which areare necdful for his ſubſiſtence. 


C HA! 
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CHAP. IV. 


Deſcribeth the proper means to be uſed 
in Conformity to the Caution againſt 
Suretiſhip. 


E that wiſely conſiders the Nature 

ot Suretiſhip, and mournfully ob- 

ſerves the bad Morals that are in the 

World will doubtleſs Study the means of 

his own ſafety with greatapplication. And 

n the firſt place he muſt Religiouſly re- 

member his Creator,and Walk in the way 

of Life which is above : This Advice, 

(as to the Wifdom of this World ) may 

ſeem remote to the ſubject matter of the 

+ W Preſent Caution : But when TI rcad that a Eccleſaſti- 
Wicked man tranſgreſſins the Commandement © 39+ 194 
of the Lord ſhall fall into Suretiſhip. 'Ihof 

the word be Apocryphal, and theretore 

ſhort of a Canonical Proverb , yet I am 

apt to believe there is a great Truth inthe 

very Letter of it, and chat God in his 

moſt Wiſz and Righteous Government ot 

the World may bring this, as well as 0- 

ther puniſhments upon a Wicked Man. 


I: is nane of the leaſt diſaſters incidentto 
L 3 this 
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this Life to be a Surety in a dangeroy 
Cale, andtheretore it may havea place x 
monz ſuch judicial, and penal vilitations 
wherewith God aiticts the Enemies of hi; 


 Kinzdom ; not that it 15a certain mark gf 


Ecclc. 9.1» 


Pivine Vengeance upon all that are troy: 
bled with it : For the ſame providemill 
Acts are capable of different interpretat- 
ons, and may be a favour of Death © 
lome, but of Life to others, accordingto 
the predominant qualifications of thei 
minds. No man knows either good,or evil; 
love, or hatred by all that is before them 
Put muſt learn this Knowledge from Te 
picks of a. more ſublime conſideration; 
even from the diſpotitions, and Temyer 
of Souls, as Ecing cither agreeable with, 
or ditcordant tothe pertzet mind of int 
nite Goodneſs and 'Iruth. But this 82 
Myſtery which needs not my preſent di 
cullion ; it is ſufficient for ny purpoſe on- 
ly tonote,that any Temporal Evil way ts 
an inſtance of Divine Juſtice to ſome, but 
in reipect of others, may be over-ruled by 
incomprehenſible mederation,and mercy; 
and made inſtrumental to a comtortabk 
ette&t. 1 make no queſtion, bur that the 
blackeſt Waters may be changed into tle 
pureſt Wine, and Oy], to make glad tlf 
Hearts of good Mcn, and to make the! 

COU 


againſt Suretiſhip. 
countenances cheer- POL. \— 
ht; bur ſhall remain dre ner huh SN 
bicter to men of a CON- chelſea Archbiſhop. a> 
trary Nature, and 1n- 
clination: And now if Suretiſhip may be 
inflicted upon bad men as a puniſhment of 
their Wickedneſs, then on the contrary, 
a firm, and conſtant V ertue is a probable 
means to fave men from this trouble. 
Andif Religion were rightly underſtood, 
and as duly obſerved, all might ſoon be 
convinced, that it is the beſt expedient 
for their Temporal happineſs in all re- 
ſpe&s, as well as tor their everlaſting per- 
tzction, and Glory. But Men have valt- 
ly different minds about Religion, and 
all are proneto attribute the main Excel- 
I2nces thereof to their own parties; and 
many therefore come ſhort ot the happt 
neſs which ir promites, becauſe they mi- 
ſtake the thing. 

[ willnot ſtrive to rifle Mens miltakes 
in this matter, for ſuch a task belongs not 
to my preſent buſineſs. Bur I am periwa- 
ded that a real likeneſs to God, in re- 
lþe& of his communicable Actributes 1s 
the beſt diſpoſition that can be in a Soul 
endowed with intellectual faculties, and 
2 profound ſubmiſſion to him in reipect 
oft the Prerogatives of tus Heavenly 

L 4 Crow! 
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Crown, is the beſt qualification that can 
be in a thinking Creature : And there is 
g00d ground to believe that this contituti. 
on of mind can be wrought by nothing 
but a Divine Spirit forming the likeneſs, 
and imprinting the ſubmiſhion : And be- 
ing God 15 clearly revealed to uz by his 
infinitely beloved, and on'y begotten Son 
Chrift Jeſus, who has made all necetilary 
preparation for this efie& in our Souls, 


' we cannot draw near to God by any way 


better, than by minding him with the 
{trongelt application, who can beitow the 
Diviue Spirit upon us, whereby we are 
made partakers of the Divine Nature and 
quickned to receive that Heavenly: Do- 
&rine of his Golpel which is molt wikely 


Calculared tor the utmoit improvement— 


of our Nature, and the þuilding of usup 
in all goodneſs, which can better all Re- 
lations, and fweeten all conditions. I 
cannor pretend that this Brief, is a full 
Deſcription of the beſt courſe, but I car- 
not think any way well worthy of the 
Name of Religion that comes ſhort of it. 
And by this ſmall pointing the Chriſtian 
Reader may gueſs at the whole body of 
practical Divinity. But when TI look up- 
on the Genuine Excellences of true Re: 
ligion,the manifold advantages, and molt 

comfor- 
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comfortable priviledges that grow upon 
it,or are annexed thereto : Methinks I am 
deſcending very low, when I would bow 
this great and Sacred thing to my preſent 
undertaking: Yet tho? it be but a ſmall 
Benefit (if a real] cruth) I may repreſent 
Religion as a means to preſerve men from 
Suretiſhip. For Firlt, This gives them 
the true meaſures or that Juſtice which 
reſpe&s themſelves, and their Families , 
which being timely chought on, and kept 
in remembrance, can make a Strong De: 
tence againſt all the ſolicitations of ncedy 
Borrowers, who would make their Friends 
great Debtors for them. 

He that gave being to the World hath 
made his Wiſdom, and Goodneſs mani- 
telt, by implanting Laws in the things 
which he hath made tor their well being, 
He hath built our Nature with an inſtinct 
for our own preſervation, and this Law 
which (as it were) is incorporatet in our 
trame is not abrogated, but highly impro- 
ved by our Religion ; and as Nature 
prompts us to a vigilant care of our 
ſelves, ſo ir propagates this care to the 
branches that ittue from us. 'The very 
ſame natural principle which obliges us 
to our own good, diftuſes it felt propor- 


tionably to the encreaſc and extent of our 
| Famulies 
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Families; 1n conſideration whereof we 
muſt avoid whatever may bedamageahle 
to our ſelves, or to thoſe we have a nz 
tural influence upon , andtheretore ſhould 
not conſent to the Impeſition of any luch 
Yoke upon us, the bearing whereof is 
inconſiſtent with the Dictates of that 
principle our Nature is furniſhed with, 
Secondly, Religion teaches us to be 
wiſe as Serpents, as well as harmlels as 
Doves, and allows us to avoid all things 
hurtful to our ſelves, fo far as we canwith 
latety to our innocence , which jultly 
claims our principal care, When nocon- 
tract is concluded, or promiſe made, we 
have our Liberty and in prudence jhould 
ſhun all ſuch Contracts, and promiſes 
which are either apparently detrimental 
or ſuſpicious, as to our lawful intereſt : 
But when we have freely contracted with 
others in matters prejudicial to our felvss, 
and within our power, and have made 
promiſes to our own hurt, we cannotre- 
treat with ſafety to our integrity : For 
we have given away a right which was 
Once in our power, and they, to whom 
the right is given,may juſtly demand what 
15 their due. That Wiſdom which is with- 
out innocence, may be injurious to others, 
tnat innocence which is without Witdom, 
ma? 


againſt Suretiſhip. 
may be hurtful to ourſelves. Tf we hurt 
our ſelves we muſt hear it ; if we injure 
others we mult make ſatisfaction. It is 
much better to ſuffer harm than to do 
wrong, but beſt of all to be clear from 


both, and ſo toſave our ſelves as to keep 
a pure Conſcience {till : And the Wiſdom 


of the Serpent is a good preſcrvative of 


the innocence of the Dove , as fencing 
Mens condition from fuch difficulties and 
ſtreights, whereby many are tempred to 
'the practice of frauds, and immoralities. 
A prudent conduct of all concerns mivt.t 
ſaverhem the trouble of contriving many 
ſhitting tricks, which their raſh an heed- 
els fol y makes them guilty of. Had 4 
nanias (of whom we read in the Acts of 
the Apoitl:s) been wiſe for himſelt, he 
might have kept the poſleflion that was in 
his own power, and faved himſelf trom a 
indden Death : But willing to referve 
part of the Price tor which it was fol), 
and yet to appear as generoully kind to 
the Ci:urch as other Chriſtian Diſciples 
in his time; he wastempted to lie un'o 
God, upon which he was immediateiy 
ftruck with a fatal judgment. Such who 
will a& well for themſelves, ſhould cor- 
ſider what they are going to do : For it 
is a true faying, that delay hath WIO_ne 
Muy 
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* multitudes for the other World ;andhaſts 
hath undone many for this : But ſeaſons. 
ble conſideration,and time well managed <; 
ſavesall in both ; The negle& whereof be- I. 
trays them, either to a penſive rememe || ;.. 
brance of their fooliſh raſhnefs, or to re- |, 
medileſs Miſery. "That Wiſdom is beſt I 
placed, which is at the head of all buf 


x ho al. 
neſs, that which comes after, either dege- pe 
nerates into Crafr,or {inks into Repentance, I ., 


For dear-bought experience 1s a very dry || 
Seed, that can yield littie Fruit, unlefsit | ,, 
-be bathed in Tears 3 and tnen it may 

grow up for anothers uſe,bur rarely ripens 

time enough for him that fowed it. In Þ 1 
all matters of moment, a precipitant ſet- | ; 
ting out commonly runs down to a for- 
rowful concluſion. Better then be Wike 
at Firſt, and always proſperous, than to 
learn Knowledge by the amazing light 
which flaſhes out of a ſad miſcarriage. It 
15 much more healthful, and pleaſantto 
walk out intothe clear Air, when the Sun 
begins to gild the Mountains with h's 
cheerful Beams , than to catch our way 
(when the day is gone) by the lightening 
which is darted from a Terrible Cloud. 
That Light is moſt ſeaſonable which 
ſhews us the ſafe, and right Path when 


we begin to move ; The greateſt Luſtre 
{hines 


Sos ecnvans Th 3 


againſt Suretiſnip. 


ſhines too late when by a tedious wan- 
dring we are quite gone out of our own 
knowledge. PFeing we are made canable 
of deliberation , it well becomes us © 
think over the matters that are heftore us, 
and never to undertake any thing of im- 
portance - withour ſuch conlieration 
which 1s proper thereto ; for ſo doing 
well fuites with the honour of that reafon 
we are endowec| with. 

Thirdly, True and Right Religion a- 
bounds with Graces that are of a thriving 
Vertue, as Faith in God , and Devotion 
to his Name : Temperance in the uſe of 
all things, accommodate to our Natural 
neceflicies, or ſuitable ro our politick ca- 
pacities : Diſcretion, and diligence in all 
buſineſs : Juſtice , and equity in all civil 
tranſactions : Meekneſs, Peace, and fweer 
Concord in Society : Loyal ſubmiſſion to 
Government: Patience, and Fortitude in 
all ſuch difficulties and affii&tions, which 
are common to mankind : ContenteInef; 
in every condition : In Sum a molt taxing 
humility, and an Univerſal Love breath- 
ing in all words,and {tirring in all actio7s, 
The are Vertues that can win Forcun?s, 
and when obtained can keep chem in ſub 
jection. A firm perfwation thar God is 4 
molt bountiful Rewarder of thoſe That 
IVES 
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diligently ſeek him, makes frequent Ag- 
dreiles to the "Throne of . his Grace, 
whereby men arc rendered capable of his 
Blefling ; and conſequently are filled with 
hope of ſucceſs in all good undeitakings, 
Temperance cuts oft all luxuriant ſuckers, 
all inordinate cxcetlecs, and vain luperfly- 
1921s, and gives tair limits to all expences. 
Diſcretion tinds out the moſt advantagi- 
ous Methods in buſineſs: And diligence 
improves an handful of Sced to a great 
encreaſe. Juſtice links us with all perſons 
whoſe facultics may bs uſefal ro us; and 
equity Adorns our Cconveriation with an 
acceptable preſence. Meckneſs moderates 
the paſlions which are exceflively waſte- 
ful in their extravagance, © and the Sun 
can rile to his comfort, which has never 
gone down upon his Wrath. Peace is the 
common Original of plenty, and keeps 
Men out of all fach Contentions , and 
Brawls which prove coſtly to thoſe that 
tollow them. A Loyal ſubmiſtion to fu- 
periour powers, renders len worthy 0l 
their protection, that they may ately go 
about their own bulineſs ; an« enjoy their 
rights, and properties in Peace. Patience 
hath the beſt comniand over all troubles; 
makes them ealie while they laſt, and gives 
them the belt remove. Contentment ir 
mul 


againſt Suretilhip. 


nnd keeps all mens powers in life, and 
action warms their Vicals, and diſtends 
their Sinews, fo that they are fit for a 1+ 
borious continuance in their profitable Em- 
ploys Humility takes deep Root” tor a 
great growth, and by ſtooping low, finds 
the Key of Paradice it felt tull of moſt 
delicious Fruits : And an Univerſal Love 
itreaming out of Mens Breaſts procures 
reciprocal kindneſs from others, whereby 
Men reap no ſmall advantage. I hus thete 
mgredients are of fo ftrong a Spirit, as 
to turn all things (as it were) into Gold, 
It were a large task to Diſcourte fo fully 
of the advantage of every particular Ver- 
rue as it deſerves : But this brief account 
may fatisfie the attentive Reader, that a 
truly Religious, is a very profitable courle 
of Life; and upon this ground it 1s a 
good fenſure from Suretiſhip. For they 
that are ſincere therein thall enjoy the 
ſundry advantages of the Graces thereof, 
and fo taking the belt way to thrive, Cl- 
ther ſhall have no need ro borrow , or $ 
an urgent occaſion happen, they jnall pro- 
bably be truſted without a Surety : And 
ſo they are free from one cauic of Surett- 
ſhip very common in the World, which 
is that Men needing Suretics tor them- 
{;lves, mult return that civility and wo 
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neſs whenever it ſhall be deſired. 

That peculiar people ( named T7ael) 
upon their due obſervance of, and obedi- 
ence to all Divine Commandements had 
; good aſſurance of this Blefting, That they 
ſhould lend to many Natioms, but ſhould not 


Chap, 28. borrow. Though their Encouragements 


to a courſe of Life conformable to Di- 
vine Rules, conſiſted much of promiſes 
of this Nature which cannot be equally 
extended to all Nations: Yet ſince true 
Religion is full of thriving Vertues, they 
that are Faithful therein ſhall probably be 
Lenders rather than Borrowers ; and fo 
ſhall be free from that exigence which 
commonly craves Sureties : And there- 
fore ſhall be out of the reach of one great, 
and almoſt irreſiſtible Temptation to be- 
come Sureties for others. True Religion 
needs not any private mans Letters of 
commendation : Ir is in all reſpects molt 
acceptable,giving Men the beſt, and moſt 
valuable comfort in this, as a Plede, and 
earneſt of the higheſt Glory, and molt 
tranſporting fullneſs of joy in the other 
World. That preſent benetit I have ſpoke 
of is one of che ſmalleſt fruits that grow 
upon it : But whoever ſhall conſider what 
is ſuggeſted in theſe few lines, will readt- 


ly allow that right Religion is a means t0 
lave 


\ 


againſt Suretiſhip. 
ſave men from the trouble of Suretiſhip ; 
as making them juſt to themſelves, and 
Families ; Wiſe, Circumſpe&, and Pru- 
dent in all their affairs; and preſerving 
them from the indigency of borrowing, 
whereby many are drawn to give their 
fecuricy 11 compenlaction for another , 
winch they themielves have been compel- 
led to make uſe of. | 
Secondly, Another means to prevent 
the danger of Sureriſhip, is a caretul ſhun- 
ning of the cuſtomary Temptation to ex- 
ceſs and idleneſs, commonly called good 
Fellowſhip : For ſome have no greater 
device to catch the unwary, than to li- 
quor them to ſuch a degree as to make 
them flexible ro any deſign ; and to fill 
them with ſo much moiſture , that they 
may take their opportunity to mold them 
according to their pleaſure. In this vitt- 
ous practice many trains are layed to blow 
up the Fortunes of eaſie, and compliant 
Fools ; particularly ner 6 © and that 
which is moſt dangerous is fet forward , 
whereby too many are merrily undone. 
We need not Study much to read their 
deſtiny, who make ſtout and jovial drink- 
ing the great pleaſure of theirLives : For 
belides the Treaſure that is waſted , the 
health that is impaired , the buſinels that 
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neſs whenever it ſhall be deſired. Rt 
That peculiar people ( named Trae!) Þ as 
upon their due obſervance of, and obedi- Þ| Fa 
ence to all Divine Commandements had I de 
Deurer, 800d aflurance of this Blefling, That they F| th 
1s. 6. ſhould lendto many Nations, but ſhould not || | 
Chap, 28. borrow. Though their Encouragements || {ec 
12. to a courſe of Life conformable to Di- | iw! 
vine Rules, conſiſted much of promiſes Þ| le 

of this Nature which cannot be equally 
extended to all Nations: Yet fmce true |} th 
Religion is full of thriving Vertues, they I ni 
that are Faithful therein (hal probably be | ce 
Lenders rather than Borrowers ; and ſo | Fi 
ſhall be free from that exigence which Þ}| 
commonly craves Sureties : And there- | a 
fore ſhall be out of the reach of one great, | th 
and almoſt irreſiſtible Temptation to be- I tl 
come Sureties for others. True Religion | n 
needs nof any private mans Letters of | a 
commendation : Ir is in all reſpe&ts molt {| 9 
acceptable,giving Men the beſt, and molt | y 
valuable comfort: in this, as a Pledg, and || F 
earneſt of the higheſt Glory, and molt | \ 
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tranſporting fullneſs of joy in the other 
World. That preſent benetit I have ſpoke 
of is one of che ſmalleſt fruits that grow 
upon it : But whoever ſhall conſider what 
is ſuggeſted in theſe few lines, will readt- 


ly allow that right Religion is a means tO 
fave 
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ſave men from the trouble of Suretiſhip ; 
as making them juſt to themſelves, and 
Fanulies ; Wiſe, Circumſpe&, and Pru- 
dent in all their affairs; and preſerving 
them from the indigency of borrowing, 
whereby many are drawn to give their 
lecuricy 12 compenſation for another; , 
which they themielves have been compel- 
led to make uſe of. | 
Secondly,, Another means to prevent 
the danger of Sureriſhip, is a caretul ſhun- 
ning of the cuſtomary Temptation to ex- 
ceſs and idleneſs, commonly called good 
Fellowſhip : For ſome have no greater 
device to catch the unwary, than to li- 
quor them to ſuch a degree as to make 
them flexible to any delign ; and to fill 
them wich ſo much moiſture , that they 
may take their opporcunity to mold them 
according to their pleaſure. In this vitt- 
ous practice many trains are layed to blow 
up the Fortunes of eaſie, and compliant 
Fools ; particularly A and that 
which is moſt dangerous is fer forward , 
whereby too many are merrily undone. 
We need not Study much to read their 
deſtiny, who make ſtout and jovial drink- 
ing the great pleaſurs of theirLives : For 
beſides the Treaſure that is waſted , the 
health that is impaired , the buſineſs that 
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off is neglected, and the time that is loſt b 
this folly 3 Men that follow it are over. 
reached in bargains, and taken in ſundry 
traps and ſnares which they do not dif 
cern before they are caught, It is the 
opinion of good fellows who are mighty 
men at Wine, and Ale ; that ſach cords 
of Love are beſt rwiſted that are firſt well 
moiſtened therewith. There is a Genera 
tion whoſe temper enclines them to he 
mighty loving in their Drink, and will 
then readily yield to any thing thar ſhall 
be deſired ; or if they teem to be ſome 
what cautious, it its but alluring them to 
take the other Glaſs, and that will make 
them bend. This is monſtrous Love 
which is pregnant with nothing morethan 
Frauds, and deluſions. This is moſt ridi- 
culous Friendſhip, that invites Men tode- 
{troy their Eſtates. 

The modeft , and venerable Author 
of the whole Duty of Man tells ws: 
* That ſome Men ſay it is necellary 
'for them to drink in this one reſpe@, 
"of Trading with their Neighbours : 
* Bargains being moſt conveniently to 
* be ſtruck up at ſuch meetings 3 but 
* the bottom of it is an aim of cheating, 
: and defrauding others ; For when Men 
. Are in drink, they ſhall the better _ 

e 


againſt Suretiſhip. 
*ble to over-reach them , and ſo they 
*add the ſin of cozenage, and defraud- 
"ing to that of drunkenneſs. Now 
* that this is indeed the intent is ma- 
"mitelt, for if it were only the' difpatch 
"of bargains were aimed ar, they thould 
*chooſe to take Men with their Wits as 
* bout them, thereiore the taking them 
* when Drink hath diſtempered th2m , 
*can be for nothing but to make advan- 
*tage of them. 

It is as a moſt falfe, fo a moſt abſurd 
pretence of the drunken Clubs of this in- 
remperate Age, that meeting at the Por 
is molt convenient for buſineſs; as if it 
were neceffary that they ſhould become 
Beaſts, thar they might act as Men: And 
exp:dient for them to beſot, diſtemper , 
or drown their underltandings that they 
might come oif with Honour in every 
thing they undertake. By the fame Rea- 
for a manrmay lame himſelt that Fe may 
run wetl, and the Labourer may wotind 
his hands, that he may the betrer tuiſil 
his datly task. So tar is buſine(s from jultt- 
tying imtemperance, that ir rather obhges 
Men to be ſober. Burt there is juit cau'e 
to ſuſps&t thatmany carry on the Trade oi 
exceflive drinking upon fraudalent Ge- 
ſigns, for they can indulge their purpoles 
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by the compliance of others diſtempered, 3s 
and clouded brains ; which they could ne- Pe 


Ver eftect by any {crvice, which their (>. drit 


rene, and clear Reaſon would afford. $% 1 
they heap iniquity upon drunkenneſs,and || 
{ as it were) put out their Neighbours re) 
Eyes, tnat they may pick their Pockets, (| <., 
and ca{t a milt betoretheir underſtanding | 
that their Leger-Demain might not be I} 1 
diſcovered ; and though this Proje& doth F ,; 
not always anlwer expectation, becauſe | 
{ome notable fuck-ſpigors are over-match- F ,, 
ed, and thrown into the Pit which they £ 
digged, or taken in the ſnare whichthey | £ 
layed for others: Yet as the High-Way- | . 
Gallant follows on his petty conquelts, 

though he be ſometimes put to flight, fo 

thele Pot-compamions are obſtinate 1 


their vitious cuſtom, and the ſubtle Arts 
of improving it, though they are fome- 
tm2s out-witted in their own device, out- 
plotced intheir contrivance, and maſtered 
with their own Weapons. Ir is confeſled 
that ſome have more skil in this Myftery 
ot Wickedneſs than others ; but they who 
have leaſt,may put great cheats upon ſuch 
who neither think Evil themſelves, nor 
tulpect danger from others. It hath been 
an ordinary complaint with many : That 
they have paid great debts for others,and 

never 
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apainſt Suretiſhip. 
never were made drink for their Mony. 
Icannot think their condition in any re- 
ſpect more happy , who by too much 
drinking, are tempted to bear the ſame 
Trouble; unleſs by the ſtrength of their 
intoxicated imaginations they can-turn 
the guilt of intemperance, into a Cauſe of 
rejoycing. But though they came ot irc 
colt at their merry meeting, and went 
out pleaſantly having nothing to pay, yet 
when time brings them to an after recko. 
ning, the guilt of their exceſs, added to 
the accountof their Surztilhip, lies heavy 
upon them; and the weight of Eoth tor- 
ces a conftetiion of their folly, it nor pret- 
ſes them to Death. Wheretore ſince the 
too common practice ot good teliows 
gives men reaſon to be jealous that one 
time or other they may conſpire in tra- 
ming ſtratagems for their undoing, it 15 
highly convenient to keep at a Uiliance 
from the haunts of ſuch Wicked Men ; 
whoſe looſe, laviſh, riotous, and expenſive 
courle of Litz melts their own,and makes 
them deſirous of anothers Treature; and 
if their own Credit will:not avail tor thc 
actual poileflion, they muſt tind Surettes 
among their Companions, who mult give 
their conſent at the firſt motion, 1:a't ma- 
king them ſuſpicious of their Vricnulnip, 
M 23 they 
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mey loſe all the pleaſure of thair acquain: 

tance,ond be expelled this felf applaucing 

SIciety with difgraceful Tannts,and flan- 

ders. - Orie mans fecurity for another's 

KK tno:ght but a common courteſie, and 

tieretore muſt not be denied by thoſe. who 

ar2 gearly united in a Licentious fellow- 

ihp; and cannot be refuſed leaſt their 

Iweer correſpondence, and merry familia- 
rity ſhould utterly vaniſh. 

The wiſe man deſcribes their mirth by 

a very ſignificant Meraphor, when he 

lays, As the crack/mo of Thorns under a Pot, 

E :£1. 9. £, Jo 1s the Ianghter of a Fol. Tet their jovk 

alty be like the noiſe of flaming Thorns, 

which ſoon flee away in Clouds of ſmoke: 

The troubles they bring upon themſelves 

by their drunken bargairs are as the pricks 

ot 'Lhorns which tear and wound them 

till they bleed, not for their own health, 

but anothers both profit and pleaſure, arid 

tneir own damace, and miſery. The 

lame Author puts queſtions reſpeaing 

this practice, and Antwers them, ſaying, 

Pro 23 25» Hho hath wo? Tho hath ſorrow ? IWho hath 

3©, 31,3% contentions? Pho hath babling * Who hath 

Wounds Without cauſe e Who hath redneſs of 

Eyes? They that tarry long at the Winezthey 

that go to ſeek mixt IWine. Look not 

thou upon the Wine when it is Red, when 

it 
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L giveth his Colour in tbe Cup, when it 19- 
veth it ſelf _aright, at the laſt it biteth like a 
Serpent, and ftingeth like an Adder, And 
probably the Contract that was confum- 
mated at the compotation hath harder 
Teeth,a (barper, and a longer ſting. .'The 
Death that was ta the Pot, was not dif. 
ir {| ceracd till after the dregs thereof were 
2- | poured out. | 
Thirdly, They who would not be Sure. 
y of fies for others; to their own trouble muſt 
> | not atfte& a numerous acquaintance, tho' 
men are framed for Society, yet there be- 
Ing a great variety in Conſtitutions, Tem- 
pers, Inclinations, Qualities, Afﬀe&ions, 
Educations and Cuftoms, it cannot be 
expected that any man, jhould. readily 
faſhion himſelf tro the humour of all kind 
of Company, or procure any conlidera- 
ble benefit to himſelf by a free converſa- 
- ton with all ſorts of Men. Happy are 
they who are endowed witha prudent 1a- 
gacity, and bleft with a favourable op- 
portunity to fir themſelves wich company 
agreeable to their Genius, and accommo- 
date to their buſineſs, and intereſt in the 
World : Whereinthe Heart of Man an- 
ſwereth to man, as in Water, Face to Face. 
Such Friendſhips muſt needs have the 


createſt efficacy, which in all reſpeRts are 
M 4 molt 
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moſt agreeable. The Light of that Soc 
ety is warm,and pleaſant whereinall affe 
and polleſs each other as themſelves, and 
mutually tender their concerns as their 
own, exerciſing their affections, deſires , 
hopes, fears, joys and ſorrows, as about 
their own near and peculiar intereſts : 
'Whoſe minds are enlarged beyond pri. 
vate conſiderations, and whoſe faculties 
are employed for.others good as for their 
own, compaſiing all their concerns with: 
in the Verge of their affectionate Care, 
Their Fellowſhip muſt needs be deſirabk 
who well underſtand the full Vertue of a 
Divine Charity, and know how to pra- 
&ticc it,:.1 Their preſence is freely acceſli 
ble, their countenances are affable, 'their 
Tempers tractable, their humour ſociable, 
their behaviour reſpe&ful, their comunt- 
cations plain and profitable, their hearts 
are tranſparent, and their hands benefici- 
al, their correſpondence is amicable, 
and their continual converſation kindla- 
miliar, and pleaſant. They warmly lodg 
themſelves in each others hearts, and take 
a {weet ' repoſe in cach. others embraces 
When men as Jonathan, and David are 
kmt together in that loy& which is the 
bond of perfe&nef,and are inſpired with 


one Soul. When they continually emer- 


tain 


againſt Suretiſhip. 
tain each other with wiſe, and edifying 
Communications, with lovely and char- 
dj} ming occurrences, with contolatory and 
ir Þ fervent endearments, heartily endeavou- 
| ring to promote each others proſpcrity , 
tf acting as faithfully for them in their ab- 
: | ſence, as before their Eyes, walking not 
- | only without offence in the meeknelſs of 
Sf a Lamb, andthe innocence of a Dove, 
but in the Bowels of moſt ready Benefa- 
ors ; Striving who ſhall love moſt, and 

| live beſt, and do moſt good ;.not being 
| diſhearten'd at any difficulties, but ſtill go- 
ing on in a conſtant courſe of fervent 
Love: When Society 15 thus actuated eve- 
ry way, It 1s a real happineſs to make one 
therein, and a mans dear acquaintance : 
ſhall yield him very valuable advantages: | 
For true Friendſhip is no leſs than the 
cure of melancholly, the relief of folicude, 

| the ſupport of weakneſs, the Light of ig- 
norance, the refuge of trouble, the reco- 
very of loifes, the comfort of ſorrows , 
the ſupply of neceſflicies, the digeſtion of 
crofles, the eaſe of Burthens, the m'tiga- 
tion of cares, the coyer of Secrets, the 
extin&ion of diſcontents, and the help of 
al infirmities : and as the black fide of 
mens condition is much mended, fo the 


bright parts thereof are wonderfully illu- 
| {traced 
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ſtrated thereby : For Friendſhip mak&s 
the beſt paraphraſe upon the proſpericY 
of its: Members, doubles their joys, Tri 
umphs in their good ſucceſs, encreafes 
their Fruits, improves their Talents,mul- 
tiplies their Advantages, quickens their 
parts, betters their Morals, enriches their 
underſtandings and! expzriences, enlarge; 
all their comtorts, and is the Ornament, 
the Glory, and the pleaſure of their con: 
verſation ; but a Society Animated with 
this ſweet, and ſtrong ſpirit of love is a 
rare ſight in the World. Wheretore,men 
muſt chooſe their Company the belt that 
they can, that which is freelt from {clfiſh 
Rag and comes nearelſt. to the molt 
Vertuous, moſt ingenuous, moſt faithtu], 
moſt wiſe, and ſober Society : And tis 
prudent to-take up with few Friznds well 
tryed, and approved, whole. company 1s 
the Glaſs in which th2 Beauty, or detor- 
mity of every mans mind is tranſparent; 
the crucible in which the Loyalty, or A- 
WMulterations of their addictions are try- 
ed, and the Mint that Coins 'Treafures 
for all uſes. Where Verrue is regent It 
herds with thoſe only who are Eminent 
therein, and {uch who obſerve, and fol: 
low the beſt, may be the wiſett of all 
their contemporaries. We ſee u_ Nn 
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fich Animals,with whom there is an Har- 
mony of Nature, and Union of tenden- 
cy, aſlociate together ; neither Birds,nor 
Beaſts conſort with their Enemies, but 
keep as well as they can out of their reach. 
It our Reaſon will not be concerned in 
the choice of our company, their Natu- 
ral inſtin& ſhould prompt us to take heed 
to our ſelves ; that we fall not into that 
which is the Seminary of Miſchief, the 
Gulph of all Good Hopes, the bane of 
preferment, the loſs of Credit, and the 
broad way to ruin. He can be no Bird 
of Paradice, whois a Brother to Dragons, 
and a Companion to Owles. Nothing 
is more uſual than for ſome to keep com- 
pany at all Rates, and with all perſons. 
It may be they are confident of the 
{trength of their commanding Vertue, 
that they know what to take, and leave, 
and how to extract ſweetneſs out of all 
Flowers : And are wiſe enough to diſtin- 
2::11h berween the date and the Stone ; 
the Gold and the Drofs , the benefit and 
th danger of Company. But Vice is 
deceitful above all things, and hath many 
devices and Wiles to inſinuate it ſelf into 
mens affections, and ſomerimes by merry 
and witty Stratagems, entices the well- 


parted, and felf-confident Vertuoſo into 
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a deplorable State. In all mixtures the 
compoſition relliſhes much of the moſt 
bitter ingredients, and that Field is com- 
monly unfruittul where Tares are Sowed 
together with good Seed. How near was 
- an Apoſtle to great danger, who in the 

_ High Priefts Hall came almoſt to be one 
of thoſe Fanaticks, who cryed out againſt 
the Son of God, let him be Crucihed. 
They that uſe any ſort of company, may 
by the power of Wit, or other bait ſuited 
to the gratification of ſenſe, be allured to 
delight in it ; and then the company is1o 
impreflive, that they are ſoon transformed 
into the likeneſs of it ; and as Plantstalte 
of the Soil in which they grow, ſo they 
{favour of their manners with whom they 
joynin converſation. Hence their minds 
are corrupted, their Lives are ſhamed, 
thejr Credits are blaſted, and their prol- 
perity 1s overturned. For bad company 
15 the very fink and lurch not only of 
all Sobriery, and good morature, but of 
all thrift and preferment, rendring all re: 
lations uncomfortable, by bringing down 
their cares with ſorrow, fruſtrating their 
endeavours, contradicting their Counſe!s, 
and defeating their Hopes. Few are io 
well armed againſt the infection of bad 
Livers, but by tamiliaricy with them they 
may 
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may be led into a conformity with their 
manners : For conſtant Fellowſhip is tull 
of Charms and Pleaſures, which {teal a- 
way Mens Hearts by indiſcernible de- 
grees : For which reaſon as we ſhould 


cheriſh great thoughts of the good ; fo 


we ſhould ſtrengthen an averſion from E- 
vil company. The great efficacy of a 
familiar converſe is fo well known, that 
men commonly | raiſe conjectures, and 
make probable gueſles concerning others 
Fortunes,by that kind of Fellowſhip they 
hiſt themſelves in. We have good Rea- 
ſon to believe that Piety and Vertuemake 
the beſt Friendſhips : © Which are as the 
* Sun-ſhine in the Cold, and as the ſhade 
* in the Heat, as the Mine of all ſupply, 
*and as the Womb of all Fertility ; tor 
*the Sea is not fuller of drops, the Skie 
© not more infinite in breaths of Air, and 
* blaſts of Wind ; the Sun nor more re- 
* plete with Rays,nor the Earth more ito- 
*red with particles of duſt, than good 
* Companions are of delight, of comtort, 
* of profit and praiſe. Bur the beſt triend- 
ſhips are rare Jewels, becauſe that Ver- 
rue is too much excluded out of Mens 
cares which 4hould bring them to ctiect: 
and they who will run inditterently into 


all Companies, take nor right mealures 
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to compaſs the Friendſhip that is moft 
worthy of Eſteem, Courtſhip, and Ve. 
neration ; but betray their own intereſt 
by a heedleſs embarquing of themſelves 
too far in unfortunate acquaintance. The 
greateſt part of the World is vitions, and 
therefore indigent, ſo that they who are 
ready to commence a familtarity with all 
torts of perſons, are ſoon tainted with 
their Vices, and conſequently become 
partakers with them in their decayed 
Fortunes: For experience is full of in- 
ſtances of the danger of Sureriſhip upon 
this account, that an eaſie correſpondence 
with the vitious and needy fort, abounds 
with plauſible Arguments to perlwade 
thoſe who are entered into it, to be yo- 
ked with them in their concerns. No 
man knows how his affe&tions may been: 
tangled in his Company, and when Ius 
heart is once taken, they who have won 
the prize,may defire what they will, and 
they ſhall be gratified ; and this point 1s 
gained of the heedlefſs by any caſual cit: 
cumſtance thar pleaſes their pharicy. Thc 
habit, the demeanour, the Features, the 
Looks,theV oice,the Songs,che merry Jets, 
the witty Reperrtees,the tiuant and pleaſant 
Diſcourſes of their Aﬀociates ; Or any 
thing that may render them good com 


pany. 
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pany in their opinion catches their Af- 
tec&tions whereby they themſelves are ta- 
ken, and their Fortunes too: For ſach a 
matter as Sureriſhip waich may do their 
butineſs ſhall not be denied. When a 
mans company is become the moſt rek 
liſhing pleaſure, and ſweeteſt entertain» 
ment of his Lite ; he muft not be guilty 
of any diſguſt by denying any requeſt , 
leaſt the whale matter of his delight be 
utterly loſt, by ſuch a detect in courteſte 
which will be reſented as a provocation. 
I wiſh men were nor fo eaſily caught by 
their company, as the World knows they 
have been, and I am atraid ever will, un- 
lis they learn more Wiſdom, and foſter 
no Juxariant inclination for all kind of 
acquaintance: For if they indulge this 1- 
dle humour, though they ſhould be fo 
prudent as to withhold their ſecurity 
trom him that needs it ; yct they ſhall be 
troubled with Solicitations, and Lempta- 
tions thereto ; and upon their refuſal ſhall 


be cenfured as men of a hard ill Nas . 


ture that have Mammon to be their God. 
Ic is calie to procure a mulcitade of ac- 
quaintance, but not ſo cheap to emertain 
chem according to their neceſlicies, Appe- 
rites, and Defires; among wham more 
hungry Waſpsare found, than laden _ 
whic 


_ . IT nn 
a ind - ”——_ - 4B _" 
CON TOES ak -þ - 

& 


ps C aution 


which is the Reaſon that wiſe men haye 4 
a Rule to know, and be known not & |} .; 


tt 

much to the many, and moſt , as to the Þ| « 
few, and b<ſt of men, upon whoſe ſtock 

. ”- . Tl 

all the delight, and protit of Society Þ| 

thrives apace. "They chute them Friends _ 


who are Cordial, ang 
Generoſiſſima res eſt bonus «* Cheap to keep, who 
micus : Non verbis,non carmimith#s, can love as they are 
magicts, movetur; Non auto, aut : +: 
gemmis, non ad extremum ferro fle- _. be. ( yo b 
&itur amand9 vincitur, colendogue, they ac RIG ©G UC 
Perr, |. 1, dial. 59. they adnut others on: ' 
ly 1o far as civility re- ; 
quires, or commerce conltrains; and }| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


keepthem at ſuch a convenient dittance, 
as rather obviates, than encourages luch 
near approaches which may be colily and 
troubleſome. But they who are addicted 
to be familiar with all they can coine at, 
may be fſurprized with thoſe who will 
practice their ends upon them : So that 
beſides the great expences they are at to 
make an acceptable thew, and appearance 
to all men (which muſt be reckoned a 
mong extravagances) they are liable to 
be foiled by ſundry Temptations , and 
ſubjected to others deſigns upon them : 
For no Moths are more injurious t0 
Clothes, no Worms to Vegetables, no 
Traytors to Princes, no Diſcaſes w_ 
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dies, than multitituce of acquaintance to 
Mens Temporal conditions : For hereby 
they contract Amities, which produce 4 
firſt charge , than trouble, and at lait F- 
ruin; or what is little better, irregular oy 
Gamings; fretting and licigious quarrel: ; 


exp2nlive entertainments ; vile incontin- EF 
; gences, and waſting Suretiſhips ; all which ': 
? | are back doors to thrift, and quickſands | 
* | to Eſtatzs. So that they who covet to 3 
be known to many increaſe their ſorrow, | 


as they increaſe their knowledge. They j 
probably aim at a greatyeſtezm, and re- F' 
putation among Men, and their humour ' 
being known, they may meet with Para- 
ſes who ſhall feed their phancies with ap- | 
plauſes; which they ſhall not long entoy ' 
without paying for them ; forthefe Trum- 
peters will not ſpend their Breath tor 
nought :' And there are great odds Men 
cannot come oft only wich wetting theic 
whiſtles ; forit they are not ready to offer 
them the courtefies which they nec<d,they 
will be confident to {olicite tor them, and 
when the requeſt is granted , and thvy 
are once deeply engaged , they ihail be 
left by thoſe who ſounded a March ro 
their generoſity, and rault be conftrain'd 
to found their own Retreat to their lots 
and ſhame. So they that gap? lor popii- 
N k 
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lar Air, arc often forced to ſwallow Gall 
and Wormwood ; and whateyer deſigns 
Men have in ſecking familiarity with all 
{orts of Men, there are fome who will 
{pie out their intentions, and will make 
their advantage of them z or if they move 
without deſign, as not being Capaz 
ble to project any thing tor themſelves, 
but are led by meer Vanity ; their 
cate is the more extravagant and dange- 
r0us, and within a thort tirae may bebe. 
yond all Salve miſerable; tor he that is 
hurried blind-fold through all ways, may 
either fail into a deep Pit from whence 
there is no recovery, or ſhall ruth intoa 
Wood of Briars and Thorns which hall 
tear him in pieces. Were men wile to 
know many, and yet to keep ſuch a cor 
venient diſtance, as may hey them to a 
good proſpect of all the beſt uſes that are 
to be made of thcir acquaintance z the 
more numerousit is,the more experience, 
Skill and knowledge they might obtain: 
Put they who will go too near, and fud- 
only Contract a tamiliarity with any 
t1c2, ay ſoon put their Necks under a 
vor two heavy tor them. They that n 
t:'s wile will venture art all, ſhall loſe all. 
LC 1tch of too great, or too Much cont 
Dany, FzOVes to be fach a ſore in Familics, 
| as 
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a5 Corrupes all Relations therein : For Pga 
rents by being too fond of many, be- 
come unnatural to their own iſſue : Chil- 
dien by running into Temptations of di- 
vers ſorts, are fo foiled thereby, that they 
become diſobedient to their Pafetits : 
Husbands in taking their pleaſure this 
way, either forget their Wives,or gricve 
their hearts with a churliſh rudenels, or 
a ſcant proviſion : Wives, by wandring 
trom Houſe to Houſe and tattling with 
all forts, are either Tempted to be dil- 
loyal to their Husbands, or neglect the 
buſineſs proper for them within their 
own Doors : Servants allo by this kind 
of wantonneſs, become Lazy and Licen- 
tious, if not grofly perfidious and wick- 
ed. And all that are guilty of this loole- 
neſs darken their Credit, letlen t:cis 
Treaſure, weaken their power, and 
poſlibly are ſoon reduced to ſuch ſcait- 
neſs, as that they are forced to pra- 
@icc ſhifts , which haſten their Ditgrace 
and Ruin. . But I necd not make a large 
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-preſi N192g thar the conſideration of 
f:w things which have been ſugpe. 

fedito him, will ws: an effe&tual meanstg 
pref-rv +him from the ſnare which hisown 
Intereſt will oVge him to paſs by with a 
{fwifc toot. 1f he learn ro be Religiousto- 
wards God, he will find himf-lt bound to 
be juſt to ltmiclt and his Family;pmdent 
all butinefts; ane highly concerned in 
t2 acts and cxercifes of all Graces,which 
are of a thriving Vertus. It he fhun a 
crunken fellowſhip , and by a conſtantſc- 
briety keep a clear and ſcrenc underſtand- 
ing, he ſhall not ſubject himleif to the de- 
ſigns of mix ty drinkers, whoſe cratty bar: 
Eains are CT Cam ly ch argcable to ſuch 
perſon; whoſe hearts are eafily over-char- 
ged with lurfeicing 9 a a drunkennefs.lf be 
havea watchfuleye to his co! npany, and do 
not attoct el {i17Ci numera LY acquainrance, 
Ws atteciions #:atl not, (nor theretore his 
tTreaiu:e) be cavghr by thoſe who watch 
and waittor Y favours :bic OCCaiton tO DI * 
etice their enc's upon him, If he be careful | 
12 thelo things, 1 do —_ queſtion, but by 
Walkin ED 1s unrightly, he ſhall walk furs 
\, and keep himſelf from danger. 
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